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Sheer-lane^ August lo. 

I DID myself tlie honour this day to make a visit to 
a lady of quality, who one of those that are ever 
railing at the vices of the age ; but mean only one 
vice, because it is the only vice they aie not ^dty 
of She 'went so far as to fall foul on a young wo- 
man, who has had imputations 5 but whether they 
were just or not, no one knows but herself. How- 
evei that is, she is in her present behaviour modest, 
humble, pious, and discreet* I thought it bccwame 
me to bring this censonous lady to reason, end let 
her see she was a much more vitious \voaian than 
the person she spoke of. 

Madam,” said I, " jou aie very severe to this 
pool young woman, for a trespass which I believe 
Heaven has forgiven her, and for which, you see, 
she IS for ever out of countenance.” Nay,” Mr^ 
BickerstafF,” she mteirupted, " if you at this time 
of day contiadict people of virtue, and sLiii'l up tor 

ill women” No, no. Madam, said I, ‘"not 

$0 fast, she is reclaimed, and I fear you neyei will 

VOL, V. B 



2 TATtER. N® 210. 

be. Nay, nay. Madam, do not be in a passion j 
but let me tell you what you are. You are indeed 
ab good as your neighbours 5 but that is being very 
^d. You are a woman at the head of a family, 
and lead a perfect town-lady’s life. You go on 
your own way, and consult nothing but your glass. 
*\\ bat iroperfer tions indeed you see there, you im- 
mediately mend as fast as you can. You may do 
tile same by the faults I tell you of 5 for they arc 
much more in your power to correct. 

You are to know then, that you visiting ladies, 
that carr>' your virtue fiom house to house with so 
much prattle in each other’s applause, and triumph 
over other people s faults, I grant you, have but the 
speculation of vice in your own conversations j but 
promote the practice of it in all others you have to 
do with. 

As for you, Madam, your time passes away in 
dressmq:, eating, sleeping, and praying. When 
you rise m a morning, I grant you an hour spent 
very ell 5 but you come out to dress in so froward 
an humour, that the poor girl, who attends you, 
curses her very being in that she is your servant, 
for the pjjevish things you say to her. When this 
poor creature is put into a way, that good or evil 
are r-garded but as they relieve her from the hours 
she has and must pass with you, the next you have 
to do with is your coachman and footnaen. They 
convey your ladyship to church. While you are 
praying there, they are cursing, swearing, and 
drinking in an ale-house. During the time also 
which your ladyship sets apart for Heaven, you are 
to know, that your cook is sweating and fretting in 
preparation for your dinner. Soon after your meal 
you make visits, and the whole ’^orid that belcmgs 
to you speaks all the ill of you which ya^ ore re- 
peating of others. You see^ Madam^ 'wi^ever 
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way you go, all about you are in a very broad one. 
The morality of these people it is your pioper 
business to inquire into; and until you reform 
them, you had best let your equals alone ; otliei- 
wi«e, if I allow you you are not vitious, you must 
allow me you are not \ irtuoiis/' 

I took my leave, and recehed at my coming 
home the following letter : 

" Mr Bickerstaff^ 

I have lived a pure and undefiled xirgin these 
twenty-seven years ; and I assure you, it is with great 
grief and sonow of heart I tell }ou, that I become 
weary and impatient of the derision of the giaglers 
of our sex 5 who call me old maid, and lel* nje, T 
shall lead apes. If jou aie traly a patron ot the 
distressed, and an adept in astrology, \ ou w id ad- 
vise w'hether I shall, 01 ought to he pievaiVtl ipon 
by the iir pertinences of my own ecx la give uay 
to the importunities of yours. I as ure ^ ou, I * m 
surrounded with both, though at present a toiioi ii 

i am, &c ” 

I must defer my answer to this ladv o. t of a 
point of chronology. She sa\ s, she h?s bee n twenty- 
seven years a maid j but I fear, according to a com- 
mon error, she dates her vugiuay fioni her birth, 
which IS a very erromous method; foi a woman cf 
twenty is no more to be thought chaste so many 
years, than a man of , that age can be said to have 
been so long valiant. We must not allow people 
the favour of a virtue, until they have been unt’er 
the temptation to the contrary. A woman is nor a 
maid until her birth-day, as we call it, ot her hf- 
teenth year. My plaintiff is therefore desired to 
infearm me, whether she is at present in her twenty- 
eigbtli or forty-third year, and she sbaU be di^ 
patched accordingly. 


R a 
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SL James's Ckiffee-house^ August ii. 

^^pnffcbant came hither this monmig» and ^ead a 
ifioin a conespondent of his at Milan. It was 
the * th instant, N, S. The tbllowmg is an 
of it. On the 25th of the last month, five 
iton'.'nnd men were on theii march in the Lam- 
pouToan, under the command of general Wesell, 
haung received oid^rs from his Cathohc majesty to 
join him in his cump with all posable expedition. 
The duke of Anjou scon had intelligence of their . 
motion, and took aiesolution to decamp, in order 
to intercept them, within a days march of our 
army. The king of Spam was apprehensive the 
enemy might make such a movement, and com- 
manded general Stanhope with a body of horse, con- 
sisting ot fourteen squadrons, to observe their 
course, and pi event their passage over the livers 
Segra and Nc giiera, between Leri da and Balaguer. 

It happened to be the first day that officer had ap- 
peared abroad after a dangerous and violent fever 5 
but he lecelved the king's commands on this oc- 
casion with a joy which surmounted his present 
weakness, and on the a7th of last month came 
up with the enemy on the plains of Balaguer, The 
duke of Anjou’s rear-gnard, consisting of twenty- 
six squadions, that general sent intelligence of their 
posture to the king, and desired his majesty's or- 
ders to attack them. During the time which he 
waited for his instructions, he made his disposition 
for the chaige, which was to divide themse5\es into 
three bodies , one to be commanded by himself in 
the centre, a body on the right by count Maurice of 
Nassau, and tlie third on the left by the earl of 
Kocliford, Upon the receipt of his majesty’s di- 
rection to attack the enemy, the general himself 
charged with the utmost vigour and rcaolutionjt 
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while the carl of Rochford and count Maurice ex- 
tended themselves on his right and left, to prevent 
the advantage the enemy might make of the snpe- 
rionty of their numbers What apper’-s to have 
misled the enemy’s general in this affair was, "h-it it 
was not supposed practicable that the roniedeiates 
would attack him till they had received a reinforce- 
ment For this reason he pursueu his maich \Mth- 
out facing about, till we were actually conj.ng on to 
engagement General Stanhope’s disposif'cn mnde 
it impracticable to do it at that time 5 count Mau- 
rice and the earl of Rocliford attackmg them in the 
instant m which they were foiming themselves. 
The charge was made with the greatest gallantry, 
and tlie enemy very soon put into so great di'sorder, 
that their whole cavalry were commanded to sup- 
port their real -guard Upon the advance of this 
reinforcement, all the horse of the king of Spain 
were come up to sustain general Stanhope, inso- 
much, that the battle improved to a general en- 
gagement of the cavalry of both armies. After a 
warm dispute for some time, it ended m the utter 
defeat of all the duke of Anjou’s hoise. Upon the 
dispatch of these advices, that prince was retiring 
towards Lerida. We have no account of any con- 
siderable loss on our side, except that both those 
heroic youths, the earl of Rochford and count 
Nassau, fell m this action. They were, you know, 
both sons of persons who had a great place in the 
confidence of your late king William j and I doubt 
not but their deaths will endear their families, 
which were ennobled by him, in your nation. Ge- 
neral Stanhope has been reported by the enemy* 
dead of liis wounds j but he received only a slight 
contusion on the shoiAder. 

P. S. We acknowledge you here a mighty 6rav© 
people } but you axe said to love quanelling so wijk 
B 3 ™ 
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that yoa cannot be quiet at home* The favoorera 
of the house of Bourbon among us affirm, that tWs 
Stanhope, who could as it were get out of fais sick- 
bed to fight against their king of Spain, must be of 
the antimonarchicai party* 


N*g!!. TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1710- 


> Nequei mmtrare^ & sent:o tanitim^ 

JUV.Sat.Vlf. 55. 

V/hit 1 caa fancf, but can ne’er express. 

PaypEK. 


Sunday, August 1 ^. 

Ip there were no other consequences of it, but 
barely that human creatures on this day assemble 
themselves before their Creator, without regard to 
their usual employments, their minds at leisure 
from the cares of this life, andtlieir bodies adorned 
with the best attiie they can bestow on them j I 
say, were this mere outward celebration of a Sab- 
bath all that is expected from men, even that were 
a laudable distinction, and a purpose worthy the 
human nature. But when there is added to it the 
sublime pleasure of devotion, our being is exalted 
above itself; and he, who spends a seventh ^ in 
the contemplation of the next life, will not easily 
fall into the conuptions of this in the other six. 
They, who never admit thoughts of this kind into 
their nuagioations,. Jose higher and sweeter satis* 
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factions than can be raised by any other entertain- 
ment. The most illiterate man who is touched 
with devotion, and uses frequent exercises of it, 
contracts a certain greatness of mind, mingled with 
a noble simplicity, that raises him above those of 
the same condition ^ and theie is an indelible mark 
of goodness in those who sincerely possess it It is 
baldly possible it should be otherwise, for the ter- 
vors of a pious mind will naturally contract such an 
earnestness and attention towards a better being, as 
will make the ordinary passages of life go oif with a 
becoming indiderence. By this a man in the low est 
condition will not appear mean, or m the iiiost 
splendid fortune insolent. 

As to all the intricacies and vicissitudes, under 
which men are ordinarily entangled with the ut- 
most sorrow and passion, one who is devoted to 
Heaven, when he falls into such difficulties, is led 
by a clue through a labyrinth As to this world, 
be does not pretend to skill in the mazes of it , but 
fixes his thoughts upon one certainty, that he shall 
soon be out of it. And we may ask very boldly, 
what can be a more sure consolation than to have 
an hope in death ? When men are arrived at think- 
ing of their very dissolution with pleasure, how few 
things are there that can be terrible to them ! Cer- 
tainly, nothing can be dreadful to such spirits, but 
what would make death terrible to them, fals^ood 
towards man, or impiety towards Heaven. To 
such as these, as there are certainly many such, 
the gratifications ot innocent pleasures are doubled, 
even with reflections upon their imperfection. The 
ffisappmntments, which naturally attend the gieat 
promises we make ourselves in expected enjoy- 
ments, strike no damp upon such men, but only 
quicken their hopes of soon knowing joys, wUdh 
are too pure to admit of allay or satiety* 
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It is thdiaght, Mong the politer sort of man- 
Itind, aa imperfection to \iant a relish of any of 
those things \vhich refine our lives. This is the 
foundation of the acc^tance which eloquence, 
music, and poetry make in the world j and I know 
not why devotion, considered merely as an exal- 
tation of our happiness,^ should not at least be so far 
legrrded ?s to be considered. It is possible, the 
veiy inqui'/ would lead men into such thoughts 
and gratifications, as they did not expect to meet 
witn in this place. IMany a good acquaintance has 
been lost from a general prepossession in his dis- 
fa\onr, and a severe aspect has often hid under it a 
\en" agieeabiecorap'inion 

There aie no distinguishing qualities among men 
to which theie aie not false pretenders, but though 
ncae is more pretended to than tiiat of devotion, 
there a’-e, perhaps, fewer succc«^srai impostors in 
this kind tii-^ n anv other. Thc^e is soniething so 
jr.tnely gicat and good in a pCi'son that is tiuly 
Ci \ont, t’';t an aukwaid man mar as well pretend 
to be e.crt.el, as aa hj^ocrite to be pious. The 
t in words and actions aie equally vifcible 
in bcih Ct’ses , and any th*xig set up m their loom 
dies but remove the endeavouieis farther off from 
ilit.r prctenhions. But, bowe’verthe sense of true 
piety is ..bated, there n no othei motive of action 
til '1 car cariy^us through all the ^ icissitudes of life 
with rKicntv and resolution But piety, like pliilo- 
to^hy, when it is superficial, does but make men 
pppe:w* the v^oj^e for it 5 and a principle that is but 
hall ucli^ed1loca but distract, instead of guiding 
oi'i beh'iviour. V^'licn I ledsqt upon the imequ^ 
conduct of Lotius, I see many things that run di- 
lectly counter to his inteiest, Uieiefore 1 cannot at- 
tnbnte his lalxiur^, for tlie public good to ambition. 
When 1 consider his disiegard to bis fortune, I can- 
3 
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« not esteem feim covetous. How then can I recon- 
cile his neglect of himself, and his zeal for others ? 
I have long suspected him to be a htde pious 
but no man ever hid bis vice with greater caution, 
than he does his virtue. It was the piaise of a great 
koman, that he had rather be, than appear, 
good.” But such is the weakness of Lotins, that 
J dare say he had rather be esteemed irreligious^ 
than devout. By I know not what impatience of 
raillery, he is wonderfully fearful of being thought 
too great a believer. A hundred little devices are 
made use of to hide a time of pnvate devotion ; 
and he will allow you any suspicion of his being ill 
employed, so you do not tax him witii being well- 
But alas * how mean is such a behaviour * To 
boast of virtue, is a most ridiculous way of disap- 
pointing the merit of it, but not so pitiful as that of 
being ashamed of it How unhappy is the wretch, 
who makes the most absolute and independent mo** 
tive of action the cause of perplexity and incon- 
stancy ^ How different a hgurc does Caslicolo make 
with all who know him ^ His great and superior 
mind, frequently exalted by the raptuies of hea- 
venly meditation, is to all his friends of the same 
use, as if an angd were to appear at the decision of 
their disputes. They very well understand, he is 
as much disinterested and unbiassed as such a being. 
He considers all applications made to bun, as those 
addresses will affect his own application to Heaven. 
Ail his determinations are delivered with a beautiful 
humility , and he pronounces his decisions with the 
air of one who is more frequently a supplicant than 
a judge. 

Thus humble, and thus great, is the man who is 
moved by piety, and exalted by devotion. But be- 
hold this recommended by the masterly hand of* -a 
great divine I have heretofore made bold with, 
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It is such a pleasure as can never doy or over- 
work the mind 5 a delight that grows and improves 
nndet thought and refiecnon $ and while it ex- 
ercisesy does also endear itsdf to the mind. AU^ 
pleasures that affect the body must needs 
because they transport ; and all tran^iportation is a 
violence ; aiid no \ioience can be lasting $ but de- 
termines upon the falling of the spirits, which am 
not able to keep up that" height of motion that the 
pleasure of the senses raises them to. And there- 
fore how inevitably does an immoderate laughter 
end in a sigh, whsdb is only nature’s recoveiing it- 
self after a force done to it ! but the religious plea- 
sure of a well-disposed mind mot'es gendy, and 
therefore constantly. It does not affect by rapture 
and ec'^tasy, but Is like the pleasuie *of health, 
greater and stronger than those that cal] up the 
senses with grosser and more adecting impressions. 
No man’s body is as strong as his appetit^-s ,* but 
Heaven has corrected the boundlessness of his vo- 
luptuous desires by stinting his strength, and con- 
tracting his capaciiieb. — The pleasure of the re- 
ligious man is an easy and a portable pleasure, such 
an one as he carries about in his bosom* without 
alarming cither the eye or the envy of the worlcf. 
A man putting all his pleasures into this one, is like 
a traveller putting all his goods into one jewel j the 
value Is the same, and the convenience greatei; ' 


* Pr. ^outha 
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w 212. THURSDAY, AUGUST 17 , nio. 


From my ewn Apartment, August 26 . 

I HAVE had much importa&i^ to answer the fol- 
lowing letter : 

Mr. Bickbrstare, 

Reading over a volume of yoors^ I find the 
words Simplex Munditm mentioned a$ a descnp* 
tion of a very well-dressed v^oman. I beg of you> 
for the sake of the seR« to explain these terms. I 
cannot comprehend what *y brother means, when 
he tells me, they signify my own name, which 
is. Sir, 

Yout hnmble servant, 

Feaih EhOXtISH/’ 

t think the !ad/s brother has ^ven 12$ a very good 
idea of that elegant expression j it being the greatest 
beauty of speech to be close and intdligible. To 
this endf nothing Is to be more carefiiUy consulted 
than plainness* In a lady*s attire this is the single 
excellences for to be, what'some people call, fine, 
is the same vice in that case, to be florid, is m 
writing or speaking { have studied and writ oiv 
this important su^ect, until 2 almost despair or 
making a reformation in the females of this island ; 
where we have more beauty than in any spot in the 
universe, if we did not wguise it by false 
suture, and detract from it by impertinent 
provemeats. I have by me a treatise concerning 
pinners^ which, I have some hopes, will contribute 
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to the amendment of tbe present head-dresses, to 
which I have solid and unanswerable objections. 
But most of the errors in that, and other particulars 
of adorning the head^ are crept into the woild from 
the ignorance of modem thewomm j foi it is come 
to that pass, tliat an aukward creature m the first 
5 ear of her apprenticeship, that can haidly stick a 
jjin, shall take upon her to dress a woman of the 
first quality. However, it is certain, that thei© 
requires in a good tirewoman a perfect skill in 
optics , foi all the force of ornament is to contri- 
bute to the intention of the eyes. Thus she, who 
has a mind to look killing, must arm her face ac- 
ccrding'^y, and not iea^e her eyes and cheeks un- 
diessed. There is Araminta, who is so sensible of 
tills, that she ne\ er will see even hei own husband, 
without a hood on^ Can any one living bear to see 
Miss Giuel, lean as she is, with her heir tied lack 
after the modern way ^ But such is the folly of our 
ladies, lliat because one who is a beauty, out of os- 
tentation of her being such, takes care to wear 
sonietliing that she knows cannot be of any conse- 
quence to her complexion , I say, our women run 
on so heedlessly in the fashion, that though it is the 
interest of some to hide as much of then faces as 
possible, yet because a leading Toast apjieared with 
a ladward head-dress, the rest shall follow the 
mode, without observing that the author of the 
fashion assumed it because it could become no one 
but heiself. 

Flavin is ever well-dressed, and always the gen- 
teelcst woman you meet: but the make of her 
'mind veiy much contributes to the ornament of her 
body. Sfic has the greatest simplicity of manners, 
of any of her sex. This makes e\eiy tjung look 

♦ MiSi Aon Oidfi«ld| tbe actress. 
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native about her, and her cloaths are so exactly 
fitted, tliat they appear, as it were, part of her 
person. Eveiy one mat sees her knows her to be 
of quality 5 bather distinction is owing to her man- 
ner, and not to her habit. Her beauty is full o£ 
attraction, but not of allurement. Theie is srich a 
composuxe 111 her looks, and propiiety in her dress, 
that you would think it impossible she should change 
the garb, you one day sec her in, for any thing so 
becoming, until you day see her m another. 
There is no other mysteiy in this, but that hovvever 
she is appaieiled, she is herself the same for tiiere 
ih so immediate a relation between our thoughts 
and gestuies, tiiat a \t Oxuan must think well to looR 
well. 

Hut this weighty subject I must put off for seme 
other matteib, in which my cones>pondepts are ur- 
gent for answei's , which I shell where I cm, 
and appeal to the judgment ot others wheie I 
cannot. 

Ma. BiCKFUSTtFF, Ji4gicrJ 17 Jo. 

Taking the air the other day on horsi*bj*ck m 
the green lane that leads to Southgate, I discovered 
coming towards me a person \%ell mounted m a 
mask and I accordingly expected, as aay one 
would, to have been robbed. But when we came 
up with each other, the spark, to my gieater sur- 
prize, \eiy peaceably gave me the way 5 winch 
made me take courage enough to ask him, if he 
maj^queraded, or how ? He made me no answ er, 
bat still couiuiued incogmto. This was ceruinly 
an ass, in a lion’s skm; a haunicss bull-beggai, 
who dehghtb to flight innocent people, and s«t them 
a gdloping I bethou'>ht m}self of putting good 
a jCjt upon him, and had tuined my boise, with a 

VOL, V, Q 
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deragn to pursue b!m to London, and get him apw 
piehended, on ssspicion of being a h ghwayman : 
bnl when I reSected, that it was the proper o^ce 
df the magistrate to punish only knaves, and that 
we had a Censor of Great^Bntaiii for people of 
another denomination, I immediately determined to 
prosecute him in your court only This unjitsd- 
dahle frolic 1 take to be neither wit nor humour, 
theretCMre hope you will do me, and as many otheis 
as woe that day fnghted, justice* 

] am. Sir, 

Your diend and servant, 

J.L.*' 

" Si», 

The gentleman your pardon, and frighted 
you out of fear of frighting you ; for ho is just come 
out of the smal^poa/* 

Ma. BicxBESTArr, 

Your distinction conremlng the time of com-» 
mencing virgins is allowed to be just, I write you 

S thanks for it, in the twenty-eighth year of my 
, and twelfth of my viiginity . But I am to ask 
you another ^[aestion ; may a woman be said to liv«e 
any more years a maid, than she continues to he 
courted? 

i am, &c.** 

^‘SiR, Jtigust n;, 

observe that the Postman of Saturday last, 

S an account of the acdon in Spam, has this 
^ ^ t turn of expression } general Stanhope, 
who in the whole action expressed as much bra^ e y 
as ooniioct, received a contusion in his nght 
shoidder* I should be glad to know, Aether this 
cautious pcditiciau means to commend or to 
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Km, by saying, * He expressed as much bravery 
as conduct F If you can explain this dubious phrase^ 
It will inform the public, and oblige, Sir, 

Your humble servant, &c»*^ 


K^213. SATURDAY, AUGUST 19 , 17l0v 


Skcer^Iane, August z8< 

TflEut has of late crept in among the downright 
Rnglish a mighty spirit of dissimulation. But, be* 
fore we discourse of this vice, it will be necessary 
to observe, that the learned make a difference be* 
tween simulation and dissimulation* Simulation la 
a pretence of what is not, and dissimulation is a 
concealment of what is. The latter is our present 
affair. When you look round you in public places 
in. tKs island, you see the generality of mankind 
cany in their countenance an m of challenge or de>« 
fiance ^ and there is no such man to be found among 
us, who naturally strives to do ^eater honours and 
civilities than he receives. TKs innate suUenness 
ck stubbornness of complexion is hardly bo be 
qpered by any of our islapders.. Bor which reason^ 
however they may pretend to chouse one another, 
they make but vexy aukward rogues ; and thdr dis.* 
like t&esch other is seldom so well dissembled, but 
!t Is suspected. When once it is so, it had ts good 
be pre^essed* A man who dissembles well must 
have none of what we call stomach, otherwise he 
will be cold In bis professions of good-will where 
he bate&i an imperfecrion of the bstili ccnsejumica 
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la basiness. This fierceuess in our natures is ap- 
parent from the conduct of our young fellows, ho 
are not got into the schemes and arts of life which 
the children of the world walk by. One would 
think that, of course, when a man of any conse- 
<5uence for his figure, his mien, or his giavity, 
passe'j by a youth, he should certainly have 3 ie first 
advance^ of salutation , but he is, you may observe, 
treated in a quite different manner 5 it being the 
vejy cbaiacterislic of an English temper to defy. 
As"I am an Englishman, I find it a very haid matter 
to bring my&elt to pull otF the hat first 5 but it is 
the only way to be upon any good terms with those 
we meet witli. Therefore the first advance is of 
hi^li moment. Men judge of others by them- 
fcehes^ and he that will command with ns must 
condescend. It moves one's spleen veiy agieeably, 
to^ see fellows pretend to be dissemblers without 
this lesson. Thev are so reservedly complaisant 
until they have learned to resign their natural 
passions, tlint all the steps they make tow ards gam- 
ing those, w'hom they would be well with, are but 
so many marks of wmat they really aie, and not of 
wh'it they would appear. 

The rough Britons, when they pretend to be art- 
ful tow’ards one another, arc ridiculous enough ; but 
when they^ set up for vices they have not, and dis- 
semble tbeii good with an aiFectation of ill, they are 
insupportable, I know two men m this town who 
make as good figuies as any in it, that manage their 
credit so well as to be thought atheists, and yet say 
their prayers mormng and evening, Tom Springly, 
the other day, pretended to go to an assignation 
with a mariied w'oman at Rosamond’s Pond, and 
was seen soon attei leading the responses with great 
gravity at six-a-clock prayers. 
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Skeer-hme, August 17. 

Though the following epistle bears a jast accu- 
sation of myself, yet m regal d it is a moie ad\an- 
tageous piece of justice to another, I insert it at 
large. 

Garratvays Coffee-house^ August 10. 

"Mr Bickerst\pf, 

" I hav e lately read your Paper, wherein you re- 
present a conversation hetwem a young lady, your 
three nephews, and j ourself f and am not a little 
offended at the figure you give year 3.oUi-»g mer- 
chant in the piesence of a beauty. Tiie topic of 
love IS a subject on which a man is more benolden 
to nature for his eloquence, than to die instiuction 
of the schools, or my ladys woman. Fiom the 
two latter your scholar and pige must have reaped 
all their advantage above him — 1 know by tius time 
you have pronounced me a tiader. I acknowledge 
it , but cannot be?i the exclu*>ion from any pretence 
of speaking agreeably to a fine woman, or from any 
degree ot geneiobity that way. You have among 
us cidzens many well-wishers 5 but it is for the 
justice of your representations, which w'e, perhaps, 
sue better judges of than you (by the account you 
give of your nephew) seem to allow, 

"To give you an opportunity of making us^some 
reparation, I desire you would tell, your own way, 
the following instance of heroic love in the city. 
You aie to remember, tlut somewhere in your 
writings, for enlarging the ten itories of virtue and 
honour^ you have suuluphed die opportun ties of 
attaining to heroic ^ nine , and have hmted, that 
ill whatever state ot life a man is, if he does things 
above what is ordinarily pei termed by men of hu 
rank, he is in those instances an hvro# 
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** Tom Trueman, a yonng gentleman of eighteen 
years of age, fell pas<iionateIy in love with the 
beauteous Almira, daughter to his master. Her 
regard for him was tio less tender. I’nieman was 
better acquainted with his master's affans than his 
daughter^ and secretly lamented, that each' day 
brought him by many miscarriages nearer bank- 
ruptcy than the former. This unhappy posture of 
their affairs, the youth suspected, was owing to the 
all-management of a factor, in whom his master 
had an entire confidence. Trueman took a proper 
occasion, vb hen his master was ruminating on his 
decaying fortune, to address him for leave to spend 
the remainder of his time with his foreign cor- 
respondent. During thiee years stay in that em- 
ployment, he became acquainted with all that con- 
cerned his master, and by his great address in the 
management of that knowledge saved him tea 
thousand pounds. Soon alter tins accident, True- 
man's unde left him a considerable estate. Upoa 
ftreceiving that advice, he returned to England, and 
demanded Almira of her father. The faUier, over- 
joyed at the match, oJfFered him the ten thousand 
pounds he had saved him, with the further pro- 
posal of resigifing to him all his business. Trueman 
reused boA | and retired into the country with his 
bride, comented with his own fortune, though 
perfectly skilled in all the methods of improving 

" It is to be noted, that Trueman refused twenty 
thousand pounds with another young lady; so 
tot reckoning both bis self-denials, he is to have 
ia your court the merit of having given thirty 
thousand pounds for the woman he loved. This 
genliemaii I claim your justice to j and hope you 
wijl be ccajTlBced that some of ns hare lar^ 
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^tews than only Cash Debtor^ Per contra Cre* 
ditor. Yours, 

Bzcbakd Trapfick.** 

« N. B. Mr. Thomas Trueman of Lirae-street is 
g ntereA among the heroes of domestic life. 

Charles Lillie*'** 


ST 214. TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1710. 


S^Us ^aferta tertna. 

^ unit poitru cegmsctre siffds. 

VXRO* Georg; 395. 


■ •Tis easy to descry 

Setttimog suns, and a sereaer dcy. Dapptir. 

From my own Apartment, August 2X« 

Ih evezy pairty there are two sorts of men, the rigid 
and the supple. The rigid are an intractatde race 
of mortals, who act upon piindple, and will not, 
£»:$ooth, fall into any measures that are not con- 
sistent with their reeeived nodons of honour. These 
are persons of a stubborn unpUant morality $ that 
sullenly adhere to their driends, when they are dis- 
graced, and to their prindples, though are 
exploded. I shall therefore ^ve op this stiff- 
necked generation to thdr own obstina^, and tarn 
mf thoi^ts to the advazdnge of the supp^ who 
pay their homage to places, and not persons ; and, 
withoufenslanug themsdves toany partied 
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of opinions^ are as ready in change their conduct in 
point of sentiment a^ of fajshion. The trell-dis* 
ciplined p-irt of a court are geneially so perfect at 
their exercise, that you may see a whole assembly^ 
fiom front to rear, face about at once to a new man 
of power, though at the same time, they turn their 
backs upon him that bi ought them thither. The 
great hardship these complaisant membeis of so- 
ciety are under, seems to be the want of warning 
upon any appicacmug change or revolution 5 so 
that thejf' are obliged in a hurry to tack about with 
every wind, and stop shoit in the midst of a full 
ca* ::cr, to the gre<it surpiize and derision of their 
b'h.ld’rs. 

When a man foresees a decaying ministry, he has 
leisure to grow- a rnalecontent, leSect upon the pre- 
sent conduct, ard by gradual murmurs fall off from 
ins fi lends into a new party, by just steps and mea- 
suies. For want of such notices, I have formerly 
known a t cry well-bred person refuse to return a 
bow of a man whom he thought in disgrace, that 
w^as ne\t duv made secretary of state ; and another, 
who, after a long neglect of a minister, came to his 
levee, and made professions of zeal for his service 
the very day before be was turned out. 

This produces also unavoidable confusions and 
mistakes in the descriptions of great mens parts 
and merits. Thai antient Lyric, Mr. D’Urfcy, some 
years ago writ a dedication to a certain lord, m 
which he celebrated him for the greatest poet 
critic of that age, upon a misinformation in Dyer’s 
X^ter, that his noble patron was made lord cham* 
beiiain. In shoit, innumerable votes, speeches, 
ai«I sermons, Ijare been thrown away, and turned 
to no account, merely for want of due and timely 
intelligence, Nay, it has been known, that a pa- 
aegync has been half printed ofii when the poet. 
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upon the removal of the minister, has been forced 
to alter it into a satire. 

For the conduct therefore of such useful persons, 
as are ready to do their country service upon all oc- 
casions, I have an engine m my study, v.hich is a 
sort of a Political Barometer, or, to speak more 
intelligibly, a State Weather-glass, that, by the 
rising and falling of a ceitam magical liquor, pie- 
sages all changes and revolutions in goiernment, as 
the common glass does those of the weather. This 
Weatiier-glass is said to have been invented by 
Cardan, and given by him as a present to his great 
countryman and contemporary Machiavel j which, 
by the way, may serve to lectify a received error in 
chronology, tliat places one of these some years 
after the otlien How or when it came Into my* 
hands, I shall desire to be excused, it I keep to 
myself 5 but so it is, that 1 have walked by it for 
the better part of a centary to my safety at least, if 
not to my advantage , and have among my papers a 
register of all the changes, that have happened in it 
ri-om the middle of queen Elizabetlfs reign. 

In the time of that princesb it stood long at Settled 
Fair. At the latter end of king James the Fust, it 
fell to Cloudy. It held several years after at Stormy^ 
insomuch, mat at last, despainng of seeing any 
clear weather at home, I followed the royal exile, 
and some time after finding my Glass rise, returned 
to my native country, with the rest of the loyalists. 
I was then in hopes to pass the remainder of my 
days in Settled Fair : but alas ! during the greatest 
part of that reign the English nafioa lay in a dead 
calm, which, as it is usual, was fallowed by high 
winds and tempests, until of late years j in whicn, 
with unspeakable joy and satisfaction, I have seen 
our political weatlier returned to Settled Fair. I 
must only observe, that for all this la^t summer my 
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Glaps has pwflted at Changeable^ Upoo the whole, 
1 often apply to Fortune £neas*s speech to the 
Sibyls 

, 1 1 ,.. i^ctn tfUa laihorttm 
V vi^gHf mva m factes tmpttm e surg’t : 

Oania Pr^eeei^f ^itgue ammo mfcum anie petagh 

VlJtG Mn. VI. wi. 

, Uo terror to my vietv, 

Ko frightful face of danger can foe new : 

The mind foreiels whatever comes lo pass ; 

A thoughcfal miadi is BiTtmie*s IVea her*g!ass. 

The advantages, which have accrued to thosA 
^•hom I faa\e advised In their affairs, by virtue of 
this sort of prescience, have been very considerable* 
A nephew of mine, who has never put his money 
into the stocks, or taken it out, without my advice, 
has in a few years raised five hundred pounds to ai • 
most so many thousands. As for myself, who look 
upon riches to consist rather in coiitt nt than pos- 
se^isions, and measure the greatness of the mind 
rather by Its tranquillity than its ambition, I ha^e 
seldom used my Glass to make my way in the 
world, but often to retire fiom it. This is a bye*» 
path to happiness, which was first discovered to me 
by a most pleasing apophth^m ot Pythagoras: 

When tile winds,” says he, 4 |‘* rise, worship the 
echo,” That great philosopher (whether to make 
his doctimes die more venerable, or to gild his 
precepts with the beauty of imagination, or to 
awaken the curiosity of his disciples, for I will not 
suppose, what is usually said, that he did it to 
conceal his^ wisdom from the vulgar) has couched 
several admirable precepts in remote allusions, and 
mysterious sentences. By the winds in this apoph- 
thegm^ are meant state hnrncanes and popular 
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tumults. ^^Wbcn these rise/* says he, worship 
the echo/’ that is, witbdiaw yourself from the 
Biultitatie into deserts, woods, solitudes, or the like 
retirements, which are the usual habitations of the 
echo. 


IT 215. THURSDAY, AUGUST 24, 1710. 


From my own Apartment, Augtist 23 . 

hysMsvEiL has writ to me out of the country, and 
tells me, alter many other circumstances, that he 
had passed a great deal of time with much pleasure 
and tranquillity 5 until his happiness was interrupted 
by an indiscreet fiatteier, who came down into 
those parts to visit a relation. Witli the circum- 
stauces in which be represents the matter, he had 
no smalhprovocation to he offended j for he attached 
him in so wrong a season, that he could not have 
any relish of pleasure in it; though, perhaps, at 
an^er time it might have passed upon him without 
giving him much uneasiness. Lysander had, after 
a long satiety of the town, been so happy as to get 
to a sohtude he extremely hked, and recovered a 
pleasure he had long discontinued, that of reading. 
He was got to the bank ctf a rivulet, covered by a 
pleasing shade, and fanned by a soft breeze $ which 
threw his mind hito that sort of composure and at- 
tention, in vchich a man, though with inddence, 
enjoys the utmost liveliness of his spirits, and the 
greatest stroogth of his mind at the same time. In 
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this state, Lysander represents that he was reading 
Virgirs Georgies, when on a sudden the gentleman 
above-mentioned sui prized him, and without anjr 
manner of preparation falls upon him at once: 

What ! I have found } ou at last, after searching 
all o\er the wood! wanted you at cards after 
dinner; but you are much better employed I have 
heaid indeed tliat you are an es^cellent scholar. But 
at the same time, it is not a little unkind to rob tiie 
ladies, who like you so "vicll, of the pleasme of your 
company ^ But that is indeed the misfortune of you 
gicat scholaisj you aie sdidom so fit for the woild 
a» those uho never trouble themselves witli books. 
Well, I see you aie t^Len up with your learning 
there, and I leave }on.** Lysander says, he 
made him no answei, but took a resolution to com- 
plain to me. 

It IS a substantial afiiiction, when men govern 
thfmsehes by the rules of good-breeding, that by 
the very foice ci them they are subjected to the inso- 
lence ot those, who either nc\er wdll, oi never can, 
ULclcrsland tljcm. superficial pait of mankind 
foiin to tiiem^^cLes Imlc messuics of behaviour fioni 
the outbide oi things. By the force of these naiiovv 
conceptioni., they act among themselves with ap- 
plause 5 and do not appiehend,‘tfiey aie contempti- 
ble to these of higher understanding, who are re- 
strained by decencies abo've their knowledge from 
shewing a disLke. Hence it is, that because com- 
plaisance is a good quality in conveisation, one im- 
pel tinenc takes upon him on all occasions to com- 
mend, and because math is agieeable, another 
thinks ht etcir.?]]} to jest. I have of late receiv t d 
many packeS of leiteis^ complaining ot these spiead- 
ing evils x\ lady wdio i', lately ariived at the Bath 
acqu'^iiits me, tLeie weic in the slage-coacb wheie- 
in fahe w ent down a common fialtcrei, and a commou 
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jester. These gentlemen were, she tells me," rivals 
in her favour, and adds, if there ever happened a 
case wherein of two peisons one was not liked more 
than another, it was in that joarnej. They didered 
only in proportion to the degree of dislike between 
the nauseous and the insipid. Both these characters 
of men aie bom out of a barrenness of imagination. 
They are never tools by nature, but become such 
out of an impotent ambition of being, what she never 
intended tliem, men of wit and conversation. I 
therefoie think fit to declare* that accoiding to tlie 
known law s of this land, a man may be a \ery honest 
gentleman, and enjoy himself and hi^ fiiend. With- 
out being a wit ; and I absolve all men from taking 
pains to be such for the future. As the present case 
s»taad&, is it not very unhappy that Lysander must 
be attacked and applauded m a wood, and Corinna 
jolted and commended la a stage coach, and this 
for no manner of reason, but because other people 
have a mind to shew their parts ^ I grant lU'Ieed, if 
thcac people, as they have understanding enough for 
it, w'oiiid confine then accomplishments to those of 
tiiCu own degree of talents, it were to be toleiatedj 
Ivit when they aie so insolent as to interrupt the me- 
dications of the wise, the conversations of the agree- 
aLI-", rnd the whole behavioui of the modest, it be- 
comes d giievance naturally in my jurisdiction. 
Among tiiera'.dv es, I can not only overlook, but ap- 
prove it. I was present the other day at a conversa- 
tion, whem a man of this height of breeding and 
seii'-e told a young woman of the same form, To 
be sure. Madam, cveiy thing must please that comes 
from a lady/’ She answered, "I know. Sir, you 
aie so much a gentleman, that you tiilnkso.” Why, 
this was very util on both sid. s 5 and it is impossible 
tht^t such a gentleman and lady should do oUicrwise 
than think wdi of one another. These are but ioos« 
vou r. ^ 
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hmts of the dbtarbances in human society, for which 
there is j'et no remedy: but I shall m a little time 
publish tables of icspect and civility, by which per- 
sons may be instructed in the proper times and sea- 
sons, as well as at what degiee of intimacy a man 
may be allowed to commend or rail) his companions ; 
the" pi omiscuons licence of which IS, at present, far 
from being among the small errors in conversation. 

P, S. The following letter was left, with a re-s 
quest to be immediately answered, lest the artifices 
used against a lady in distress may come into com^- 
mon practice. 

Sir, 

** My eldest sister bmied her husband about sis 
months ago, and at his funeral, a gentleman of 
more art than honesty, on the night of his mteiment, 
while she was not herself, but in the utmost agony 
of her guef, spoke to her of the subject of love. . In 
that weakness and distraction which my sister u as 
in, as one ready to fall is apt to lean on any body, 
he obt^ned her promise of marriage, which was ac- 
cordingly consqlnroated eleven weeks after. There 
is Qo affiiction cpmcs alone, but one brings another. 
My sister is nqw ready to lye-in. She humbly asks 
of you, as you are a friend to the sex, to let her 
know, who is the lawful father of this child, or whe- 
ther she may not be relieved from |his second mar- 
nage 5 considering it was promiseiit^nder such cir- 
cumstances as one may very well suppose she did not 
what she did voluntarily, but because she was help- 
less otherwise. She Is advised something about en- 
gagements made In gaol, w'hich she thinks the same, 
as to the reason of the thmg. But, dear Sir, she 
relies upon your advice, and gives you her service ^ 
as does your humble servant, ^ 

BESacCA MlURIFFa**^ 
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The case is very hard; and I fear the plea she is 
advised to make, from the sirmhtude of a man who 
is in duresse, will not prevail* But though 1 des- 
pair of remedy as to dxe mother, die law gives tlie 
cliild hzs choice of his father where the birth is thus 
iegally ambiguous. 

" To Isaac Bicker staff, Esquiie. 

The humble Petition of the Company of Lmendra- 

pers,. residing within the liberty of Westminster, 

Sheweth, 

That there has of late prevailed among the la- 
dies so great an affectation of nakedness, that they 
have not only left the bosom wholly bare, but low- 
ered their stays some inches below the former mode^ 
That, in particular, Mrs. Arabella Overdo has 
not the least appearance of linen, and our best 
customers shew but little above the small of their 
backs. 

** That by this means your Petitioners are in dan- 
ger of losing the advantage of coveting a ninth part 
of every woman of quality in Great-Bntain. 

"Your Petitioners humbly ofiTer the premises 
to your Indulgence's consideration, and shall 
ever, 

Before I answer this Petition, X am inclined to ex* 
amine the oJSFenders mysdf* 
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■ - Nagn add re p*nduu 

iiOK. I Ep. 1.4*. 

Weight aad importance some to tndes give. 

R. WyNsa. 

From my own Apartment^ August 25. 

Nature is fall of wonders, every atom is a stand- 
ing miracle, and endowed with such qualities, as 
could not be impiessed on it by a power and wisdom 
less than infinite. For this reason, I would not dis- 
courage any searches that aie made into the most mi- 
nute and tiivial parts of the creation. However, 
since the world abounds m the noblest fields of spe- 
culation, it IS, methmks, the maik of a little genius, 
to be wholly conversant among insects, reptJes, ani- 
malcules, and those tnfling janties that furnish out 
the apartment of a virtuoso. 

There are some men whose heads are so oddly 
turned this way, that though they are utter stran- 
gers to the common occurrences of life, they are 
able to dibcovei the sex of a cockle, or describe the 
generation of a mite, m all its ciicumstances. They 
are so httie versed in the world, that they scarce 
know a horse from an ox 5 bnt, at the same time, 
nvill tell you with a great deal of gravity, that a fiea 
gs a rhinoceros, aud a snail an hermaphiodite. I 
nave known one of the®' \\hinisical philosophers, 
who has set a greater value upon a collection of 
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ders than he would upon a flock of sheep, and has 
sold his coat off his back to purchase a ta7 antula. 

I would not have a scholar wholly unacquainted 
with these secrets and cunosities of nature , but cer- 
tainly the mind of man, that is capable of so much 
higher contemplations, should not be altogether fixed 
upon such mean and disproportioned objects. Ob- 
servations of this kind are apt to alienate us too much 
from tlie knowledge of the world, and to make us 
seiious upon trifles*, by which means they eiipose 
philosophy to the ridicule of the witty, and contempt 
of the Ignorant In shoit^ studies of thiS nature 
should be the diversions, relaxauons, and amuse^ 
ments , not the care, business^ and concern of life. 

It IS indeed wonderful to consider, that there 
should be a sort of learned men, wlio are wliolly em- 
ployed in gatbeiing together tlieiefuse ox" natuie, if 
I may call it so, and hoarding up in their chests and 
cabinets such creatures as otlieis mdustnously avoid 
the sight of One does not know how to mention 
some of the most precious parts of tlieir tieasurc, 
widtout a kind of an apology for it. I have been 
shewn a beetle valued at twenty crowns, and a toad 
at an hundred : but we must take this for a general 
rule, That whatever appears trivial or obscene in 
the common notions of the world, looks giave and 
philosophical in the eye of a Virtuoso.** 

To shew this humour in its perfection, I shall 
present my reader with the legacy of a ce^iain Vir- 
tuoso, who laid out a considerable estate in natural 
rarities and curiosities, which upon his death-bed 
he bequeathed to liis relations and fiiends, in tlie 
following words : 

The Winn of a Virtuoso. 

I Nicholas Gimcrack, being in sound health of 
mindj but in great weakness of body, do by this my 
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last will and testament bestow my wmldly goods and 
chattels in manner following ; 

Imprimh, To my dear wife. 

One box of butterflies. 

One drawer of shells, 

A female skeleton, 

A dried cockatrice. 

Item^ To my daughter Elizabeth, 

My receipt for pieser^ing dead caterpillars. 

As also my preparations of winter Maydew, and 
cmbryo-pickie* 

lieni, To my little daughter Fanny, 

Ihree crocodile’s eggs. 

And upon the birth of her first child, if she mar- 
ties with her mothei's consent. 

The nest of an humming-bird. 

//am, To my eldest brother, as an acknowledg- 
ment for the lands he has vestedT in my son Charles, 
1 beipeath 

My last yeai’s collection of grashoppers. 

Item, To his daughter Susanna, being his only 
child, 1 bequeath my 

English weeds pasted on royal paper, 

With my large folio of Indian cabbage. 

Item, To my learned and worthy friend doctor 
Johannes Elscrickius, professor in anatomy, and 
my associate in the studies of nature, as an eternal 
monument of my aflTecdon and friendship for him, 
I bequeath ^ 

My rat s testicles, and 
Whalers pixzle, 

io him and his issue male; and in default of such 
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issue in the said doctor Elscrickius, then to return 
to my executor and his heirs for ever. 

Having fully provided for my nephew lsaac> by 
making ov er to him some years since> 

A horned Scarabseus, 

The skin of a rattle-snake, and 
The mummy of an Egyptian king, 

I make no further provision for him in this my Will, 

My eldest son John, having spoke disrespectfully 
of his little sister, whom I keep by me in spirits of 
'Wine, and in many other instances behaved himself 
undutifuUy towards me, I do disinherit, and wholly 
cut off from any part of this my personal estate, by 
giving him a single cockle-shell. 

To my second son Charles I give and bequeath all 
my flowers, plants, minerals, mosses, shells, peb- 
bles, fossils, beetles, butterflies, caterpillars, gras- 
hoppers, and vermin, not above specified 5 as also all 
my monsters, both wet and dry; making the said 
cWles whole and sole executor of this my last will 
and testament ; he paying, or causing to be paid, 
the aforesaid legacies within the space of six months 
after my decease. And I do hereby re^-oke all other 
wills whatsoever by me formerly made. 

Advertisement. 

Whereas an ignorant upstart in astrology has 
publicly endeavoured to persuade the world, that he is 
the late John Partridge, who died the aSth of March, 
I yoS : These are to certify all whom it may concern, 
that the true John Partridge was not only dead at 
that time, but continues so to this present day. 
Beware of counterfeita, for sa^ are abroad. 
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dess ai^ue a^ta •vceat crudslta mater, 

VIRG. Eel. V, v€r aj* 

She s'gh*d, she «ohb*4l> and funons with de5pa*r> 

/^cciued all the gods^ and every star. 

pRTDEBr* 

From my own Apaitment^ Avgust 28. 

As I was passing by a neighbour’s house this morn- 
ing, I oveiheaid the wite of the lamily speaking 
things to her husband w htch gave me much distur- 
kmve, and put me in mind of a chaiacter which I 
wonder I have so long omitted, and that 15, an out- 
rageous species of the fair sex, which is distinguished 
by tlie terra ScolJs, The generality of women are 
by nature loquacious 5 theretoie mere volubility of 
sj^ech IS not to be imputed to them, but should be 
consideicd with pleasure when it Is, used to express 
such passions as tend to sweeten or adorn conversa- 
tion: but when through rage^ females aie vehe- 
nient in tlieir eloquence, nothing jin the world has so 
ill an elFect upon tiie features; & by the force of it 
I ha\e seen the most amiable become the most de- 
formed; and she that appeared one of the Giaces, 
immediately turned into one of the Furies. I hum- 
bly conceive, the great cause of this evil may pro- 
ceed fiom a false notion the ladies have of, what we 
call^^ a modest woman. They have too narrow a con" 
ception of this lovely character; and believe they 
have not at aH forfeited their pretensions to it, prO'* 
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vided they have no imputations on their chastity. 
But, alas ! the young fellows know they pick out 
better women in tlie side-boxes, tlian many of 
those who pass upon the world and themselves for 
modest. 

Ivlodesty never rages, never murmurs, never 
pouts 5 when it is ill-treated, it pines, it beseeches, 
it languishes. The neighbour I mention is one of 
your common modest women, that is to say, those 
who are ordinarily reckoned such. Her husband 
knows eveiy pain in life with her, bat jealousy. 
Now, because she is clear in this particular, the man 
cannot say his soul is his own, but she cries, No 
modest woman is respected now a-days ** What 
adds to the comedy in tliis case is, that it is very or- 
dinary with tins sort of women to talk in the lan- 
guage of distress 5 they will complain of the foilorn 
wretchedness of their condition, and then the? poor 
helpless cieatures shall tlirow the ne'^t thing they can 
lay then hands on at the person w ho offends them. 
Our neighbour w as only saying to his wue, she 
went a little too fine,*’ when she immediately pulled 
his periwig ofi", and stamping it under her feet, 
wrung her hands, and said, Never modest woman 
was* so used.** These ladies of inesistible modesty 
are those, w'ho make virtue unamiable , not that they 
can be said to be virtuous, but as they live witiiout 
scandal, and being under the common denomina- 
tion of being such, men fear to meet their faults m 
those who, are as agieeable as th^ are innocent. 

I take the Bully among men, and the Scold among 
women, to draw the ' foundation of their actions 
from the same defect in the mind A Bully thinks 
honour consists wholly in bemg biave , and there- 
fore has regard to no one rule of life, if he preserves 
himself from the accusation of cowardice. The fro- 
ward woman knows chastity to be the first merit in 
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a woman? and therefore, since no one can call her 
one ugly name, bhe calls all mankind ail the rest. 

These ladies, %\hrre tlieir compamons are so 
prudent as to take their speeches for any other, tlian 
exercises of their own lungs and their husbands pa- 
tience, gain by the force of being resisted, and flame 
Ttith q)en fuiy, which is no way to be opposed but 
by being neglected ? though at the same time humail 
fiailty makes it very bard, to lelish the philosophy 
of contemning even flivolous reproach. There is a 
very pietty instance of this infirmity in the man of 
the Ijdt sense that ever u?as^ no less a person than 
Adam himself. According to Milton’s description 
of the first couple, as soon as they had fallen, and 
the turbulent passions of anger, hatred, and jealousy, 
first entered Iheir breasts , Adam grew moody, and 
talked to his wife, as you may find it m the three 
hundred and fifty-ninth page, and ninth book, of 
Patadi^ie Lost, in the oBavo edition, which out of 
heroics, and put into domestic style, would run 
tlius: 

Madam, if my advices had been of any authoiity 
with vou, when that strange desire of gadding pos* 
sessed j'ou this morning, we had still been happy j 
hut your cnirsed vanity and opinion of your own con- 
duct, which is certainly very watering when it seeks 
occasions of being proved, has ruined both yourself 
and me, w ho trusted you.’* 

Ere had no fan m her hand to raflle, or tucker 
to pull down, but with a reproadifui air she an- 
swered : 

" Sir, do yon impute that to my desire of gadding, 
which might have happened to yourself, with 
your wisdom and gravity ^ The seipent spoke so ex- 
cellently, and with so good a grace, that Besides, 

wiut hatm had I ever done him, that he should de- 
sign me any ? Was I to have been always at yc^ » 
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jside, I might as well ba\e coniuiued there^ and been 
but } our nb still ; but if I was so weak a creature as 
you thought me, why did you not interpose your 
sage authoiity more absolutely^ You denied me go- 
ing as taintly, as you say I lesisted the serpent. Had 
not you been too ea^y, neither you nor I Iiad now 
tran^kgressed.” 

Adaiii replied, Why, Eve, ha*>t thou the impu- 
dence to upbraid me as the cause of thy tiansgrcssioa 
tot ray indulgence to thee ? Thus will it ever be with 
him, who trusts too much to woman. At the same 
time that she refuses to be gcJ\*erned, if she suffers 
by her obstinacy, she will accuse the man that shall 
lea\e her to herselt, ’ 

** Thus tliey in tputual '•ccnsation spent 

The ff unless bouts, hot neither self rordemnngj 

And of their vain contest appear’d no end 

This^ to ‘he modern, will appear but a very faint 
piece of conjugal enmity • but you are to consider, 
that they were but just begun to be angry, and they 
wanted new W’ords for expr^^ssing their new passions $ 
but by her accusing him of letting her go, and tell- 
ing him how good a speaker, and how fine a gentle- 
man the devil was, we must reckon, allowing lor tlie 
improvements of time, that she gave him the same 
pio\ oration as if she had called him cui-ko’d. The 
passionate and familiar terms', mth which the same 
case repeated daily for so many thousand >ear5 has 
furnished the present generation, were not then in 
use 5 but the foundation of debate has ever been the 
same, a contention about their merit and wisdom. 
Oor geaeial mother was a beautyj and hearing 
there was anotlier now m the world, could not 'or- 
bear, as Adam tells her, sliewing herself, though to 
the devil, by whom the same vanity made her liable 
tu be* betrayed^ 
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I cannot) all the help of science and astrology^ 
find any other remedy for this evil) but what was 
the medicine in this first quarrel ^ which was, as 
appears in the nes^t book, that they were convinced 
of their being bctli weak, but the one weaker than 
the otlier. 

If it ■weie possible that the beauteous could but 
rage a htUe before a glass, and see their pretty couii' 
tenances grow wild, it is cot to be doubted but it 
would ba^ e a very good efiect : but that would re- 
quire temper, for Lady Firebrand, upon obseiving 
her featuies swell when her maid vexed her the 
other day, stamped her diessing-glass under her feet. 
In tuis case, v hen one of thib temper is moved, she 
is like a witch in an opeiation, and makes all things 
turn round with her. The vety fabiic is in a veitigo 
when she begins to cha^m. In an instant, viiate\ cr 
was the occasion thut moved her blood, she ho a such 
intolerable servants, Ectty is so aukwaid, Tom can- 
not carry a message, and her husband has so iitde 
respect for her, that she, pool v. omaii, is \ve«iy of 
this life, and \^as bom to be unhappy. 

Desiint muitet, 

AnVERTISEHEN'T. 

The season now coming on in which the tm^n 
•will begin to fill, Mr. Bickersufi* gives notice, Th. t 
from the first of nest, he vtiil be much 

wittier than he has hitherto been. 
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Scripterum thorns mms am4t nemuSi etfygit wh«s» 

HOR. 2 £p. iu 77* 

The tnbe of WnterSf to a mpn, »c1m»re 
The peaceful grove^ and fiom the town retire. 

Frakcis. 

From my own Apartment, August 30 . 

i CHANCED to rise very early one particular morning 
this summer, and took a walk into the country to 
divert myself among the fields and meadows, while; 
the green was new, and the flowers in their bloom. 
As at this season of the year every lane is a beautiful 
walk, and eveiy hedge full of nosegays 5 I lost my-« 
self with a great deal of pleasure among several 
thickets and bushes, that were filled with a great va- 
riety of birds, and an agreeable confusion of notes, 
•which formed the pleasantest scene in the world to 
one who had passed a whole winter in noise and 
smoke. The freshness of the dews that lay upon 
every thing about me, with the cool breath of the 
morning, which inspired the birds with so many de- 
lightful instincts, created in me tlie same kind of 
animal pleasure, and made my heart overflow with 
such secret emotions of joy and satisfaction as are 
not to be described or accounted for. On this 
occasion, I could not but reflect upon a beautiful 
simits in Milton . 

YOX.. V, ' r » 



TATUBR. 


N’glS. 


sa 

At one who long m populous city penf^ 

Wheie hnnsrs thick «ndsewtts annoy the aiV, 

Forth i*iStiing on a summer's moint to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjoin’d, ^lom each thtug met conceives delight; 

Tlie smelt of gra n, or tedded grass, or kine, 

Or dairy, e. cii rura* s gh', each rural sound. 

Those who aie conveisant in the writings of polite 
authors, receive an additional entertainment from 
the countiT, ps it revives m their memories those 
charming descriptions^ with which such authors do 
frequently abound. 

I was thinking of die foregoing beautiful jzTnftt 
in Milton, and applying it to myself, when I ob-» 
served to the wipdwaid ot me a black cloud falling 
to the earth In long trails of rani, which made me. 
betake mybclf tor shekel to a house I saw at a little 
di’stance trom the place where I was w^alking. As 
I sat in the porch, I heaid die voices of twooi three 
pel sons, who seemed very earnest in discourse. My 
curiosity w^as raised when I heard the names of AUx-- 
anier the Great and Artaxerxes *, and as their talk 
seemed to lun on ancient heroes, I concluded there 
could not be any secret m it , for w-hich reason I 
thought I might very fairly listen to what they said. 

After several parallels between gieat men, which 
appeared to me altogether gxoundless and chimerical, 

I was surpnzed to hear one say, that he valued the 
Biaxk Printe more than the duke of Fendosme How 
the duke of should become a rival of the 

Black prince^ I cpuld npt conceive : and was more 
starded lyhen I heard a second affirm with great ve- 
hemence, that if the emperor of Germany was not 
going off, he should like him better than either of 
them He added, that though the season was so 
changeable, the duke of Marllorougk was in bloom- 
ing beauty. I was wondeymg to myself from whence 
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they had received this odd intelligence s especially 
when I heard them mention the names of several 
other great generals, as the prince of Hesse^ and the 
king of Sweden^ who, they said, were oolh running 
away To which they added, what I entirely agreed 
with them in, that the crown of France was very 
we..ik, but that the marshal Fillars still kept his co- 
lours. At last one of them told the compaii) , it they 
would go along with him, he would shew them a 
chimney-sweeper and a painted lady in tlie same bed, 
wluch he was sure would very much please them. 
The shower, which had driven them as well as my- 
self into the house, was now ovei i and as they were 
passing by me into the garden, I asked them to let 
me be one of their company. 

The gentleman of tlie house told me, if I de- 
lighted m flowers, it would be worth my while ; for 
that he believed he couid shew me such a biow of 
tulips, as was not to be matched in the w’lole 
country.** 

I accepted the offer, and immediately found that 
they had been talking in terms of gardening, and 
that the kings and generals they had mentioned were 
only so many tulips, to which the gardeners, accord- 
ing to tlieir usual custom, had given such high titles 
and appellations of honour. 

I was very much pleased and astonished at the glo- 
rious show of these gay vegetables, that arose in 
great profusion on all the banks about us. Some- 
times I considered them with the eye of ah ordinaiy 
spectator, as so many beautiful objects varnished over 
with a natural gloss, and stained with such a variety 
of colours, as are not to be equalled in any artiflcid 
dyes or tinctuics. Sometimes I considered every 
leaf as an elaborate piece of tissue, in which the 
thieads and fibres vere woven together into different 
condgurations, winch gave a dl&ient colounng to 
£ 2 
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the light as it glanced on the several parts of the- 
surface/ SomeUmes I considered tlie ■whole bed of 
tullpSy according to the notion of the greatest ma- 
thematician and philosopher that e\er lived*, as a 
multitude of optic mstroments, designed for the sc-r 
parating light into all those various colours of which 
it IS composed. 

I was awakened out of these my philosophical spe- 
culations, by observing the company often seemed 
to laugh at me I accidentally praised a tulip as one 
of the finest I ever saw , upon which they told me, 
it VI as a common Fool’s Coat. Upon that 1 praised 
a second, which it seems was but another Mnd of 
Fool’s Coat. I had the same fate with two or three 
more , tor w hich reason I desired the owner of the 

f arden to let me know which w ere the finest of the 
owers, foi that I w^as so unskilful in the art, that I 
lhi»ught the most beautiful were the most valuable; 
and that those which had die gayest colours were 
the most beautituJ, The gentleman smiled at my 
ignorance He seemed a very plain honest man, and 
a per&on of mod -ense, had not his head been touch^^* 
ed with that distemper which Hippocrates calls the 
Tt> Tubppomania, insomuch that he 

would talk very r<»Lionaliy on any subject in the 
world but a tulip 

He told me, ‘^that he valued the bed of fiow''ers 
■which lay betore us, and was not above t'veiity 
yards in length and two in breadth, more than he 
would the best hundied acres ot land in England 
and added, that it would have been woith twice 
the money it is if a foolish cook-maid of his had 
not almost rvined him tlie last winter, by mistaking 
a handiul of tuhp-roois for an heap ot onions, and 
fey that means,” says he, made me a dish por-^ 


tF Isaac NewCoa, 
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ridge that cost me above a thousand pounds sterling'* 
He then shewed me what he thought the finest of 
his tulips, which I found received all their value 
from their rarity and oddness, and put me in mind 
of your great fortunes, which are not always the 
grev»test be^iuties. 

I have often looked upon it as a piece of happiness, 
that I have never fallen into any of these fantastical 
tastes, nor esteemed any thing the more for its be- 
ing uncommon and hard to be met with. For this 
reason, I look unon the whole country in spring- 
time as a spacious garden, and make as many visits 
to a spot of daisies, or a bank of violets, as a florist 
does to his borders or partenes. There is not a bush 
in blossom within a mile of me which I am not ac- 
quainted with, nor scarce a daiFodil or cowslip that 
withers away in ray neighbourhood without ray mis- 
sing it. I walked home in this temper of mind 
through several fields and meadows with an unspeak- 
able pleasure, not without reflecting on the bounty 
of PiovHence, which has made the most pleasmg 
and most beautiful objects tlie most ordinary and 
most common. 
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■ S^tutOi 

captHt »/«tt h rtinumi fnmamque dteas'i-^ 

^gectutt ntget ntf luw, tv Rmam^ 

HOK. r. Sat. iv. Sa» 

Who trivial borts of langhter strives to raise, 

Am^ courts of prating petulance the praise, 

This man is vile, here, Roman, fix your mark ; 
soul is black, as his complexion’s dark. 

Francis. 

From my own Apartment, Septemher i. 

Never were men so perplexed as a select company 
of us were this evening with a couple of professed 
wits, who, through our ill -fortune, and their own 
confidence, had thought fit to pm themselves upon 
a gentleman who had owned to them, that he was 
going to meet such and such persons, and named us 
one by one. These pert puppies immediately resolved 
to come with him 5 and from the beginning to the 
end of the night entertained each other with imper<« 
tmeuces, to which we were perfect strangers. I am 
come home very much tired 5 for the affiiction was 
so irksome to me, that it surpasses all other I ever 
knew, insomuch that ! cannot reflect upon this sor* 
row with pleasure, though it is past. 

An easy manner of conversation is the most desi- 
rable quality a man can havej and for that reason 
coxcombs will take upon them to be familiar with 
people whom they never saw before. What adds to 
the vexation of it is, that they wfll act upon the foot 
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of knowing you by fame ; and rally with you, as tUV 
call it, by repeating what your enemies say of youj 
and court you, as they think, by uttenng to your 
face, at a wrong time, all the kind things your 
friends speak of you in your absence. 

These people are the moie dreadful, the more 
they have of what is usually called wit • for a lively 
imagination, when it is not governed by a good un- 
derstanding, makes such miserable havock both in 
conversation and business, that it lays you defence- 
less, and feaiful to throw the least woid in its way, 
that may give it new matter for its further errors. 

Tom Mercet has as quick a fancy as any one liv- 
ing; but there is no reasonable man can bear him 
half an hour. His purpose is to entertain, and it is 
of no consequence to him what is said, so it be what 
ia called well said ; as if a man must bear a wound 
W'lth patience, because he that pushed at you came 
up with a good' air and mien That part of life 
which we spend m company is the most pleasing of 
ail our moments , and therefore I think our beha- 
viour in it should have its laws, as well as the part 
of our being which is generally esteemed the more 
important. From hence it is, thst from long cxpe- 
ncnce I have made it a maxim. That however we 
may pretend to take satisfaction in spughtly mirth 
and high jollity, tliere is no great pleasure in any 
company where the basis of the society is not mutu^ 
good-will. When this is in the room, every tn€iing 
circumstance, the most minute accident, the absur- 
dity of a servant, the rejpetition of an old story, the 
look of a man when he is telling it, the most mdif* 
lerent and the most ordinaiy occurrences, are mat- 
ters w'hich produce miith and good-humour. I went 
to spend an hour after this manner with some friends, 
w'ho enjoy it in perfection whenever they meet, 
when those destroyers above-mentioned came mup^ 
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^ as* Tb^e is not a man among them who has 
Siy notion of distinction of supeiiority to one ano'* 
tber, cither in their fortunes oi their talents, when 
they are in company. Or if any reficction to the 
contrary occuis in their thoughts, it only strikes a 
delight* upon their minds, that so much wisdom 
and power is in possession of one whom they love 
and esteem. 

In these my Lucubrations, I have frequently 
dwelt upon tins one topic. The above maxim would 
make short work for us reformers, tor it is only 
want of making this a position that renders some cha- 
racters bad, which w'ould otheiwise be good, Tom 
]VICiCet means no man ill, but does ill to every body. , 
His ambition is to be witty 5 and to cairy on that 
design, ht breaks tluough all things that other peo-^ 
pie hold sacied If he thought that wit was no way 
TO be used but to the advantage of society, that 
spiightLiicss w'oald have a new tuin, and w'e should 
e\pt ct what he is going to say with satisfaction in- 
stead of feai. It is no excuse for being mischiev- 
ous, that a man is mischievous without malice 3 nor 
will it be thought an atonement, that the ill w^as 
done not to injuie the party concerned, but to divert 
tlie mdillercnt 

It is, meihiuks, a very great eiior, that w'e should 
not profess honesty in <on\eisat!on, as much asm 
commeice. If w^e consider, that there is no gi eater 
misfortune than to be ill received, wheie we love 
the tuining a man to ridicule among his friends, we 
rob him of greater enjoyments than be could have 
^purchased by his wealth, yet he tliat laughs at him 
would, perhaps, be the last man w^ho would hurt him 
in this case of less consequence. It has been said, 
the history of Don Qmxote utterly destroyed the 
spirit of gallantly in the Spanish nation, and I be- 
}i<.\ ewe may say much more truly, that the humour 
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of ridicule h?s done as much injuiy to the true relish 
of company m England. 

Such satibfactions as arise from the secret compa- 
rison of ourselves to others, with relation to their 
infenor foi tunes or merit, are mean and unworthy. 
The tiue and high state of conversation is, when 
men communicate their thoughts to each other upon 
such subjects, and m such a manner, as would be 
pleasant if there were no such thing as folly in the 
world 5 for it is but a low condition ot wit in one 
man, which depends upon folly in another. 

P. S I was here interrupted by the receipt of my 
letters, among which is one Irom a lady, who is 
not a little odended at my translation of the discourse 
between Adam and Eve. She pretends to tell me 
my own, as she calls it, and quotes several passages 
in my works, which tend to the utter disunion of 
man and wife. Her epistle will best exp^vss her, 
I have made an extract of it, and shall insert the 
most racHenal passages, 

I suppose you know we women are not too apt 
to forgive, for which reason, before you concern 
yourself an> further with our sex, I would advise 
you to answer wliat is said against you by those of 
your own. I inclose to you business. enough, until 
you aie ready for your promise of being witty. You 
must not expect to say w bat you please, \\ ithout ad- 
mitting others to make rhe samelibeity. Many 
come upl you a Censor? Pi ay read over all fAew 
pamphlets y and these votes upon your Lucubrations j 
by that time you shall hear turiher. It is, I sup** 
pose, from such as yon, tliat people lea^n to be cen- 
sonous, for w'hich I and ail our sex have an utter 
aversion, when once people come to take the liberty 
to wound reputations 

This is the mam body of the letter 5 but she bids 
me tmn over, aud there 1 find— » 
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Mr. Bickerstaff, 

** If jrou will draw Mis Cicdy Trippet, accord- 
ing to the inclosed description, I will forgive you ail,” 

** To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 

** The humble Petition of Joshua Fairlove of Stepney, 

** Sheweth, 

That your Petitioner is a general lover, who for 
some months last past has made it his whole busi- 
ne^s to frequent the by-paths and roads near his 
dwelling, for no other purpose but to hand such of 
tlie fair sev as are obliged to pass through them. 

Tnat he has been at great expence for clean 
gloves to offer his hand with. 

*^That towards the evening he approaches near 
London, and employs himself as a convoy towards 
home. 

Your Petitioner therefore most humbly prays, 
that for such his humble services he may be 
allowed the title of an Esquire.” 

Mr, Morphew has orders to carry the proper in- 
struments , and the Petitioner is hereafter to be writ 
to upon gilt paper, by the title of Joshua Fairlove,, 
Ebquire. 
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Jnsajtt sapiens ttmen ferat^ a^aus 

Ultra q^tutm satts esi^ viriutem st petai tpsam^ 

HOR. X Ep. vL 15* 

Even vircaei when piirsu*<! with warmth extreme^ 

Tisrns into vice, and fools the sage's fame. 

Feaiicxs. 

Ftom my own Apartment^ September 

Having received many letters filled with compli- 
ments and acknowledgements for my late useful 
discovery of the political Barometer, I shall here 
communicate to the public an account of my ecch^ 
stastical Thermometer, the latter giving as manifest 
prognostications of the changes and revolutions m 
church, as the former does of those in state i and 
both of them being absolutely necessary for eveiy 
prudent subject who is resolved to keep what he 
has, and get what he can. 

The church Thermometer, which I am now to 
treat of, is supposed to have been invented in the 
reign of Hcniy the Eighth, about the time when 
that religious prince put some to death fi:>r owning 
the Pope's supremacy, and others for denying tran- 
substantiation. I do not find, however, any great 
use made of this instrument, until* it into the 
hands of a learned and vigilant priest or minister, 
for he frequently wrote himself teth one and the 
other, who was some time Vicar of Bruy* This 
gentleman lived in bis vicarage to a good old age ; 
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and, after having seen several successions of his 
neighbouring clergy either burned or banished, de- 
parted this life v-ith the sati’*taction of having never 
deserted his dock, and died Vicar of Bray, As 
this Glass was first designed to calculate the dif- 
ferent degrees of heat m religion, as it raged in 
popery, or as it cooled and grew temperate m tlie 
Reformation 5 it was maiked at several distances, 
after the naanner our ordinary thermometer is to 
this day, vt% Extreme Heat, Sultry Heat, Very 
Hot, Hot, Warm, Temperate, Cold, Just Freez- 
ing, Fiost, Haid Frost, Gieat Frost, Extreme 
Cold ” 

It is well known, that Toricellius, the inventor 
of the common weather-glass, made the experiment 
in a long tube, which held tbnty-two feet of water; 
and that a more modem virtuoso, finding such a 
machine altogether unwieldy and useless, and con- 
wdering that tiiiity-t\to inches of quicksilver 
W'eigbed.as much as so many feet of water in a 
tube of the same circumference, invented that 
sizable instniment which is now in use. After this 
manner, that I might adapt the Thermometer I am 
now speaking of to the present constitution of out 
Church, as divided into High and Low, 1 have 
made some necessary variations both lu the tube 
and the fluid it contains. In the first place, I or- 
dered a tube to be cast in a planetary hour, and 
took care to seal it bermeticaDy, when the Sun was 
in conjunction with Saturn, I then took the proper 
precautions about the fiuid, which is a compound of 
two very difierent liquors ; one of them a spirit 
drawn out of a strong beady wine 5 the other a par- 
ticular sort of rock-water, colder tlian ice, and 
clearer than crystal. The spiiit is of a led fiery 
colour, and so very apt to ferment, tliat unless it be 
mingM with a proportion of the water, or pent up 
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vciy close, it will burst the vessel that hol^s it, and 
&Y up in fume and smoke. The water, on the 
KxmtXBxy, is of such a subde piercing cold, tliat, 
unless It be mingled with a proportion of the spirits, 
it will sink almost through ever}' thing that it is pat 
into r and seems to be of the snme nature as the 
water mentioned fay Quintus Cnrlius, which, says 
the bistonan, could be contained in nothing but in 
the hoof, 01, PS the Oxford nianuscnpt has it, in 
the skull of an ass. The Tbeimometer is maiked 
according to the following figure , which I set 
down at length, not only to give my reader a clear 
idea of it, but also to fill up my Paper. 

Ignorance. 

PerbecuUon. 

Wrath. 

Zeal, 

Chukch. 

Moderation. 

Lukewarmuess. 

Infidelity. 

Ignorance. 

The reader will obsen'e, that the Church is pfared 
in the middle jioint of the glass, between Ztnl and 
Moderation, the situation in which she ahvavs 
flourishes, and in w’hich every good Ef^gh^Iman 
wishes her, who is a friend to the consutnuon of 
his country. Houievcr, when it mounts to Zeal, 
it is not amiss ; and, when it sinks to Moderation, 
is still in a most admirable temjicr. The w'orbt of it 
is, that when once it begins to rise, it has still an 
inclination to ascend j insomuch that it is apt to 
climb up from Zeal to Wrath, and from Wrath to 
Persecution, which aiwaj^s endh m Ignorance, and 
*venr often proceeds from it. In the same menner 
it frequently takes its piogrei^ through the lower 

VOL. y. HP 
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Iialf of tbe glass $ and, when it has a tendency to 
fd}, gradually descend from Moderation to 
lAikewarmness, and from Lukewarmness to Infide* 
iity, which very <^ten terminates in Ignorance, and 
alw^ays proceeds from it. 

It is a common observation, that the ordinaiy 
Thermometer will be affected by the breathing of 
people who are in the room where it stands $ and 
indeed it is almost incredible to conceive, how the 
glass I am now desenbins; will fail by the breath of 
a multitude crying “ Popfry, * or, on the contraiy, 
how it will rise when the same multitude, as it 
sometimes happens, ciy out in the same breath, 
** The Church is in danger.** 

As soon as I had finished this my glass, and ad-* 
justed it to the abo^e-n^entiored scale of religion; 
that I might make proper experiments with it, I 
earned it under my cloke to several coffee-houses, 
and other peaces ot resort about this great citv At 
Saint James’s coffee-house the hquoi stood at Mo- 
deration 5 but at Wilis, to my great surprize, it 
subsided to the very low'est markon the glass. At 
the Grecian it mounted but just one point higher; 
at the Bainbow it still ascended two degrees; 
€hiJd*s fetched it up to Zeal ; and other adjacent 
coffee-houses, to Wrath. 

It fell in the low'er half of the glass as I went 
further into the city, until at length it settled at 
Moderation, where it continued all the time I staid 
about the Exchange, as also while I passed by the 
Bank. And here I cannot but take notice, that 
through the w-hole course of my remarks, I never 
obsened my glass to rise at the same time the 
stocks did. 

To com|>lete the experiment, I prevailed upon a 
fri^dof mine, who works under me in the Occult 
Sciences, to make a progress with my glass throuji^ 
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the whale idand of Great-Britain ; and after liiar 
return^ to present me with a register of his obser- 
vations. 1 guessed before-hand at the temper of 
several places he passed through, by the clraracters 
they have had time out of mind. Thus that fa- 
cetious divine^ Dr. Fuller, speaking of the town of 
Banbury near a hundred years ago, tells us, it w'as 
a {dace famous for cakes and zeal, which I hud by 
my glass is true to this day as to the latter part of 
this description ; though i must confess, it Is not in 
same reputation for cakes that it was in the 
time of that learned author; and thus of other 
places. In short, I have now by me, digested in an 
alphabetical order, all the' counties, corporations, 
and boroughs in Great -Britain, with their respective 
tempers, as they stand related to my Tnermomeler. 
But this I shall keep to myself, because I would by 
no means do any thing that may seem to induence 
any ensuing elections. 

The point of doctrine which I would propagate 
by this my mvention, is the same which was long 
ago advanced by that able teacher Horace, out of 
whom I have taken my text for this discourse. We 
should be careful not to over-shoot ourselves in the 
pursuits even of viitue. Whether Zeal or Mode-, 
ration be the point we aim at, let us keep fire out 
of the one, and frost out of the other. But, alas! 
the world is too wise to want such a precaution. 
The terms High Church and Low Church, as com- 
znonly used, do not so much denote a principle, as 
they disdngutsh a partjr. They are like words of 
battle, they have nothing to do with their original 
signification ; but are only given out to keep a body 
of men together, and to let them know fnends from 
enemies. 

I must confess I have considered, with some 
little attention, {he influence which the opinions 
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of these great national sects have lapon their prac- 
tice 5 and do look upon it as one of the unaccount- 
able things of our times, tliat multitudes of bpnest 
gentlemen, vtho entirely agree in their lives, 
should take it m their heads to differ ia their re- 
ligion. 


THURSDAy,SEPTEMBER7,niO. 


S*c£ef mfut eiffft&Sf 

^md mediUn$ mgenum, ^ tatus m tUn, 

HOR. X Sat. IX. z. 


Afusmir, as wont, on th‘S and that, 

S«ch aides, as I know ooc whaa 

F&ASCXft, 


From my own Apartment, September 6, 

As I was this morning going out of my house, e 
little boy in a black coat delivered me the following 
letter. Upon asking who he was. he told me, that 
he belonged to my Lady Gimcrack. 1 did not at 
first recollect the namci but, upon inquiiy, I 
found it to be the widow of Sir Nu holas, whose 
legacy I lately gave some account of to the world* 
letter ran thus ; 


" Mr. BrCKERSTAFP, 

I hope you will nor be surprised to receive a' 
letter from the widow Gimcrack. You know. Sir, 
that I ha^e lately lost a very whimsical husbaxtd^ 
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who, I find hj one of your la^t week’s Papers* Tvaa 
not aitogedier a stranger to you. When 1 married 
this gentleman, he bad a very handsome estate ; 
but upon buying a set of microscopes, be v/as cho&cn 
a Tellow of the Royal Society ^ fiom which time I 
do not rernemler ever to have keaid hin sp^ak a^t 
other people did^ or talk in a maniier that any of 
his family could understand him He used, how- 
ever, to pass away his time very innocently m con- 
veiaation with several membeis of that lear-ied 
bod)” I for which iea>oD, J never advised him against 
tbeiV company for several yeais, until at last 1 lound 
Ins brain quite turned with their discourbcs The 
first symptom which he discovcied of his being a 
V irtuoso, as you call him, poor man ! v as about 
fifteen years ago ; when he gave me positne orders 
to tmn off an old weeding-woman, that ii?d been 
employed in Uie family tor some years He tcld 
me, at the same time, that there was no s»'ch thing 
in nature as a weed, and that it was his deu :rn to let 
lus gaideii produce wdiat it pleased, •so tint, }(»a 
may be sure, it makes a veiy pleubant show as it 
now lies. About the same time he took a humour 
to ramble up and down tlie country, and ^\culd 
often bring home w ith him his pockets full of moss 
and pebbles. This, y^ou maybe sure, g-ne me a 
heavy heart ; though at the same time I mi’bt needs 
say, he had the character of a veiy honest ni^o, not- 
withstanding be was reckoned a little weak, until 
he began to sell his estate, and buy tliose stiange 
baubles that you liave taken noLce of. Upon hlid- 
suiumer-day last, as be was walking withjme in tl^e 
iiekb, he saw a %€ry odd-coiouicd butterfly^ just 
behire iis I obseived that he immediately changed 
colour, like a man that is suiprized with a piece of 
g(K)d luck ■ and telling me, that it was what he had 
looked foi above these twelve years, he tlvew oM 
? 3 
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hU coat, and followed it. I lost sight of them both 
in less ^an a quarter of an hour j but my husband 
Continued the chaceovei hedge and ditch until about 
sunset; at hich time, as I was after-wiards told, 
he caugiit tlie butterfly as she rested herself upon 
a cabbage, near live miles from the place where he 
iirst put her up. He was here lifted from tlie 
ground by some passengeis in a very fainting con- 
dition, and brought home to me about midnight. 
His violent exerci:>e thicw him into a fever, which 
grew upon him by degrees, and at last carried him 
orF In one of die intenals of his distempei he 
called to me, and, after having excused himself for 
running out his Cbtate, he told me, that he bad al- 
ways been mcie indus’-rous to improve his mmd 
than hi» fortune , and that hts family must rather 
value themselves upon hib memoiy as he was a wise 
man, than a rich one He then told me, that it 
was a custom among die Romans for a man to give 
his slaves their liberty when he lay upon his death- 
bed. I could not imagine what this meant, until, 
after having a little composed himself, he ordered 
me to bung him a flea "which he had kept for seveial 
months in a chain, with a desigu, as he said, to 
give it lU manumission. This was done accoidingly. 
He then made the Will, which I have since seea 
printed in }our Works woid for word. Only J must 
take notice, that }ou have omitted the codicil, m 
which he left a large Concha F as it is there 
called, to a Memier of the Royal Society t who was 
often with him m his sickness, and assisted him in 
his will, * And now. Sir, I come to the chief 
business of my letter, which is to desire your friend- 
ship and assistance in the disposal of those many 
raaties and curiosities which he upon my hands* 
If you know any one dial has an occasion for a 
parcel of dried spiders, I w ill sell them k” penny'* 
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worth* I could- likewise let any one have a bargain 
of cockle shells. I would also desue your advice, 
whether I had best sell my beetles in a lump, or by 
retail. The gentleman above-mentioned, who was 
my husband’s inend, would have me make an 
auction of all his goods, and is now drawing up a 
catalogue of every particular for that purpose, with 
the two following words in great letters over the 
head of them. Audio Grimcrackiana. But, upon 
talking with him, I begin to suspect he is as mad as 
poor Sir Nicholas was Your advice in all these 
particulan will be a great piece of charity to, . 

Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Elizabeth Gimcrack.’* 

t shall answer the foregoing letter, and give the 
widow my best advice, as soon *is I can find out 
chapmen for the wares which she has to put otf. 
In the mean time, I shall give my reader the sight 
qf a letter, which I have received from another fe- 
male correspondent by the same post. 

« Good Mr Bichebstaff, 

1 am convinced by a late Paper of yonia, that a 
passionate woman, who among the common people 
goes under the name of a scold, is one of the most 
Insupportable creatures in the world. JBat, alas ! 
Sir, what can we do> I have made a thousand 
vows and resolutions every morning, to guard my- 
self against this fraiify; but have generally broken 
them before dinner, and could never in my life hold 
out until the second course was set upon the table. 
What most troubles me is, that my husband is as 
patient and good-natured as your own Worship, cs: 
any man living can be. Fray ^ve me some di- 
rections, for I would observe the strictest and se- 
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vercst rules you con think of to cure mysdf of this 
distemper, which is apt to fall into my tongue every 
moment. I am. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 8rc.” 

In answer to tins most unfortunate ladj^ I must 
acquaint her, that there is now in town an inge- 
nious physician of my acquaintance, who under- 
takes to cure ah the vices and detects of the mind 
by inwaid medicines or outward applications. I 
shall give the world an account ot his patients and 
his cures in other Papers, w hen I shall be more at 
leisure to treat upon this subject. I shall only here 
inform my concspoiident, that, for the benefit of 
such ladies ab are troubled with virulent tongues, 
he has prepared a cold-bath, over which there is 
fastened, at die end of a long pole, a very conve- 
nient chair, cariouslj gilt and caived. When the 
patient is seated in this chair the doctor lifts up th6 
pole, and gives her two or three total immersions 
in the cold-bath, until such time as she has quite 
lost the use of speech This operation so effectually 
chills the tongue, and refrigerates the blood, that a 
woman, who at her entrance into the chair is ex- 
tremely passionate and sonorous, will come out as 
silent and gentle as a Iamb. The doctor told me, 
he would not practise this experiment upon women 
of fashion, had not he seen it made upon those of 
meaner conditioa with very good efifect. 
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Chryitdit udas 

Mtriui tuae forts txttnctd cum fact cantaf, 

FERSIUS, Sat. V. 1S5. 

Shall ly at Chrysis* door the night prolong 

^Vith midnight serenadcy or drunken song ^ 

R. Wykk*. 

From Tfty own Apartment^ Scptemler 8. 

WHEasAS, by letters from Nottingham, we have 
advice, that the young ladies of that place complain 
for want of sleep, by reason of certain riotous lovers* 
who for this last summer have very much infested 
the streets of that eminent city, with violins and 
bass-viols, between the hours of in, and 4 in the 
morning, to the great disturbance of many of her 
Majesty’s peaceable subjects And whereas I have 
been impoi tuned to publish some edict against tliose 
midnight alarms, which, ^ under the name of se- 
renades, do greatly annoy many well-disjposed per- 
sons, not only in the place abo^e-merjuoned, but 
also in most of the polite towns of this island : I 
have taken that matter into my seuous considera- 
tion, and do rind that this custom is by no means to 
be indulged in this countiy and climate 

It IS indeed veiy unaccountable, that most of our 
British youth should take such great delight m 
these nocturnal expeditions. Your lobust true-born 
Briton, that has not yet felt the force of flames and 
darts, has a naturd inclination to break windows | 
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ig&hile thosft 'whose natural ruggedness has been 
soothed and softened by gentle passions, have as 
strong a propensity to languisli under them, -espe- 
cially if they ha\e a fidler behind them to utter their 
compiamts: for, as ihe custom prevails at present, 
there is scarce a young man ot any fashion in a cor- 
poration, w ho does not make love with .the town- 
music. The Waits often help him through lais 
courtUjip; and my fnead Banister* has toM me, 
he was proi’ered five hundred pounds by a young 
tellow, to play but one winter under the window of 
a ladv, that was a great fortune, but more crud 
than ordinary. One would think they hoped to 
conquer their mistresses hearts as people tame hawk-a 
and eagles, by keeping them awake, or breaking 
tncir bleep v\h"en they 8*6 tallen into h 
I have endeavoured to search into the original of 
this impertinent way of making love, which, ac- 
cording to some authors, is of great antiquity If 
we may believe Monsieur Dacier and other cridcs, 
Horace’s tenth Ode of the third book was originalljr 
a Serenade. And if I was disposed to shew my 
learning, I could produce a line of him in another 
place, which seems to have been the burden of aa 
old heathen Serenade, 

•— AttSi 5sf » t/ius Jamt ^ 

Mi tuo hngas fenmU metes^ 

** Lydia^ dufms HOK« x Oil. soev. S, 

Now less an I less aSsail thine ear 
These plaints, Ah » sirepcst thou, my dear. 

While 1, whole nighu, tby Tia--love here 

Am dying 

Fsancts* 

But notwithstanding the opinions of manyleamedl 
men upon this subject, I rather agree with them 

^ Mr. John Banvtef, a composer, and at the head ef lUc 
hauJ in Droiy lane. 
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•who look tipon this castom, as now practised, to 
have been introduced by castrated musicians ; who 
found out this method of applying themselves to 
their mistresses at these hours, when men of 
hoarser voices express theii passsons in a more vul- 
gar roetshod. It must be confessed, that your Italian 
eonuchs do practise this manner of courtship to 
this day. 

But whoever were the persons that first thought 
g £ the Serenade, the authors of all countries are una- 
mmousin ascribing the invention to Italy, 

There are two circumstances, which qualified that 
coontiy above ail others for this midnight music. 

The first I siiall mention was the stStness of their 
cBmate. 

This gave the lover opportunities of being abioad 
in the an, or of lying upon the earth whole hours 
together, without fear ot damps or dews , but as 
toi our tramontane lovers, when they begin their 
midnight complaint with. 

My lodgiDs upon the co3t3 grotrnc! is, 

we are not to understand them in the rigtmr of the 
letter ; since it w^ould be impossible for a British 
swam to condole himself long in that situation, 
without dying for his mistress. A man might as 
well serenade in Greenland as in our region. IVlilton 
seems to have had in his thoughts the absurdity of 
these northern Serenades^ in the cenaute wUeh he 
passes upon them : 

Or ball, 

OrSeieoade, which the scarvM lover stogs 
1 o his proud fair, best quitted wuh disdam. 

The truth of it is, I have often fufied, in a win** 
ter liightjf a vocal musician^ and have attributed 
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many of hb trills and quavers to the coldness of the 
weather. 

The second circumstance which inclined the Ita- 
lians to this custom^ was that musical genius which 
is so universal among them. Nothing is more fre- 
quent in that countiy, than to hear a cobler work- 
ing to an opera-tune. You can scarce see a porter 
that has not one nail much longer than the rest, 
which you will find, upon inquiry, is cherished for 
some instrument. In short, there is not a labourer, 
or handicraft-man, that m the cool of the evening 
does not relieve himself with solos and sonatas. 

The Itahan sooths his mistress with a plaintive 
voice ; and bewails himself in such melting music, 
that the whole neighbourhood sympathizes with him 
in his SOI row. 

^aiis popuiei tticerem 'Bbtlwmla suh umhrS, — 
rtoetem, rawofptf sedeps^ tmserahtU carmen 
Integrate ^ mmitn late lota queutbui mpteL 

VIR6* Georg. IV. 52 x. 

Thus Philomel beneath the poplar shadle 

With plaintive murmurs warbles through the glade— 

Her notes h jrmonious tedious nights protdng, 

And £eho multiplies the mournlul song. 

R. Wysriri* 

^ On the contraiy, our honest countrymen have s» 
fi tic an incUnatiun to music, that they seldom be- 
gin to sing until they are drunk j which also h 
usually the time when they are most disposed te 
serenade. 
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For wheti upon their u"got heir®, 

Th* email themselves and all th <t \ theirs, 

What bhndcr harga ii e'er wai diiv'n, 

Oi wager 'a*d a» six ana seven. 

To p<ss themselves away, and turn 

Their cbildreaS tenants ere they *re bom > HUI>. 

Jpfom my own Apartment ^ September xi* 

1 HAVE been very much solicited by Clarinda, 
flaiia, and Lysetta, to re-assume my discourse 
conceining thejmethods of disposing honourably the 
unmained paifof the world, and taking off ihosc 
bais to it, jomtuies and settlements; which are not 
only the greatest impediments towards entering into 
that state, but £ilt»o die frequent causes of distrust 
and animosity in it after it is consummated. I have 
with very mucli attention considered this case , and 
among all the ob'-ervations that I have made thiougfa 
a long course of yeais, I have thought the coldness 
of wives to their husbands, as wdl as disrespect 
from children to parents, to arise from this one 
source. This trade ior minds and bodies in the 
iumn, without regard to either, but as they are 
companied with such sums of money, and 
parcels of land, cannot but produce a commerce be- 
tween the parties concerned, suitable to the mean 
motives upon which tliey at hist came together. I 
have heretofore given an account, that this method 
of making settlements was first invented by a 
griping lawyer, who made use of the covetous tent- 

\ OL, V. « 
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pers of the parents of each side, to force two young 
people into these vile measures of diffidence, for no 
other end but to increase the skins of parchment, by 
\ihich they were put into each other’s possession out 
of each omei's power. The law of oui countiy has 
given an ample and generous provision for the witc, 
even the thiid of her husband’s estate, and left to 
her good-humour and his giatitude the expectation 
of further provision j but the fantastical method of 
going further, vnih relation to their heirs, has a 
foundation in nothing but pride and folly : for as all 
men wish their children as like themselves, and as 
much better as they can possibly, it seems monstrous 
that we should give out of ourselves the opportu- 
nities of rewarding and discouraging them accoiding 
to their desertb. This wise inbtitution has no more 
sense in it, tlian if a man should begin a deed w ith, 
** Whereas no man living knows how long he shall 
continue to be a living cieature, or an honest man. 
And whereas I am going to enter into the state of 
matnmony with Mrs. D theiefore I shall from 
henceforth make it indifferent to me whether from 
this time forward I shall be a fool or a knave,' And 
therefore, in full and perfect health of body, and a 
sound mind, not knowing which of my childicn will 
prove better or worse, I give to ray first-born, be he 
perverse, ungrateful, impious, or cruel, the lump 
and bulk of my estate; and leave one years pm- 
chase only to each of my younger children, whether 
shall be brave or beautiful, modest or ho- 
nourable, from the time of the date hereof, wherein 
I resign my senses, and hereby promise to employ 
my judgment no further in the distribution of my 
worldly goods from the day of the date heieof j 
hereby further confessing and covenanting, that I 
am from henceforth inamed, and dead in law,” 
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Theie is no man that is conversant in modem set- 
tlements, but knows this is an exact translation of 
what is inserted in these instruments. Mens pas- 
sions could only make them submit to such teims ; 
and thcretore all unreasonable bargains in mairiage 
ought to be set aside, as well as deeds extorted fiom 
men under force, or in prison, who are altogether 
as much masters of their actions, as he that is pos- 
sessed with a violent passion. 

How strangely men are sometimes partial to 
themselves, appears by the rapine of him has a 

daughter’s beauty under his direction. He Mill 
make no scruple of using it to force from her lover 
as much of his estate as is worth ten tliousand 
pounds, and at the same time, as a justice on the 
bench, will spaie no pains to get a man hanged that 
has taken but a horse from him. 

It is to be hoped the legislature will in due time 
take this kind ot robbery into consideration, and not 
suffer men to prey upon each other M’hen they are 
about making ilie most solemn league, and entering 
into the strictest bonds. The only sure remedy is 
to tix a certain rate on every woman s fortune j one 
price for that of a maid, and another for that of a 
w idow * for it is of iniinite advantage, that there 
should be no irauds or uncertainties in the sale of 
oui women. 

If any tnan should exceed the settled rate, , he 
ought to be at Jiberty after seven years arc over, by 
which time his love may be supposed to abate a 
little, if It is not founded upon reason, to renounce 
the bargain, and be freed mm the settlement upon 
restoring the portion? as a youth married under 
iourteen years old may be off, if he pleases, Mlien 
he comes to age, and as a man is discharged from 
all barg.tins but that of marriage, made when he Jfs 
uiidei twenty-one, 


^ a 



64 / TATLER. N® 223. 

It grieves me when I consider, that these re- 
straints upon matrimony take away the advartage 
we should otherwise h?\e over other countries, 
which are sunk much by tho^e great checks upon 
propagation, the convents It is thought chiefly 
owing to the«e, that Italy and Spain want above half 
ilieii complement of people Were the price of 
waives always fixed and settled, it would contribute 
to tilling the nation, more than all the encourage- 
ments that can possibly be given to fore«gners to 
transplant thcmseh es hither. 

I therefore, as censoi of Bntain, until a law is 
made, will by down luki* which shall be observed^ 
with pena'tv of degrading all that break them, into 
PieVy Fellows, SmaUs, Sqmls, Hunting-^Ho? 
DriiWA, and Bagpipes, 

The females that are guilty of bieaking mv or- 
detb, I shall respectively pionounce to be Kitt, 
Hornpipes, Dulcimers, and Kettle-drums, Such 
widows as vear the spoils of one husband, I will 
bury, if they attempt to rob another. 

I ordain That no woman ever demand one shib 
ling to be paid after her husband’s death, more than 
the very sum she brings him, or an equivalent foi it 
inland 

I’hat no settlement be made, m which the man 
settles on his children more than the reversion of the 
jointure, oi the v^alue of it in money, so that at his 
de jta, he may m the v hole be bound to pay ins fa- 
mily but dorble to what he has received. I would 
have the elocst, as well as the lest, have his pro- 
vision out ot this. 

When men aie not able to come up to those set- 
tlements 1 have proposed, I would have them re- 
ceive so much of the portion only as they can come 

to, and tiie rest to go to the woman by way of 
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pin money, or separate mauitenance. In this, I 
think, I determine equally between the twose&es. 

If any lawyer varies trom these rales, or ib above 
two da}'S in drawing a marnage-settlemeiity or uses 
more words in it than one skin of pirr nnient will 
contain, or takes above hve poaudb dra ving it, 
I would have him thrown over the bar, 

Weic these rales ooserved, a woman whh asroall 
fortune, and a great deal ot worth, would oe sure 
to marry according to her de^eris, if the man b 
estate weie to be less incumbered, iii propornon as 
her fortune is less than he might have 'vith othei s. 

A man of a great deal of merit,. and not much 
estate, might be chosen tor his worth 5 becau-»e it 
would not be difncult for him to mike 4 settlement. 

The man that loves a woman be^t, would not 
lose her for not being able to bid so much ano- 
ther, or for nut complying with an extiavagant 
demand. 

A fine woman would no more be set up to 
auction as she is now When a mnn puts in lor 
her, her fuends or herself take care to publish it } 
and the man that was the fijst bidder is m ido 
other use of but to raise the price. He tliat ‘oves 
her will continue m waiting as long as she pleases, 
if her fortune be thought equal to his 5 and, uiid-*r 
pretence of some failme m the rent-roll, or diffi- 
culties in drawing the settlem-nt, he is put off aufixi 
a better barg lin is made with anoth ;r. 

All the rest of the sex, that are not rich or beau- 
tiful to the highest decree, die plainly gamers, and 
would be married so fa^t, that the lea-^t t harioia^ of 
them would soon grow beauties to the o-iLhelors, 

Widows might be easily raa ned, if w^'ild 
not, they do now, set up tor discreet^ only u/ 
being mercenaiy. 

QS 
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Tbe makiog matiimony cheap and eas\ would be 
the greatest di^couiagernent to vice: the limiting 
the expence of childien would not make men ill 
inclined^- or afraid of having them in a regular w'ay ; 
and the men of mmt would not bve unmarried, as 
tliey often do now, becanse the goodness of a wife 
cannot be insuied to themj but the lobS of an estate 
is cerlain, and a man would never ha\c the af- 
fliction of avioitbless iieir added to that of abaci 

I am the more serious, large, and particular on 
this subject, because my Lucubrations, designed 
for tbe encouragement of virtue, cannot have the 
desired success as long as this incumbrance of set^ 
tlements continues upon matrimony. 


N«324.THUESDAY,SEPTEMBER 14, 1710. 


wptre^at opus. ■ > 

ovm.Mct.ir.5. 

f he matttr eqoall’d not the artistes skill. 

R. Wynne* 

Ihm my mn Apartment Septmltr 13. 

It is my custom, in a dearth of news, to entertain 
ni)fiwlf with those coUectiems of advertisements that 
appear at the end of all our public prints. These I 
consider as accounts of news from the little world, 
in the same manner that the foregoing parts of the 
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paper are from the great If in one we hear that a 
sovereign prince is fled from his capital city, in the 
Ollier we hear of a tradesman who bath shut up his 
shop, and run away. If in one we find the \ictory 
of a general, in the other we see the desertion of a 
private soldier. I must confess I have a ceitaiu 
weakness in my temper, that is often veiy much af- 
fected by these little domestic occurrences, and 
have fiequently been caught with tears in my c; es 
over a melancholy adv ertisement. 

But to consider tins subject in its most ridiculous 
lights, advertisements aie of gieat use to the v-ulgar. 
Fust of all, as they are instruments of ambition. A 
man that is by no means big enough for the Gazette, 
may easily cieep into the advertisements 5 by which 
means we often see an apothecary m the same paper 
of news with a plenipotentiary, or a running-toot- 
man with an ambassador. An advertisement from 
Piccadilly goes down to posterity with an aiticle 
fiom Madrid, and John Bartlett * of Goodman's- 
fields IS celebrated in the same paper wdth the em- 
peror of Germany. Thus the fable tells us, tliat tlie 
wren mounted as high as the eagle, by getting upon 
his back. 

A second use which this sort of writings bath 
been turned to of late years, has been the manage- 
ment of controversy j insomuch that above half the 
advertisements one meets with now-a-dajTs arc 
purely polemical. The inventors of Strops for 
razors” have written against one another this way 
for several years, and that with great bitterness 3 as 
the whole argument pro and con in the case of 

the morning-gown” is still carried on after the 
same jpoanner. 1 need not mention the several pro* 


* A tross-niaker. 
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piietors of Dr Anderson » pills ; nor take notice of 
(iie many saiiiical works of this nature so fiequcntly 
punished by Dr flark, who has had the confidence 
toad ertiseuooh that learned knight, my \ery woi- 
thy friend Sir Wilham Read but I shall not in- 
terpose in their quariel Sir William can give him 
his own in advertisements, that, in the judgment 
of the impartial, are as 'veil penned as the doctor s. 

The thii d and last use ot these writings is to in- 
form the woild, where they may be furnished with 
almost eveiy thing that is necessaiy for life. If a 
man h?s pa»ns in his head, colics in his bowels, or 
spots in Ins cloaths, he may here meet with proper 
cares and lemedies If a man would lecovei a wife 
01 a horse that is stolen or strayed , if he wants new 
serraonb, electuaries, asses milks, or any thing else, 
e.ther for his body or mind 5 this is the place to look 
tor them in. 

The gi eat art in writing adveitisements, is the 
finding (*ut a piopei method to catch the leadefs eye, 
without which a good thing may pass over unob- 
seived, or be lost among commissions of bankrupts. 
Asteiiskb and bands were formerly of great use for 
this purpose, Uf late years the N B has been 
inuch in fashion, ss also little cuts or figures, thet 
invention of w bich we must a&ctibe to the authoi of 
spiirg-trus^es. I roust not here omit the blind 
Jiaitan chuiaite}, which, being scaice legible, al- 
ways fixes and detains the e) e, and gives the curjoiis 
leudei soraetiiing like the satisfaction of prj ing into 
a secret. 

But the great skill in an advertiser is chiefly seen 
in the stjle winch he makes use of. He is to 
mention the universal esteem, or general repu- 
tation," of things that weie nevei heard of. If he la 
a physutan or ai^trologcTj he much change hia 
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lodgings frequentV; a id, though he never sa^ any 
body in them bewdes hi- o amly, gite pubLc 
notice of it, ‘‘ for the mioiftituou of the nolni ty 
and gently.” Since 1 am tiuis employed in 

writing ciitidsrx 4 S on the woiks ot the-^e diaiuuitiie 
authois, I must not pass o\cr la silvW'e an adver- 
tisement, which has lately made its ap^e'irance, 
and IS written altogether in a Cuerotiian niai.ncr. 
it was sent to me, with Jive to be itcd 

among my advertisements, but as it 's a patiein of 
good wiituig Hi this way, i shall gi\e it a place in 
Sie body of my paper. 

The highest compounded spirit of la%'endcr, 
the most gLonous, if the expression rtay Ic nsed^ 
enlivening scent and flavour that tan possibly be, 
which so laptures tlie spirits, delights the gust, 
and gives such airs to the countenance , as are rot 
to be imagined but by tho-e that have iticd it 'ihe 
meanest soit of the thing is admir^ by most gentle- 
men and ladies 4 but tiiis fai more, as by far u ex- 
ceeds it, to the gaining among all a mote than com- 
mon esteem. It is sold, in neat dmt bottles fit for 
the pocket, only at the golden Key ii> Wfaaiton s 
Court, near lioibom-bars, for three shillings and 
feix-pence, with directions.’* 

At the same time that I recommend tf.e several 
flowers in winch this spirit of laveudt i 15 wrapped 
up, if tile expression way le vsed, I can* 01 excuse 
my fdllDw labouiers for admitting into iheii papers 
several uncleanly adverusements, ni»t at oul proper 
to appear in the workh of pome writers. Among 
these I must reckon the Carm*n tt^e Wind- 
expelling Pills.” If the doctor had called *hem only 
his Carminative Pills, be had been as deary as '^ne 
could have wished , but tlie second word entirely 
deslioya the decency of the iiut. There are oihev 
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absurdities of this i&ture so \ery gross, that I daie 
not nxectioa them, and shall therefore dismiss this 
subject with a public admonition to Michael Panot, 
That he do not presume any moxe to mention a cer«- 
tarn worm he knows of, which, by the way, has 
grown seven feet in my memory ; for, if I am not 
much mistaken, it is the same that was but nine 
feet long about sixt months ago. 

By the remarks I ha\e here made, it plainly ap- 
pears, that a cedlection of adveitisemeuts is a kind 
of miscellany, the writers of which, contraiy to all 
authors, except men ot quality, gi\c money to tlie 
booksellers w ho publish their copies. The genius of 
the bookbdlcr is chiefly shewn in his method of 
ranging and d’ge^ting these little tracts. The last 
paper I took up in my hand places them in the fol- 
lowing order. 

The true Spanish blacking for shoes, 3cc. 

Pease and plaisters, &c. 

Nectar and Ambrosia, &c. 

.Four freehold tenements of flfteen pounds pit 
annum 3 8cc 

Annotations upon the Tatler, &:c. 

The present state of England, &c. 

A commission of bankruptcy being awarded agisuiist 
B. L. bookseller, &c. 
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Si ^idftevtsU reetzm t^ttSf 

Gandtdus mperu I stmn, bis uure meeum. 

HOR. X Ep.VI. 6 y. 

' - If a better sj^stem’s thine, 

Impart it fiankly ; oi make use of mine* 

Prakci$» 

Front my owfi Aparirttmt^ Septeniher 

The hours which we spend in conversation are die 
most pleasing of any which we enjoy j yet, me- 
think», there ii» very little care taken to improve 
ourselves for die frequent repetition of them. The 
common fault in this case is that of growing too 
timate, and falling into displeasing familianties: 
for it is a very ordinary thing for men to make no 
othei use of a close acquaintance with each other’s 
adairs, but to teaze one another with unacceptable 
allusions. One would pass over patiently such- as 
converse like animals, ai^d salute each other with 
bangs on the shoulder, sly raps with canes, or other 
robust pleasantries practised by the rural gentry of 
this nation . but even among those who should have 
more polite ideas of things, you see a set of people 
who invert the design of conversation, and make 
Sequent mention of ungrateful subjects j nay, men- 
tion them because they are ungrateful j as if the 
perfection of society were in Imowing bow to olFend 
on the one part, and how to bear an o^ence on the 
ctiier. In all parts of this populous town, you hnd 



WtLER.. Jl* 2250 

the merry world m^de up of an active and a passive 
CO upamon ; one who has good-nature enough to 
suffer ad h^s Inend shall think fit to say, and one 
is resolved to make the moat of his good- 
huTiour to show his parts In the trading part of 
mankind, I have ever observed the jest went by the 
vrt ight of parses, and the ridicule is made up by the 
gams which arise from it. Thus the packer allows 
the clothier to say what he pleases > and the broker 
bashis countenance ready to laugh with the mer- 
chant. though the abuse is to fall on himself, be- 
cause he knows that, as a go-between, he shall find 
his account in being in good graces of a man of 
wealth. Among tbe-.e just and punctual people the 
richest man is ever the better jester 5 and they know 
110 such thing aa a person who shall pretend to a su- 
perior laugh at a man, who does not make him 
amends bv opporiuniUes of advantage in another 
kind: but among people of a different way, wheie 
the pretended distinction m company is only what is 
from sense and understanding, it is very ab- 
surd to carry on a rough raillery so far, as that the 
who’e discourse should turn upon each other ’s in- 
firniilies, follies, or misfonunes. 

I was tins evening with a set of wags of this class* 
Th(*v appear generally by two and twoj and what is 
most extiaoidmaiy, is, that tliosevery persons who 
most together appear least of a mind when 
joined by other company. This evil proceeds from 
an indiscreet familxaiity, whereby a man is allowed 
to say the ra 7st grating thing imaginable to another, 
and It shall be accounted weakness to sliow^ an im* 
patience for the unkmdness. But this and all other 
deviations from the design of pleasing each other 
when we meet, le deiived from uiierjopers in so- 
ciety ; who capacity to put in a stock among 
regular companions, and therefore supply their wan^ 
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by stale histories, sly ob -venations, and ludchints^ 
\\liich relate to the conduct of others AU cohabi- 
tants in general run into this unhippy tiali, nea 
end tneii uives break into reflections, wh.cli are 
like so much Arabic to the re-t of the co'npany ; 
s sters a. d biotlitra often make the like li:;;ure, 
f om the same i nj.ist sense of the art of being inti- 
mate «ind familur. It is often said, such a one 
cannot -tanJ tne mention of such a circumstn’ice ; 
it he cannot, I am snie it is foi want of d'bouar^e, 
01 a vorse reason, that any companion of lus 
tonche-s upon t 

Fw.railiait;, among the tiuly well-bred, never 
oive*. audio* ity to tre&pass upon one ano her in the 
liio&t ni.uule Circumstance , bnt it allows to be 
ki-^vdcr than vve ought otbei v\ise to pie uma to be. 
Eu^ebiua has wit, humour, and spirt, but ihere 
never was a man m his company who widi^d he 
had less, fjr he understands ♦■amilnrity so well, 
that he knows how to make use of it in a way, that 
neither in ikes himself oi his tiiend contemptible^, 
bat it any one is lessened by his freedom, it is he 
himself, who always hkes^ the place, the diet, and 
the reception, when he is m the company of his 
fiicnds Equality is the 1 fe or con\er',ation 5 and 
he IS as much out who assumes to himself '>ny part 
above another, as he who considers himself below 
the rest of the society. Familiarity in infeiio.s is 
saucincss; in supeiiors, condescension, neithei of 
which aie to have being among companions, tlie 
very word implying thit they are to be equal. 
When, therefore, we have abstiacted the company 
from all considerations ot their quality or fonune, it 
will immediately appear, that to make it happy and 
polite, there must nothing be started which shall 
discover, that f ui iboughts run upon any such dis- 
tinctions, Hence it will arise, that bejaevolence 

VOL. V. a 
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must become the rule of society^ and he that is most 
obresng n)U->t be most di\eiting. 

u ly ot talking I am fallen into from the re- 
fine* ion that I am, wheiever I go^ entertained w-ith 
so ne absurdity, mistake, \ve*ikness, or ill-luck of 
S' lie man or other, whom not only I, but the per- 
son uho makes me those relations, has a value for. 
It would theietoie he a gicat benefit to the world, 
if it c.u.d be brought to pass, that no stoiy should 
be a taking one, out what was to the advantage of 
the person <*f whom it is i elated. By this means, 
he that is now a wit in conversation, would be con- 
sidered as a spreader of false new s is in business. 

But above all, to make a famiLar fit for a bosom 
.d, it i-s absolutely neces«aiy that we should al- 
w^avs b^ incbied latLer to hide, than lally each 
otb.isir.ft/iniaies. To suffer for a fault is a sort of 
at(4ienitnl , ai d no body is concerned for the of- 
fence toi hu h be has made reparat’ion. 

P S. I have received the following letter, which 
ralhes me for being witty sooner than I designed 5 
bat I have now altcied my lesolation, and intend to 
be facetious until the day in October heretofoie 
inciiuoned, instead of beginning fiom that day. 

‘‘Mr Bickerst\ff, Sept 6, 1710. 

“ By your own reckomng, you came yesterday 
about a month before the time you looked yourself^ 
much to the satisfaction of 

Youi most obliged, humble servant. 

Plain English/* 

St. Javtes's Coffee-house, September 1^. 

Advices fiom Madrid of the eighth say, the duke 
of AiJiou, with his couit, and all the councils, were 
prepaung to leave that place in a day or two, in order 
to I emove to V alladolid. They addj that the palace 
was already unfurmshed. 
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> yuvims quondautf runr fen^na Caneus^ 

S.unai f i» %e*ertm futjrevoLtafgu an* 

V V'J 

Casnens, d t\onr>an once, anJ of^ce a man ; 

But endiSig in .lie sex she disc began. Dr\ debt. 

F}oni my own Apartment^ Septemlcr iS. 

It is one of the designs of this paper to ti ansniit to 
posterity an account ot eve»y thing that is n.on- 
strous m niyo\^n times Fur this leason, J sluil 
here publish to the i,\orld the iiteot a person \sho 
was neitlier man nor woman j as w rttien by one of 
my ingenious correspondents, who sccnji to have 
imitated Piutarch in Uiat mullifanous enu.uicn, and 
those octasional dissertations, w'hich he has w nought 
into the body of bis history. The hte I am piating 
out is that of Maigcry, alias John \oung, com- 
monly know'n by the mimeot Doctor Young, who, 
as the tow n very well knows, was a woman that prc*c- 
tised physic in a man's cloaths, and, autr iiaving 
had two wives and several children, died about a 
month since. 

Sir, 

I here make bold to tiouble you with a **hort 
account of the famous Doctor Young s life, whh h 
you may caD, if }oii please, a second part ot the 
farce ot the SnamDoitor, This perhaps wni not 
seem so stiange to you, who if 1 am not mistaken, 
have somew'here mentioned w^ith honour your sister 
H a 
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maiTied his second lady, with whom also he lived 
in \ery good under'^tanding It so happened, that 
the Doctor was with ch Id ?t the same time that his 
lady was 5 but the little ones coming both togetliei, 
they passed for twins The Doctor having entiiely 
estabb’sbed the leputation of his manhood, espe- 
cially bv the biith of the boy of whom he had been 
lately dehveied, and who \er) much lesembles him, 
giew' into good busmens, and was particulaily fa- 
mous for the cure of \eneieal distempers, but 
wtould have had much moie practice among his own 
sex, had not some of tliem been so unreasonable as 
to demand certain proofs of their cuie, which the 
Doctor was not able to give them. The florid 
blooming look, which gave the Doctoi some unea- 
sines-^at fiist, instead ot bptra)Ing his person, only 
recommended his physic Upon this occasion I 
cannot forbear mentioning what I thought a \ery 
agreeable suipiize, in one of Mohere*s plays, 
w'heie a young woman applies heiselt to a sick 
pci son in the habit of a quack, and speaks to her 
patient, w^ho was something scandalized at the 
youth of his physician, to the following purpose — 
I beg^.n to piactise m the reign of Francis the 
and am now in the hundred and fiftieth 
year of n^y age but, by the viitue of my medi- 
caments, have maintained myself in the same 
beauty and tieshness I bad at fifteen. For this 
reason Hipprciates lays it down as a rule, that a 
student in physic should have a sound constitution, 
and a healthy lookj which indeed seem as neces- 
sary qualifications for a physician, as a good life 
and virtuous behaviour for a divine. But to return 
to our subject About two years ago the Doctor 
was very much afiiicted with tiie vapours, which 
grew upon him to such a degree, that about six 
weeks since they made an end of him. His death 
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discovered the disguise he had acted under, and 
brought him back again to his former sex. It is 
said, that at his burial the pall was held up by sis 
women of some tashion. The doctor left behind 
him a widow, and two fatherless children, if the/ 
may be called so, besides the little boy befoie- 
menticned In lelation to whom we may sa> of 
the Doctor, as the good old ballad about The 
Children m the Wood sayb ut the unnatural uncle, 
that he was father and mother noth in one. Theie 
are all the circumstances that I could learn of 
Doctor Young’s life, which might have given 
occasion to many obscene fictions: but as I know 
those would never have gained a place in your 
Papei, I have not tioubled vou with any imper- 
tinence of that nature, having stuck to the tiuth 
very scrupulously, as I alw’ays do when I subscribe 
m}seir. Sir, 

Yours, &c.*’ 

I shall add as a postscript to this letter, that I 
am inlormed the famous Saltero, who sells cofiee 
m his museum at Chelsea, has by him a curiosity, 
which helped the Doctor to cany on his im- 
postal e, and will give gieat satisfaction to the cu* 
rious inquirci. 
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N®227. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER21 ,.110. 


Omftifui trvtde.iSf Z t'if nevt^iiU, Martxal« 

Thou envy st all, but no man e .vies thee 

R. Wynne. 

From my oun Apartment, SepUmle-i 20. 

It is the busm^ss of icason and philosopliy to sooth 
and allay the pa^-ions of the mind, or torn them to 
axigoou'. piosccution of what ib chctited by the 
understanding In ordei to thi« good end, I would 
keep a watch? nl eve upon the grow ing inclinations of 
youth, and be paiticuUily careiul to pi e\ ent their 
indulging themseiVes in such sentiments as may 
imbue’ t eir moie adtanced age. I have now 
tiniei cure a young gentleman, w ho lately commit- 
TiiC ted to me, tlj.it he w^as of all men living the 
mo^t rtii^efahly envious I desned the circum- 
stances of his distemper , upon w^hich, wnth a sigh 
tha would have moved the most inhuman breast, 
Mr. B^ckv rstafF,” said he, ‘^1 am nephew to a 

f ei tlcman of a very great estate, to whose favour 
have a cousin that hah equal pretensions with my* 
self TIuh kinsman of mine is a young man of the 
highest merit imagmable, and has a maid so tender, 
and sj generous, that I can obseive he returns my 
envy vwrh pity He makes me, upon all occasions, 
tiie most rbliging condescensions and I cannot but 
take notice of the concern lie is in, to see my life 
h'asted with th'?- racking passion, though it is against 
himself. In the piestnce of my uncle, when I am 
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in the room, he never bp?ak5 so well as he is capable 
of ; but always lowers his talents and acco.n j I'.h- 
mciiti out of regard to me. What I beg of you, 
deal Sir, i:> to in'jtract me how to lave him, as I 
know he does rae and I beseech you if possible, 
to set ray heart right , that it miy no longer be Loi- 
mentecl where it should be pleased, or hate a man 
VI horn T cannot butappiove ” 

The patient gave me this account ith such can- 
dour rnJ openness, that I conceded imra^dnte 
hop^s rf his ru e because, m diseases of the 
mmd, Lie person aifected is halt recovered when 
he IS sensible ot his distemper. “ Sir, * said I, “ the 
ackuowdedgement of you- kinsman’s merit is a very 
hopeful symptom, foi it is the nature of peisoas af- 
flicted \\ itn this ev il, when they are incurabb, to 
pretend a contempt of the per-on enn^J, if they 
are taxed with th^t w^eakness. A man who is 
leally entious will not allow he is but, upon 
such an accusation, !*> tormented with theiedect on, 
that to en\y a man is to allow him your bupenor* 
But in your ca^e, \^hen )ou e*..?raine tlie bottom of 
your heart, J am apt to rhuik it is avance, winch 
you mistake for envy. Were it not that you have 
both expectations trom the same man, you would 
look upon your cou'iin’s accorapli*>hfnents vi ith plea- 
suie. You, that no \ consiaer him as an obstacle 
to your inteie-.i, \%ould then brho*d him as an orna- 
ment to your taraily ” I ob'Crved my patient upon 
this occasion recover himselt in so me * measure j and 
he owned to me, that ** he hoped it wis as 1 ima- 
gined , for that in all places, but where he was his 
n\al, he had pleasuie m his company.** This was 
the first discouise we had upon this malady, but I 
do not doubt but, after two or thiee more, I shall, 
hy just degrees, soften his envy into emulation. 
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Soch an envy, as I ha\e here described, may 
p' 3 'iSibly enter into an iugenuouh mind, but the 
einy which makes a man uneasy to himself and 
others, is a certain di'^tortion an » perverseness of 
temper, that renders him unwilinig to be pleased 
w’th anv tLuiq without h*m, that has either beauty 
or peifection in r. I look upon it cs a distemper in 
the' mind, which I know no moiali-t that has de- 
scribed in th»s light, when a niuii cannot discern 
any thing, whidi anotlicr is master ot that is agree- 
able. For which reason, I look upon the good- 
na*ured man to be endowed with a ceitain discern- 
ing faculty, which the eiivious are altogether de- 
prived of/ Shallow wnts, supeificial cntics, and 
conceited fops, are V ith me so many blind men in 
respect of excellencies They can behold norbing 
but iaults and blemishes, a*d, indeed see nothing 
that lu worth seeing. Show them a poem, it is 
stud, a pic une, it is daubing They find nothing 
in aichitecturethatis not irregular, or in music that 
is not out of tune These men should consider, 
that It is their envy which deforms eveiy^ thing, and 
that the ugliness is not in the object, biit m the eye. 
And as for nobler minds, whose ments are either 
not di‘*covcred, or are misrepresentt^d by tlie en- 
vious part of mankind, they should rather considei^ 
their dtfamers wath pity than indignation A man 
cannot have an idea of perfection in another, which 
he was ne\er sensible of in himself. Mr Locke 
tells us, That upon asking a blind man, w^hat he 
tlioiight scarlet was 3* he answered. That he believed 
it was like the ''ound of a tiumpet." He was forced 
to form his conceptions of ideas which he had not, 
by those which he had. In the same manner, ask 
an eni ious man what he thinks of virtue ^ he w ill 
call It design j what of good-nature ^ and he will 
term it dulness. The difference is, that as the 
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person before-mentioned was bom blind, your en- 
vious men have contracted the distemper then - 
selves, anu are troubled with a sort of an acqui d 
blindness. Thus the de\il in Milton, though made 
an angel of light, could see nothing to please him 
even m Paradise, and hated our first parents, though 
in their state of mnocence. 


N®228.SATUIlDAY,SEPTEMBER23,niO. 


Sit mhi 


Vemtt manuXi atixtlm quee 


HOR. I Sat. iv. 


T4X. 


A powerful aiU from ocher bands wiUcontie 

R, WvsNi* 


Trom my own Apartment, September aa. 

A MA^r of business, who makes 'a public entertain- 
ment, may sometimes leave his guests, and beg 
them to duert ih.-msehes as well as they can until 
his return I shall heie make use of the same pri- 
vilege, being engaged in matters of some impor- 
tance relating to the tamily ot the Bickerstafis, and 
must desire my readers to entertain one another 
until I can have leisure to attend them. I have 
therefore furnished out this paper, as I have done 
some few others, with letters of my ingenious cor- 
respondents, which, I have reason to believe, will 
please the public as much as my own moie elabo- 
rate Lucubrations. 
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Sir,, Lincoln, Sept. 9. 

I ha\c long been of the number of your ad- 
mirers, and take tkir' oppoitunity of ftlling you so, 
1 know uoi \vh} a man so tamed ha* a.-irological oh- 
fiervations nia> not be ai^o a good casuist ^ upon 
%vhich pri: sumption it is 1 ask jour acv.ce in an 
af:a:r, lost at present puzrit* quite that slender 
sU.'ck of dirniity i am master ot. \ have now been 
some time in Lo.y oiders, and fellow ot a certain 
coHe::e in one ot ilje universities j but, weary of 
ti/aruLiactive life, I ivsulvt. to be doing good in my 
oei!-. rU'U n. A vorthy gentleman has lately offered 
me a uit r.ctory ; but meanh, 1 peicei\e. his kins- 
T.i man ;:hoiild have the benotit oi the clergy. 1 am 
a iio’. lee iii the world, and contess it slartits me, 
hew tb>e b(5dy of Mrs. .-vbigaii can be annexed to 
thi c ure of souls. Sir, v ouks you give us, in one 
of vour Tailers, the original and progress of smock- 
hiir.cny, and sho-.^ us, that where tlie laws are 
silent, mens c<:nbcience> ought to be so too, you 
could not more ebiige our iraternity of young’di^ 
vines, and among the rest. 

Your humble servant. 

High-church/^ 

'i,. ' • 

I am very proud of having a gentleman of 
name fcir my admirer, and may, some time or oiiierj 
write siuh a treatise as he mentions. In the me an 
time, I do not see w'hy our clergy, wiio are fre- 
quently men of good families, should be reproached, 
if any of them chance to espouse a haiRi-maid with 
a rectory in conunevdam, tince the best of our 
peers, have often joined themselves to tlie daughters 
of very ordinary^ tradesmen, upon the same vaiuabk 
consideratioii&i 
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G/ode in MooiJiBlds^ Sept* i 6 . 

Honoured Sir, 

I have now finished my almanack for tlie next 
year, in all the paits of it, except that ixhich con-^ 
ccios the weathci , and you having shown yourself, 
by some of your l^te works, more weather wise tiian 
any of our astrologeis, I most humbly presume to 
tiouble you upon this head. You know very w^eil, 
that in our ordinaiy almanacks the wind and lam, 
snow and hail, cloilda and sunshine, have their pro- 
per seasons, and come up as legularly in their se- 
ver?! months ?3 the fiuits and plants of the earth. 
As foi my OW’D part, I freely own to >ou, that I 
g'^nerally steal my weather out of some antiquated 
almanac, that foictold it seveial years ago. Now, 
S r, what I humbly beg of you is, that you wmuld 
lend me your State weather-glass, in older to fill 
up this vacant column m my woiks. Thi^*, I 
know”, would sell my almanack beyond any other, 
and make me a richer man than Poor Robin If 3 oa 
will not grant me this favour, I must have lecourse 
to my old method, and will copy after an old al- 
manack which I have by me, and which I thmtw was 
foi the year w”hen the great storm was. 

lam. Sir, 

The most humble of your admirers. 

T. Philojuatii ’* 
This gentleman does not consider, what a strjugc 
appearance his almanack w'ould make to the igno- 
rant, should he transpose his weathei, as he iniut 
do, did he follow the dictates of my glass. What 
would the world say to see siumncis fille 1 with 
clouds and stoims, and winters with calms and sun- 
shine, accoiding to the variations of the vieathci", 
as they might accidentally appear in a State^OdXO^ 
vou V* X 
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meter ^ But let that be as it will, I shall apply my 
ovtn mvertion to my use; and if I do not 
make mv foitune by it, it w ill be my o\\n fault. 

The ne3^t letter comes to me from another self- 
interested solicitor. 

Mr. Btckerst4Fp, 

'' I am going to set up for a Scrivener, and have 
thought of a project which may turn both to your 
account and mine. It Came into my head, upon 
reading that It nnied and useful paper of yours con- 
cerning advertisements. You must understand, I 
htUe made myself master in the whole art of ad- 
^rin-j ng, both as to the style and the letter. Now 
if * ou and I co’Jd so manage it, that nobody should 
vr-ite advert! seaients besides myself, or print them 
any where but in your p^per, we m.ght both of us 
get estates in a Lttle time For tins end I w^ould 
likewise pi opnse, that y<.u should enlaige the de- 
sign of advertisements, and have sent you tw^o or 
three samples of my \vo»*k in this kind, -which I 
have made for particular friends, and intend to open 
shop with. The frst is for a gentleman, who 
would willingly mair}", if he could find a wife to 
his liking , the second is for a poor whig, -wdio is 
lately turned out of his post; and the thud fora 
person of a contrary party, -who is willing to get 
into one.” 

Whereas A. B next door to the Pestle and 
aiortar, being about 30 years old, of a spare make, 
with dark-coloured hair, blight eye, and a long 
jiose, has occasion for a good-humoured, tall^ fair, 
young woman, of about 3000/. fortune . these 
are to give notice, that if any such young woman 
has a mmd to dispose of herself m marriage to such 
a person as the abovementioned^ she may be pro** 
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\ided with a husband, a coach and horses, and pro- 
portionable settlement.** 

C. D. designing to quit his place, has great 
quantities ot paper, parchment, ink was, and wa- 
fers, to dispose ot, which will be sold at very reason- 
able rate'* '* 

E. F a person of good behaviour, six feet high, 
cf a black complexion, and sound principles, w aiits 
an employ. He is au excedent pemuan and accomp- 
tant, and speaks Fiench.*’ 


N^ 229 . TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 , 1710 . 


menta same su^ rhiuM* 

flOR, 3 OJ. XXX. 13 ^ 

With con*cio’'s pri 1e 

Assume tUe l^onoursjusUy thine. 

FltAXClft. 

From my own Apaitment, Septemler 25 - 
The whole creation preys upon itself. Every living 
creature is inhabited. A flea has a thousand invisi- 
ble insects that teaze him a-, he jumps trom place to 
place, and re\enge our quanels upon him, A teiy^ 
ordinary microscope shew s us, tJ:at a louse is itself 
a very lousy creatuie A whale, beside^ those seas 
and oceans in the several vessels of his body, which 
are filled with innuraeiable shoals of little animals, 
carries about mm a whole w'oild ot inhabitants j in- 
somuch that, if wre believe the calculauons some 
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have made, there are more living creatures, which 
f ie too small for the naked eye to behold, about the 
Leviarban, than there are of visible creatures upon 
th'^' :ace of ilie whole earth. Thus every nobler 
creature is, as it were, the basis and support of mul- 
tit.ides that are his interiors. 

This consideration very much comforts me, when 
I think on those numberless vermin that feed upon 
this paper, and find their sustenance out of it 5 I 
mean the small vits and scribblers, that every day 
turn a pefiny by nibbling at my Lucubrations, This 
has been .so advantageous to tliis little species of 
writers, tlint, if they do me justice, I may expect to 
have mv statue erected in Grub-street, as being a 
common benefactor to that quarter* 

They say, when a fox is veiy much troubled with 
fiea.«, lie goes into the next pool with a little lock of 
wocm in his mouth, and keeps his body under water 
until the vermin get into it| after which he quits 
tlie wool, and di\ ing, leaves his tormentors to shift 
for themselves, and get their livelihood where they 
can. 1 would have these gentlemen take care tliat 
I do not serve them after the same manner ^ fof: 
though I have hitherto kept my temper pretty well, 
it is not impossible but I may some time or other dis- 
appear 5 and what will then become of them? 
Should I lay down my paper, what a famine would 
there be among the hawkers,, printers, booksellers, 
and authors! It would be like Doctor Burgess’s 
dropping hs cloak, with the whole congregation 
hanging upon die skirts of it. To enumerate some 
of these my doughty aniagomsts ; I \vas threatened 
to be answered w eekly Tit for Tat ; J was under- 
mined by the IFbupcrer^ haunted by Tom Bromts 
Ghost-, scolded at by a Female Tatleryznd. slan- 
dered by another of the saitie character, under the , 
title of Atalantis, I have been annotated^ retattled. 
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examined, and condoled: but it being my standing 
maxim never to speak ill of tlie dead, I shall let these 
authors lest in peace; and take great pleasure in 
thinking, that I ha\ e sometimes been the means of 
their getting a belly-fulL When I see myself thus 
surrounded by such formidable enemies, I often 
think of the Knight of the Red Cross in Spender’s 
Den of Erroi/* who, after he has cut off tiie 
dragon’s head, and left it wallowing in a dood of 
ink, sees a thousand monstrous reptiles making their 
attempts upon h^m, one with many heads, another 
with none, and all of them without eyes* 

TFie same so sore annoyed has the KnigUt, 

That, nigh choaked with the cieadly stink. 

His fiiices he can vo longer iight; 

\Vi’o«e con-age when the fiend perceiv’d toshtink. 

She ponred forth out of her hrllish sink 
Her fruitful cursed spa-vri of &ei perns small, 

Psformed monsters, foul, and black as ink; 

Which swarming all about his legs did crawl, 
him encumbred sore, but could not hurt at a!l« 

As gentle shepherd in sweet even tide. 

When ruddy Phoe^'us gins to weik m u est, 

High on an lull, his flock to viewen w.de, 

Mui ks 1 % luch do bite their hasty supper best; 

A cloud of cumbrous gnats do him molest, 

All sti’ving to "’fi^ their feeble siing«, 

That fiom ineii n* yance he no where can rest; 

But wi^h bis cIowni^h hands their tendei wings 
He btusiieih oft, and oft doth mar their murmuiings. 

If ever I should want such a fiy of little authors 
to attend me, I shall think my paper in a very de- 
cs} lug condition, Tliey are like ivy about an oak, 
wh»ch adorns the tree at the same time that it eats 
into it , or like a gieat man’s equipage, that do ho- 
no’ir to the person on whom they feed. Ear ray 
pait, when I see myself thus attacked, I do notcoii'^ 

I 3 
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sider my antagonhis as malicious, but hungiyj 
and therefore am lesolved ne\ er to take any notice 
of them. 

As for those who detract from my labouis, with- 
out being prompted to it by an empty stomach , la 
return to tlieir censures, I shall take pains to excel, 
and nei er fail to persuade myself, that their enmity 
is nothing but their en\y or ignorance. 

Give me leave to conclude, like an old man, and 
a moralist, with a fable- 

The owls, bats, and several othei biids of night, 
weieone day got together m a thick shade, \\iie*e 
they abused theii neighbours m a very sociable man- 
ner. Their sutne at last tell upon the sun, v? horn 
they all agreed to be very troublesome, impertinent, 
and inqi isjtne Upon which, the sun, who ovei- 
heard them, spoke to them after this manner. 

Gentlemen, I wonder how you dare abuse one 
tliat, you know, could in an instant scoich }ou up, 
and burn eveiy mother’s sen ot yoa but the only 
answer I shall give you, or the revenge I shall takg 
of you, is, to ‘ shine on.’* 
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From my own Apartment^ September 

The follov, ing letter has laid before me many great 
and manitest evjJs in the ucild of letters, which I 
had o^ eriooked ; bat they open to me a very busy 
-scene, and it will lequue no small care and applica- 
tion £0 amend errors which are become so universal,. 
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The affcQtatlon of politeness is exposed in this epistle 
TP-ith a great deal of wit and discernment 5 so that 
whatever discourses I may fall into hereafter upon 
the subjects the .s ritei treats of, 1 shall at present lay 
the matter before the v»orld, without the least alte* 
ration from the Mi ords of niy correspondent* 

To Isaac Bickekstaff^ Esquire. 

Sir, 

There aie some abuses among us of great con- 
sequence, the retoimation of which is pioperly your 
proMiice, though, as far as Iha^ebeen conversant 
m }ourpapei‘s, }ou have not yet consideied them. 
These are, the deplorable jgnoi^-nce that for seme 
yeais hath leigned among our Erg/isk writers ^ the 
great deprav iiy of oar taste, and the continual cor- 
ruption of our St} le. I say nothing here of those 
\iho handle particubr sciences, Dhicity, Law, Phy- 
sic, and the like; 1 mean the tradeis in hisrory, 
polities, and the Bel/ts Let*reSy together w itli tho^je 
by w horn books are not translated, but, as the com- 
mon expression's are, done out of Fiencht Latin ^ or 
other language, and made English. I cannot but 
observe to veu, that until of late years a Grubs tieet 
bouk vv as ahvaj s bound in sheep-skin, with suita- 
ble print ?nd paper, the price never above a shilling, 
and taken od w lioil> hy common tradesmen or coun- 
try pcvilars- but now they appeal in rll sizes and 
sliapes, and in all places They aic huinded about 
foil! lapfuls m every coffee-house to persons of 
qualit}' ; aie 'shewn m Webtminster-baii and the 
Court of Requests. You may see them gilt, and m 
royal paper of five or six hundred pages, and rated 
accoidingly. I would engage to furnish you with a 
catalogue of Engbhk books, published within the 
compass of seven years past, which at the first hand 
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W'rM cost yen a luihdred pounds, wherein you 
hliali i'iOt be able to find ten lines togethei of com- 
mcn giainiTiJi oi coinrnoii sense. 

'J’hcse evil'*, ignorance, and want of taste^ 
have proauced a thiAdj I mean the continual cor- 
juptica or oiir Evi^hsh tongee, which, without 
,ne t'lnelv lenicdy, will suffei more by the false 
lefiuements of enty ycnr^v past, than it hath been 
imp^o\ed m the toiegoing hundred. And this is 
what I design chiefiy to enlarge upon, leaving tlie 
foimei evils to )our annnadveision. 

** Bat, instead of gning you a li&t of the late le- 
finemeiits cieDt into our language, I heie send yon 
the copy of a letter I received, some time ago, fiom 
a most actOiiip«»sbed person in this way of writing 5 
upon v/Incb I shall make some remaiks It is la 
tiicse leinia. 

Sir, 

I Cou\l ?// get the things you sent for all aLoui 

Ton n -/ thst to ha come dow n myself, and then 

Idh Irot'um, bnt I ha nt don't, and I believe I 

can't do't, tliaf > Tom begins to gi'niself 

airs, bee use /lev going with the Pleinpos ’Tis 

said the Franck king will lamloo^l ns agen, which 
causes many speculations The Ja^ ks and others of 
t'nt Kidney are very uppiak and alert upon't, as you 

nia}^ s-*e by their JViIl HQxard,hsis got 

the Bipps, having lost to the Tune of five hmd'rd 
pound, tho he understands play very w^ell, no Body 
letter He has pronas t me upon Rep, to leave oK 
play, hut you know ’tis a weakness he's ^qior«pt to 
gwe into, tho' he has as much wit as any man, m 
Body more^ He has lain incog ev^er since—'— Tlie 
Moll's veiy quiet witli us now— —I belieie.you 
thot I lantej d you in my last, like a Covniry Pigt 
I shan't leave town this months 
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This letter is in every point an admirable pat- 
tern of the piesent polite way ot wTiting ; nor is it of 
less authonty for being an epistle. You may gather 
every flower in it, with a thousand more of equal 
sweetness, fioni the boohs, pamphlets, and single 
papers ofFei ed us every day in the coffee-houses and 
these are the beauties introduced to supply the want 
of wit, sense, humou^*, and learning, u Inch formerly 
were looked upon as qualifications for a u liter If 
a man of it, \iho died forty }ears ago, were to r.'>C 5 
from the grave on purpose, how would he be ab^c 
to read this letter^ and after he had got through 
tiiat difficulty, how*’ would he be able to understand 
it } The hist thing that strikes your eye, is the 
breaks at the end of almost every sentence ^ of w hich 
I know not the use, only that it is a refinement, 
and very frequently practised. Then you will ob- 
serve the abbieriations and elisions, by which con- 
sonants of most obdurate sound are joined together* 
without one softening vowel to Intervene 5 and all 
this only to make one syllable ot two, directly con- 
trary to the example of the Greeks and Romans, alto- 
gether of the Gothic and a natural tendency 
towards relapsing into barbarity, which delights in 
monosyllables, and uniting of mute consonants, as 
it IS observable in all the Northern language*; And 
this 13 still raoie visible in the next icnut-mcnt, 
which consists m pronouncing the first syllable in a 
word that has many, and disraissmg the lest, such 
as Phix%, IIipps, Moll, Pos&z, Rep, and many 
more, w'hen we are already overlocided with mono- 
syllables, which are the disgrace of our language. 
Thus we cram one syllable, and cut offi the re^t, as 
the ovrl fattened her mice after she had bit off their 
legs to prevent them from running aw’-ay, and if 
be the same reason for maiming our words, it 
certainly answer the end j for I am sure no other 
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i^alloD Tv ill desire to boiTow them; Seme words are 
iiithcno but fairly split, and dierefore only in their 
way to perfecl'un, as Incog, and Pienipo : but in a 
abort time, it is to be hoped, they will be farther 
docked to Inc. and Plen, This reflection has made 
me of hte years very impatient for a peace, which I 
believe would save the lives of many bi*ave words, 
as weii as men. The war has introduced abundance 
of polysyllables, which will never be able to live 
many more campaigns, Specuhtiovs, Operations, 
Preliminaries^ Aiulmsadors^ Pallisadocs, Uemmu- 
nicailoUf Chcumvaliationn Battalions : as numerous 
as they are, if they attack us too frequently in our 
coffee-houses, we shall certainly pat them to flight, 
and cut ofl'the rear. 

The third refinement obsen-*able in the letter I 
send you, consists in tlie choice of certain words in- 
vented by some pretty fellows, such as Ba7iter, Banu 
boczle, bmvtry Put, and Kidney, as it is there ap- 
plied j some oV which are now struggling for the 
vogue, and otiiers are in possession of it. I have 
done my utmost for some years past to stop the pro- 
gress of Mohh and Banter, l^ut have been plainly 
borne down by numbers, and betrayed by those who 
promised to assist me. 

In the last place, you are to take notice of cer- 
tain choice phrases scattered through the letter, some 
of tiiem tolerable eno^gh^ ufltil they were** worn to 
fags by servile Yon might easily find 

them tliough they were nqt in adifterent print, and 
therefore 1 need not disturb them. 

These are the false refinements in our style 
which you ought to correct : first, by argument and 
faif means j but, if those fail, I think - you are to 
make use of your authority as Censor, and by an 
annual Index Expur^atorius expunge all. words and 
phrases that are ofleiisive to good sense^ and con- 
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demn those barbarous mutilations of vowels and 
^llables. In this last point tlie usual pretence is, 
that they spell as they speak* A noble standard for 
language ! to depend upon the capiice of every cox- 
comb, who, because words are the cloathing of our 
thoughts, cuts them out and shapes them as he pleas- 
es, and changes them oftenei than his dress. I be- 
lieve all reasonable people would be content that 
such refiners were more sparing in their words, and 
liberal m their syllables and upon this head I should 
be glad >ou would bestow some advice upon several 
young readers in our chuiches, who, coming up 
from the university full fiaught with admiration of 
oui toum politeness, will needs correct ihe stile of 
their prayer-books. In reading the Absolution, they 
are veiy careful to say Pardons and ^4 1 ic Ives 3 and 
in the prayei for the Koyal Family, it must be endue* 
efiuihmn, piospcfum^ and hmgmn* Ihen 
in their seimcns they use all the irodcrn teiras of 
art, Shamt Banter 3 Mob, BuLUe, Cuttings 

Shafflingi and Palming} all which, and many more 
of the Lke stamp, as I have heaid them often m the 
pulpit fi om such young sophisteis, go I have read 
them in '»cnie of ' those sermons that e made most 
no’^-e of late*’ The design, it seems, is to avoid the 
d:2?d*til imputation of pedrntry, to shew us that 
tliey know the town, understand men and mwinners, 
aiid h'l’-e not been pouug upon old unfashionable 
books in the university 

“ I should be glad to see you the instrument of 
introducing into our style that sinplicltv w^hich is 
the best and tmsbt ornament of most things in life, 
w hich the poLter ages always aimed at m then build- 
ing a.id dress, Siiaplex 7nu7idUii$, as well as their 
productions of w*i: It is manifest that all new af- 
fected modes of speech, w'hetbcr bonowed from the 
couit, the town, or the theatre, are the first 
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pcrisbsng parts in any language 5 and, as I could pi ove 
by many liundied 10*5130003, have been to in our?. 
The wiitmgs ot Hooker, who was a country clergy- 
men, rod of Parsons the Jesuit, both in the reign 
of Queen Eiizaoeth, aie in a style that, witli veiy 
al!on\ arces, ould not offend any present leadei , 
and are much more clear and intelligible than those 
of Sir Hairy Wooton, Sir Robei t Xaunton, Osborn, 
D.miel the histoiian, and several otheis Tsho writ 
later, but bting men of the court, and affecting tlie 
phi ases tlien in fashion, they are often either not to 
be anderstood, or appear pcifectly ridiculous. 

What remedies are to be applied to these evils, 
I have not 100m to consider, having, I feai, already 
taken up most of youi Paper. Besides, I think it is 
our office only to represent abuses, and yours to le- 
dress tnem. I am, with great respect, bir. 

Your, &c." 


N®331.SATURDAy,SEPTEMBER 30, 1710. 


Prjfcjpus 9hifa* > 

pVID, Rem. Amor* ver. 9 r. 
Prevent the growing evil— 

R. WyK^E* 

From my own Apartment, September 29, 

There are very many ill habits that might with 
much ease have been preiented, which, after w'e 
have mdulgcid ourselves in them, become mcjrrigi- 
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ble. We have a sort of proverbial expression, of 

Taking a woman down in her wedding shoes,** if 
you would bring hei to leason. An early behaviour 
of this soit had a very remarkable good effect in a 
family, wdierein I was se% eral years an intimate ac- 
quaintance 

A gentleman in Lincolnshire had four daughters, 
three of which were early married "very happily 5 
but the foui th, though no way infeiioi to any of her 
sisters, either in person 01 accomplishments, had 
tioni her infancy discov'ered so imperious a temper, 
i.'jua^Iy called a fLgli Spiiit, that it continually made 
gleet uneasinesa in the family, became her known 
chcUicter in the neighbourhood, and deterred all 
hei ia\ Cl s fiomdecianng themselves. However, in 
pj occbs of time, a gentleman of a plentiful fortune 
and long acquaintance, haring obseired that quick- 
ncs'i of spirit to be hei only fault, made his addresses, 
auif tbtamcd her consent in due form. The law- 
}eisLnished tiie writings, in which, by the way, 
tlieic was no pin-money, and they were married. 
After a decent time spent in the father’s house, the 
bndegiooiii went to prepare his seat for her recep- 
tion. During the whole course of his courtship, 
though a man of the most equal temper, hehadaiti- 
fiL'iaily Lmiented to her, that he was tlie most pas- 
sionate cicatuie breathing. By this one Intimation, 
he at once made her understand waimth of temper 
to be what he ought to pardon in her, as well as that 
he alarmed hei against that cdhstitution in himself. 
She at the same time thought herself highly obliged 
by the composed behavioui which be maintained in 
her presence. Thus far he with gi eat success soothed 
her from being guilty of violencies, and still resolved 
to give her such a temble apprehension ot bis tttry 
spirit, that she should never dieam of giving way to 
her own. He leturned on the day appointed’ for 

roL. y, ^ 
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caiTjing lier home, but, instead of a coach and six 
horses, together with the gay equipage suitable to 
theoicasion, he appealed without a servant, mount- 
ed on the skeleton of a horse, which his huntsman 
had, the day before, bi ought in to feast his dogs on 
the HtTival of their new mistress, w ith a pillion fixed 
behind, and a case of pistols befoie him, attended 
only by a favourite hound. Thus equipped, he in 
a very obliging, but somewhat positive manner, de- 
sired his Lady to seat her'>clf on the cushion , which 
done, awav they crawled The road being obstructed 
by a gate, the dog wrs commanded to open it . the 
poor cur lo{)ked up and w'^agged his tail 5 but the 
mastei, to shew the impatience of hi*; temper, drew 
a pi'stol, and shot him dead. He had no sooner done 
it, but he fell into a thousand apologies for his un- 
happy rashne^-s, and begged as many pardons for 
bis excesses befoie one for whom he had so profound 
a respect. Soon after their ^teed stumbled, but 
w ilh «ome difficulty recovered • how ever, tlie biide- 
groom took occasion to swear, if he frightened his 
■wife so again, he would run him thiough^ And 
alas ! the pen animnU being now almost tiied, made 
a second trip, immediately on winch the caieful 
husband alights, and, wuth great ceremony, first 
takes oil' his Lady, then th^ accoutrements, draws 
his swor4 and saves the huntsman the trouble of 
killing then td his wife^ “Child, pr’ythee 
take up tl^ jsadd|e k’ w'hich she readily did, and 
tugged it^jhotoe,^ where tKey found all things in the 
greatest oraei, suitable to their fortune and the pre- 
sent orCasien Some time after, the father of the 
Lady gave an enteitainment to all his daughteis and 
their husbands , where, when the wives were retired, 
and the gentlemen passing a toast about, our last 
xnairied man took occasion to observe to the rest of 
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hib brethien, how much, to liis great satisfaction, 
he found the world mistaken as to the temper ot ins 
Lady, lar that she was the m st meek and humoie 
w un^an breatiiing, 1 he appbese \\ as received w itii 
a loud laugh . but, as a tn..l w Inch of them would 
appear the most mjstei at home, he picposed they 
should all by turns send tor their wives down to 
them A scivant w as dispatched, and answer w as 
made by one, “tell him 1 wid coiue by-and-byj 
and another, “ that she would come w hen the c*ird'» 
weie out of her haadj” and so on. But no sooner 
was hci husband’s desire w hispcred in tiie ear of our 
last married lady, but the caids were clapped on the 
table, and down she comes with, “my deal, would 
you speak with me^” He rtcenes hei m Lis aims, 
and, after lepeated caresses, tells her the experi- 
ment, confesses his good-nature, and assures her, 
that since she could now command her temper, he 
would no longer disguise liis own. 

I received uie following letter w ith a dozen of 
wine, and cannot but do justice to the liquor, and 
give ray testimony, “That lhav'e tiied it upon seve- 
ral of my acquaintance, who were given to imperti-» 
nent abbreviations, with great success.” 

“ Mr, Bicker STAFF, 

I send you by this beaiei, and not per bearer, 
a dozen of that claret which is to be sold at Garra- 
way’s coffee-house, on Thursday tlie fifth day of 
October next. I can assure you I have found by 
exj|j|enence the efficacy of it, in amfending a fault 
yoiTcomplaiti of in your ]ast. TfcS^ery first draught 
of it has some effect upon the speecH^the drinker, 
and restores all tlie letters taken away tj'’ the ehsions 
so justly complained of. Will Hazard was cured 
of bis Hypocondna by three glasses j and the gentle-^ 
K % 
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man, who gave you an account of his late indispo- 
smoQj has in pubhc company, alter the fiist quart, 
spoke every s\'liable ot the woid Plenipotentianf , 

« Yours, 


N®232- TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1710 


From my own Apaitm&nt^ Octoler 3. 

J HAVE received the follovi ing letter from my un- 
fortunate old acquimtance the Upholsterer, who, 
I obsened, had long absented himself from the 
bench at the upper end of the Mall Having not 
5eea him loi some time, I was in feai I should soon 
hear of his death, especially since he never appeared, 
though tlie noons ha\e been of late pretty waim, 
and die councils at that place very full from the hour 
of twelve to three, uLich the sages of that boaid 
employ in conference, while the unthinking part 
of mankind are eating and drinking for the suppoi t 
of then own puvate persons, without any legard to 
the public. 


I should'hl^ waited on you very frequently to 
Aave discoursed ^you upon some malteis of moment, 
but that I love to' be well mfoimed in the subject 
upon which I consult my friends, befoie J enter in- 
to debate with them. I have therefore, with the 
utmost caie and pains, applied myself to the reading 
all the writings and'^amphlets which have come oat 
since the trial, and have studied night and day m 
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Older to be master of the whole controversy: but 
tlie authois are so numerous, and the state of affaii s 
alteis so very fast, tliat lam now a fortnight behind- 
hand in my reading, and know only how things 
stood twelve days ago. I wi&h you would enter into 
those useful subjects 5 foi, if I may be allowed to 
say so, these aie no times to je^t in As for my 
own part, you know very well that I am of a public 
spiiit, and never regarded my own interest, but 
looked fmtiierj and let me tell you, that wluJe 
some people are minding only tliemselves and fami- 
lies, and others aie thinking only of their own coun- 
try, things go on strangely m the noith* 1 fucace 
veiy great evils arising from the neglect of transac- 
tions at a distance, for which reason I am now w rit- 
ingalettei to a fnend in the country, which I design 
as an answer to the Czar of IMuscovy’s letter to the 
Grand Seignior concerning his Majesty of Sweden. 

I have endeavouicd to prove, that it is not reason- 
able to cjipect that Ins Swedish Mijesty should lea\e 
Bender without forty thousand men, and I have 
added to this an apology for the Cossacks. But tl^e 
matter multiplies upon me, and I grow dim with 
much writings theieforc dcsiie, if you have an old 
gjeen pair of spectacles, such as you used about 
your fiftieth yeai, that you would send them to me; 
as also, that you wculd please to desiie Mr. Morphew 
to send me m a bushel of co ds on the credit of my 
answer to biS Czarian Majesty; for I design it shall 
be printed for Morphew> and the grows 

shaip. I shall take it kindly if yo» would order 
him also to send me the Papers as they come out. 

If there are no fresh pamphlets published, I compute 
that I shall know before the end ofi^next month 
what has been done in town to this day. If it weie 
not for an ill custom lately introduced by a certain 
author^ of talking Latin at the beginning of Papers,^ 

K 3 
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matters would be iu a much clearer light than tliey 
are* but, to our comfoit, there are solid writers 
who aie not guilt)* of tins pedantry. The Post-Man 
wiiteslike an angel. The Moderator is fine reading. 
It would do you no harm to read the Posi-Boif witli 
attention , he is \ ery deep of late He is insti*uc- 
tive , blit I confess a little satirical a sharp pen * he 
caies not what he says. The Examiner is admirable, 
and is become a gra\e and substantial author But, 
above all, I am at a loss how to govein myself in my 
Judgment of those w’hose whole wiitings consist in 
inteirogs tones* and then the way of answenng, by 
pioposing questions as hard to them, is quite as ex- 
traordinary. As for my part, I tiemble at these no- 
velties; we expose, in my opinion, our affairs too 
much by it. You may be snie tiie French King 
will splie no cost to come at the reading of them. 
I dread to think if the fable of the Blackbirds should 
fall into his hands. But I shall not ventme to say 
more until I see you, in the mean time, 

I am, &c, 

P. S I take the Bender letter in the Examiner 
to be spurious.” 

This unhappy correspondent, whose fantastical 
loyalty to the king of Sweden has reduced him to 
this low condition of reason and fortune, w^ould ap- 
pear much more monstrous in life madness, did we 
not see cTovL^yeaxY little above his ciicumstances 
fiom the saipmSause, a passion to politics. 

It is no u^jpeasant entertainment to consider the 
commeice eV^ of the sexes inten*upted by differ- 
ence in state affairs A wencli and her gallant 
parted last w'eek upon the wwds vnhmited and pas* 
hive% and there is such a jargon of terms got into the 
mouths of the very silliest of the w^omen, that yoa 
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cannot come into a loom even among them, but you 
find them divided into Whig and Toiy. What 
heightens the humour is, that all the h^^rd words 
they know, they certainly suppose to be terms use- 
ful in the disputes of the parties. I came in this 
day w here two were in very hot debate, and one of 
tliem pioposed to me to explain to them what was 
the difieience bet^»een circumcision and predestina^ 
tion. You may be suie I was at a loss, but they 
weie too angiy at each other to wait for my expla- 
nation, and proceeded to lay open the whole state 
of affairs, instead of the usual topics of dress, gal- 
lantly, and scandal. 

I fiave often wondeied bow it should be possible 
that this turn to politics should so universally prevail, 
to the exclusion of eveiy other subject out of conver- 
sation, and, upon matuie consideiatioii, find it is 
for want of discourse. Look round you among all 
the young fellows you meet, and you see those who 
have the least relish for books, company, or plea- 
sure, though they liave no manner of qualities to 
make them succeed in those pursuits, shall make ve- 
ry passable politicians Thus the most barren inven- 
tion shall find enough to say to make one appear an 
abk man in the top coffee-houses. It is but adding 
a certain vehemence in uttering yourself, let the 
thing YOU say be never so flat, and you shall be 
thojght a very sensible man, if you were not too 
hot As love and honour are the noblest motives of 
life; so the pretenders to them, without being animated 
by them, are the most contemptible of all sorts of 
pretenders. The unjust affectation of any thing that 

laudable is ignominious in proportion to tiie worth 
of the thing we aflect* thus, as love of one’s coun- 
itiy is the most glorious of aU passions, to see the 
most ordinary tools in a nation gi\e themselves airs 
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that way, without any one good quality in their own 
life, has something m it lomantic, yet not so iidi- 
culous as odious. 


Auvertisement. 

Mr. Bickei staff has leceived Sylvia’s letter 
fiom The Bath, and his sister is set out thither. 
Tom Frontley, who is otie of the guides for the 
town, is desired to biing her into company, and 
oblige her with a mention in tlie next lampoon. 


N°233. THURSDAY, OCTOBERS, 1710. 


ceria ptacu/at au<e te 
Itir pure UatQ pattrunt remare hbelU, 

HOR. I £p 1. 35, 

And, hke a charm, to th* upright mmd and pure. 

If thrice read o'er, will yield a certain cure. 

R. Wynne. 

From my own Apartment^ October 4 , 

When the mind has been perplexed with anxioua 
cares and passions, the best method of bringing it 
to its usual slate of tranquillity is, as much as we 
possibly can, to turn our thoughts to the advcrsiliea 
ot peisons of higher consideration in virtue and meiit 
than ourselves By this means all the little incidents 
of our own lives, if they are unfortunate, seem to be 
tlie eflbct of justice upon our faults and ladiscre^ 
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tions. ^Mlen those whom we know to be excellent, 
and deserving of a better fate, are wretched, we can- 
not but resign ourselves, whom most of us know to 
merit a much woise state than that we are placed m. 
Foi such, and many other occasions, there is one 
admirable relation which one might recommend for 
certain peiiods of one’s life, to touch, comfort, and 
improve the heait of man Tally says somewhere, 
the pleasures of husbandman are next to those 
of a pbilosophei ** In like manner one may say, for 
methmks they bear the samepiopoition one to ano- 
thei, the pleasuics of humanity aie next to those of 
devotion. In both these iattei satisfactions, there 
is a certain humiliation v Inch exalts the soul above 
its ordinaiy state. At tlie same time that it lessens 
our value of ourselv^es, it enlarges our estimation < f 
others. Thehistoiy I am going to speak of, is that 
of Joseph in Holy Writ, which related with such 
majesac simplicity, that all the parts of it strike us 
w itli strong touches of natme and compassion j ard 
he must be a sUangei to botli, who can read it with 
attention, and not be ovei whelmed with the vicissi- 
tudes of joy and sorrow% I hope it will not be a 
piophanation, to tell it one’s own way here, that 
tliey, w'ho may be unthinking enough to be mere 
ticquent'v leaders of such papers as tins, than ot Sa- 
cked V.'iit, may be advertised, tiiat tiie gieatest plea- 
sures the imagination can be entertained with are to 
be found there, and that even Uie style of the Scrip- 
tures is moie than human, 

Joseph, a beloved cliild of Israel, became invidi- 
ous to his eider biethren, for no other reason but lus 
supeiioi beauty and excellence ofbody and mind, in- 
t'omuch that they could not bear his grovs'ing viitue, 
and Jet him live 'Iliey therefore conspire his death j 
but nature pleaded so strongly lor him in the heait 
of one of them, that by fajs persuasion they deter- 
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mined rather lo bmy him in a pit, than be Ins im- 
mediate executioneis with then own hands When 
thus mnch was obtained for him, their minds still 
soitened towards him, and they took the opportunity 
of some prssengeis to sell him into Eg} pt. Isiaei 
was persuaded oj the aitifice of h<s sons, that the 
youtn was toin to pieces by wild beasts, but Joseph 
was sold to slaver}% and still exposed to new misfor- 
tune*!, from the same cause as befoie, his beauty 
and his viitue. By a fahe accnliation he was com- 
mitted to piison, but in process of time delivered 
fiom it, in consideiation ot his wisdom aikl know- 
ledge, and made the got ei nor of Pharaoh’s house. 
In this eh. \ anon of his fortune, h’s b. oL:ci s v. ere 
sent uito Egypt, to buy neccssanes of lite in a fa- 
mine As soon as they are biorght into his presence, 
he Lehuiuh, but he beholds with ccmpassion, the 
nivm w'ho had sold 1 im to slavery appioaching him 
with aw'e and reverence. While he was looking 
over his biethieo, he takes a resolution to indulge 
himself in the pleasuie of stunng their and his own 
affections, by keeping hinaself coxicealed, and ex- 
amining into the circumstances of tlieir family. For 
this end, with an air of seventy, as a watchful mi- 
nister to Phauoh, he accuses tliera as spies, who are 
come into Egypt with designs against the state. This 
led them into the account which he w^anted of 
them, the condition of their ancient father and little 
brother, whom they had left' behind them. When 
he had learned that his brothei was living, he de- 
mands the bringing him to Egypt, as a pi oof of their 
veracity. 

But It w'-ould be a vain and empty endeavour, to 
attempt laying this excellent repiesentation of 
passions of man in the same colours as they appear 
in the Sacred Wut, in any other manner, or almost 
any other words, than those made use ot in the pag« 
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itself. I ara obliged, therefore, to turn my designed 
narration lather into a comment upon the several pails 
of that beautiful and passionate scene When Joseph 
expects to see Benjamin, how natural and how for- 
cible IS tiie reflecUon, "This affliction is come upon 
us, m that we saw the anguish of our brother’s soul 
‘Without pity!” How moving must it be to Joseph 
to heal Reuben accuse the rest, that tliey would not 
heai what he pleaded in behalf of his innocence and 
distress ! He turns from them, and weeps , but com- 
mands his passion so far as to give orders for binding 
one of them in the pre<^ence of the rest, while he at 
ieisui'e obseivecl their different sentiments and con- 
cern in their gesture and countenance. When Ben- 
jamin IS demanded in bondage for stealing the cup. 
With what force, and what lesignation, does Jndali 
address his brother ’ 

" In vhat woids shall I speak to my lord> with 
what contidence can 1 say any thing Our guilt is 
but too apparent, we submit to our late Wc aie 
my lord’s servants, both we and he also with wfooin 
the cup is found.” Wlien tliat is not accepted, how 
pathetically does he recapitulate the whole story" ! 
And, approaching nearer to Joseph, delii ers himself 
as follows; which, if w‘e fix our thoughts upon the 
relation beUseen the pleader andthejudge^ is it im- 
possible to read without tears • 

" Sir, 

I-et me intrude so far upon you, even in the 
high condition m which you are, and the miserable 
one in which you see me and my brethren, to in- 
form you of the ciicumstances of us unhappy men 
that prostrate ourselves before you. When we were 
first examined by you, you inquired-^for what lea- 
Bon my lord inquired we know not — but you in- 
q^uired^ whether wc bad not a father or a brother^ 
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We then acquainted you, that\^e had a failiei, an 
old man, who had a cliild of his old age, and had 
bulled another son, whom he had by the same wo- 
man. You w ere pleased to command us to bring 
the clrld he had remaining down to you . w e did so'^ 
and he has forfeited his libeity. Bu*. m^ father 
buid to us. You know that my wdfe bare me two 
sons, one of them was toin m pieces, if mischief 
befai this also, it wall bring my grey bans wnth soi- 
row to the gia\e. Accept, therefore, oh my Lord I 
me for your bendman, and let the lad leturn with 
his brethien, that I may not see the e\il that shall 
come on my father Here Joseph’s passion grew 
too great for furthei disguise, and lie le veals himself 
with exclamations of transport and tenderness. 

After ti'cii ieco\eiy from their first astonishment, 
his brethren weie seized w^ith fear foi the injuiies 
they had done ham, but how gtneiously does he 
keep them in countenance, and make an apology for 
them! not angiy with ycuistl\es lor selling 
me hitbei , call it not so, but thuik tiov*dence sent 
me before you to preserve life 

It w^ould be endless to go through all the beauties 
of tills sacred naiiativc, but anyone who shall icad 
it, at an hour when he is disengaged fiom all other 
regards oi interests than what aiise fiom it, w ill feel 
the alternate passion of a father, a brother, and a son, 
so waim hi him, that tliey will incline him to e\eit 
hmjaelf in such of those chaiacters as hdp])eii to be 
his, much above the ordinary course of his hie. 
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N°^234. SATUEDAY, OCTOBER 7, 17i0. 


From my own Apartment, Ottoler 6* 

I H4VE reason to believe^ that ceitain of my con- 
tempoianes have made use of an art 1 some tune 
ago professed, of being often designedly dull , and 
foi that reason shall not exert myself wnen I see 
them lazy. He that has so much to struggle with, 
as the man who pretends to censaie others, must 
keep up his fire for an onset, and may be allo\rci 
to cany his arms a littl«> carelessly upon an oidinaiy 
march. This Paper therefore shall be taken up by 
my coi respondents, two ot which have sent me the 
two following plain, but sensible and honest letters, 
upon subjects no less important than those of Edu- 
cation and Devotion. 

Sir, 

I am an old man retired from all acquaintance 
With the town, but what I have fiom your Papers, 
not the worst entertainment of my solitude , yet 
being still a well-wishei to my country, and the 
rommonwealth of learning fa qua confiteOT nullam 
retails mete partem alkorrutssej, and hoping the 
plain phrase in writing that was current in my 
younger days would have lasted tor my timei I waa 
startled at the picture of modern politeness, trans- 
mitted by your ingenious correspondent, and grieved 
to see our sterling English language fallen into the 
hands of Clippeis and Coiners That mutilated 
epistle, consisting of Hippo, Refs, and such like 
enormous curtailings, was a mortifying spectacle. 
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but with the reserve of comfort to find this and 
other abuses of our mother tongue so pathetically 
complained of, and to the proper peison for re- 
dressing them, the Censor of Great-Bntain. 

He had before represented the deplorable igno- 
rance that for several years past has reigned amongst 
our English writers, the great depiavity of our 
taste, and continual corruption of our stj'Ie. But, 
Sir, before you give yourself the trouble of pre- 
scribing remedies for these distempers, which you 
own will requiie the greatest care and application, 
give me leave, having long had my eye upon these 
imschiels, and thoughts exercised about them, to 
mention what I humbly conceive to be the cause of 
them, and in your friend Hoi ace’s words, Quo fonie 
derivata dades in p&tnam populujnqvejiuxii, 

I take our corrupt ways of wilting to proceed 
from the mistakes and wrong measures in our com- 
mon methods of Education, which J always looked 
upon as one of oui national grie\ances, and a singu- 
larity that renders us, no less tliaii our situation, 

PcrJtus ioto divtm orbs Britannos, 

VI RG. I Ed. 67. 

A race of men from all the woild disjoin'd. 

Dryjjew. 

'' This puts me upon consulting the most cele- 
brated critics on that subject, to compare our prac- 
tice with their piecepts, and find where it was that 
we came short, or went 'r ide. 

" But after all, I found our case required some- 
thing more than these doctors had directed> and the 
principal defect of our English discipline to he m 
the initiatory part, which, although it needs the 
greatest care and skill, is usually left to the conduct 
of those blind guides, vi%, Chaheeand Ignorance* 
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I shall trouble you with but a single instance, 
pursuant to what your sagacious friend has said, 
that he could fuinish you wuth a catalogue of 
English books, which would cost you an hundred 
pounds at first hand, wherein you could not find 
ten lines together of common grammar 5 which is a 
necessarv consequence of our mismanagement in 
that province. 

Foi can any thing be more absurd than our 
way of proceeding m this part ofliteratuie ? to push 
tender wits into the intricate mazes of grammar, 
and a Latin grammar ^ to learn an unknown art by 
an unknown tongue > to carry them a dark round- 
about way to let them in at a back-door ? Whereas 
by teaching them first the grammar of their mother- 
tongue so easy to be learned, their advance to the 
grammars of Latin and Grceh would be gradual and 
easy 5 but our precipitate way of hurrying them 
over such a gulph, before we have built them a 
bridge to it, is a shock to their weak understandings, 
which they seldom, or very late, recover. In the 
mean time we wrong nature, and slander infants, 
who want neither capacity nor will to learn, until 
we put them upon service beyond their strength 5 
and then indeed we balk them. 

The liberal arts and sciences are all beautiful as 
the Graces 5 nor has Grammar, the severe mother 
of all, so frightful a face of her own , it is the 
vizard put upon it that scares children. She is 
made to speak hard words, that to them sound like 
conjuring. Let her talk mteUigibly, and they wiU 
listen to her. 

In this, I think, as on other accounts, we show 
ourselves true Britons, always ovei looking our na- 
tural advantages It has been the practice of the 
wisest nations to learn tlieir own language by stated 
rules, to avoid the confusion that would fdlow 

L % 
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from leaving it to \T2lgar use. Our English tongue, 
says a learned man, is the most determinate in its 
construction, and reducible to the fewest rules 5 
whatever language has less giammarin it, is not in- 
telligible , and whatever has inoie, all that it has 
moie is superfluous; for which icasons he would 
have it made the foundation of leaining Latin, and 
all other languages 

" To speak and write w ithout absurdity the lan- 
guage of one’s countiy IS commendable in pcisons 
of all stations, and to some indispensably necessary : 
^nd to this puipose I wmuld recommend, above all 
things, the having a grammar of oui mother- tongue 
hist taught m out schools, which would facilitate 
our youths leaining tlieir Latin and Greek giam- 
mais, with spare time foi arithmetic, astronomy, 
cosmography, histoiy, &c. that would make them 
pass the spring of tliear life with profit and pleasure, 
that is now miserably spent m grammatical per- 
plexities 

*^But I see the reader smile, 

and ready to asfc fwe, as the lawyer did sexton 
Diego on his bequeathing rich legacies to* the poor 
of the parish, where aie these mighty sums to be 
raised ^ Where is theie such a grammar to be^had ? 
I will not answer as he did, ' Even where your 
Worship pleases.* No, it is our good fortune to 
have such a grammar, with notes, now in the press, 
and to be published next term 

"I hear It is a chaigcable work, and wi.di the 
pubUsher to have oistomers of all that have need of 
such a book ; yet fancy that he cannot be much a 
sufferer, if it is only bought by all that have more 
need for it than they think tliey have. 

** A certain author brought a poem to Mr. Cowdey, 
for his perusal and judgment of the perfoin>ance. 



234- TATLER* iiS 

which he demanded at the next visit with a 
poetaster’s assurance j and Itir. Cowley, with h:s 
usual modesty, desired that he would be pleased to 
look a little to the grammar of it ‘To the gram- 
mar of it ^ what do you mean, Sir, would you 

send me to school again ‘ Why, Mr. H , 

would it do you any harm 

This put me on considering how this voyage 
of literature may be made with more safety and 
profit, expedition and delight 5 and at last, for 
com pleating so good a service, to request you. di- 
icctions m so deplorable a case • hoping th?t, as 
you have had compassion on our overgiown cox- 
combs 111 concerns of less consequence, you will 
exert your chanty towards innocents, and vouch- 
safe to be guardian to the children and youtli of 
Great-Britain in tins important aftair of education, 
wherein mistakes and wrong measures have so often 
occasioned their aversion to books, that had other- 
wise proved the chief oruaraent and pleasure of their 
Ufe. I am, wdlii sinterest respect. Sir, 

Yours, &c.*’ 

Mr. Bicker'taff, Oa j. 

“ I observe, as the season begih^ t^%^ow cold, 
so does people’s devotion 5 insonmcB," that instead 
of filling the churches, that united zeal might keep 
one waira there, one is left to freeze 111 almost bare 
walls by those who in hot weather aie tioublesome 
the contiary way. This, Sir, needs a regulation 
thnt none but you can give to it^ by causing those 
w^ho absent themselves on account of weather only 
this wdnter-time, to pay the apothecaries bills occa- 
sioned by coughs, catarrhs, and other distempers, 
contracted by sating m empty seats. Therefore, to 
you I apply my sell for rediess, having gotten such a 
I* 3 
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cold on Sui day was sevennight, that has brought me 
almost to your Worship's age from sixty^ within less 
than a fortnight. I am. 

Your, Worship’s in all obedience, 

W. E.’* 


N*235, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1710. 


Sai Genius f naiaU comes qut temptrat astrum, 

HOR. % Ep. u. 187. 

Bat whence these turns of inclination rose, 

The Genms this, the God of Nature, knows : 

That roys’ic Power, which our actions guides, 

Attends oui star, and o*er our lives pi esides. 

FXANCISr 

*# 

From wy own Apartment, Octoler 9 . 

Among inclinations which are common to all 
men, there i§ none 'moie unaccountable than that 
nneqml love by which parents distinguish their 
children from each other. Sometimes vanity and 
self-love appear to have a share towards this effect 5 
and in other instances I have been apt to attribute it 
to mete instinct* but, however that is, we fre- 
quently see the child, that has been beholden to 
neither of tiiese impulses in his parents, in spite of 
bein^ neglected, snubbed, and thwarted at home, 
acquiie a behaviour which makes him as agieeable 
to all the rest of the woild, as that pf eveiy one 
else of their family is to each other. 1 fell into this 
way of thinking fiom an intimacy which I have 
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tvith a vety good house in ouf naghbonrhood, where 
there are three daughters of a very diiferent cha- 
racter and genius. The eldest has a great deal of 
wit and cunning 5 the second has good sense, but 
no artifice , the third has much vivacity, but little 
understanding The first is a fine, but scornful 
woman ; the second is not charming, but very- 
winning I the third is no way commendable, but 
very desirable. The father of these young crea- 
tures was ei’^er a great pretender to wit, the mother 
a woman of as much coquetry. This tarn in the 
parents has biassed their aifections towards their 
children. The old man supposes the eldest ot bis 
own genius 5 and the mother looks upon the 
youngest as herself renewed. By ihis means, all 
^e lovers that approach the house aie discarded by 
the lather, for not observing Mrs, Mary’s wit and 
beauty , and by the mother, for being blind to the 
mien and air of Mrs Biddy, Come never so many 
pretendeis, they are not suspected to have the least 
thought of 3 frs, Betty, tlie middle daughter. Betty, 
therefore, is mortified into a woman of a great deal 
of merit, and knows she must depend on that only 
for her advancement. The middlemost is thus the 
favourite of all her acquaintance, as well as mine j 
■while the other two carry a certain insolence about 
them in all conversations, and expect the partiahty 
which they meet with at home to attend them where- 
ever they appear. So little do parents understand 
that they are, of all people, the least judges of their 
children’s merit, thdt what they reckon such is sel- 
dom any thing dse but a repetition of their own 
faults and infiimities. 

There is, methinks, some excuse of being parti- 
cular, when one of the olFspnng has any defect in 
nature/ In this case, the child, if w^e may so 
speak, is so much the longer the diUd of its parents. 
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; for the continuance of their care and indui- 


'froiji the slowness of its capacity, or the 


fitaflirfalls : 

fafcT frc _ _ 

weakness of its body. But there is no endmmg to 
see men enamoured only at the sight ^of their own 
impertinences repeated, and to observe, as we may 
sometimes, that they have a secret dislike of their 
children for a degeneracy from their veiy ci lines. 
Commend me to Lady Goodly , she is equal to all 
her own children, but prefers them to those of all 
the world beside My lady is a perfect hen in the 
care of her brood 5 she fights and squabbles with all 
that appear wheie they come, but is wholly un- 
biassed m dispensing her favouis among them. It is 
no small pains she is at to defame all tlie young^ 
women m her neighbouihood, by visits, whispers, 
intimations, and heaisays , all which she ends with 
thanking Heaven, tliat no one living is so blessed 
With such obedient and well-inclined children as 
heiself Peihaps,” says she, Betty cannot dance 
like Mrs Frontinet, and it is no great matter whe- 
ther she does or not , but she comes into a room 
•with a good grace 5 though she says it that should 
not, she looks like a geiitlew’-oman. Then, if ill? 5, 
Rebecca is not so talkative ^ the mighty wit Mis, 
Copper, yet she is discreet, she knows better what 
she says when she does speck. If her wit be slow, 
her tongue never runs befoie it.’* This kind parent 
lifts up her eyes and hands in congratulation of her 
o\^ n good fortune, and is maliciously tliankful that 
none of hergiils are like any of herneighbours : 
but this preference of her owm to all others is 
gjounded upon an impulse of nature , while those, 
who like one befoie another of their own, are so un- 
pardonahly unjust, that it could haidly be equalled 
3U the children, though lliey piefeiiedall the lest 
of tlie world to such paients. It is no unpleasant 
entertainment to see a ball at a dancing-school, and 
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observe the joy of relations when the young ones, 
for whom they are concerned, are in motion You 
need not be told whom the dancers belong to. At 
their first apjiearance, the passions of their parents 
are in their faces, and there is always a nod of ap- 
probation stolen at a good step, or a graceful turn. 

I remember, among all my acquaintance, but 
one man whom I have thought to live with his 
children with equanimity and a good grace. He 
bad three sons and one daughter, whom he bred 
with all the care imaginable m a liberal and Inge- 
nuous way. 1 have often heard him say, “ he had 
tlie weakness to love one much better than the 
other, but that he took as much pains to correct 
that as any other ciiminal passion that could arise m 
his mind.’* His method was, to make it the only 
pretension in his children to his favour, to be kind 
•to each other f and he would tell them, that he 
who was the best brother, he would reckon the 
best son.” This turned their thoughts into an emu- 
lation for the supeiiority in kind and tender af- 
fection towards each other. The boys behaved 
tliemselves very early with a manly friendship ; 
and their sister, instead of the gross famihanue', 
and impertinent freedoms in behaviour, usual in 
other houses, was always treated by them with as 
much complaisance as any other young lady of their 
acquaintance. It was an unspeakable pleasure to 
visit, or sit at a meal, in that family. I have often 
seen the old man’s heart flow at his eyes with joy, 
upon occasions which would appear indifferent to 
such as weie strangeisto the turn of his mind 5 but 
a very slight accident, wherein he saw his children’s 
good- will to one another, created in him the god- 
like pleasure of loving them because they loved each 
other. This great command of himself, in hiding 
}ws first unpu5p to partiality, at las^t improved to a 
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Steady justice towaids them , and that, winch at 
first was but an expedient to correct his weakness^ 
was afterwards the measure of his virtue. 

The truth of it is, those parents who are in- 
terested m the care of one child more than that of 
another, no longer deserve the name of parents, 
but are, in efiect, as childish as their children, in 
having such unreasonable and ungoverned incli- 
nations. A father of this sort has degraded himself 
into one of his own oiFspnng j for none but a child 
would take part in die passions of children. 


N»236. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1710. 


J^escto ^tta natch idwn dulcedme mentm 
T’angi/f et tmmmarem nm stmt esse suu 

OVID. Ep. ex Pont. I, iti. 

A naraeleos fondness for oar native citme 
Tnumphs o'er change, and alUdevouring time, 

Oar next regards our friends and kindred claim ; 

And eveiy bosom feels tbesympaclietic tlame 

R WrsKi. 

From my own Apartment, October ii. 

I FIND m the registers of my family, that the 
branch of the Bickerstaffs, from which 1 am de- 
etjended, came originally out of Ireland. This has 
given me a kind of natural affection for that coun- 
tiy. It is therefore with pleasure that I see not 
only some of the greatest warriois, but also of the 
greatest wits, to be natves of that kingdom. The 
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gentleman who writes the following letter is one of 
these last. The matter of fact contained in it is li- 
terally true, though the diverting manner in which 
it is told may give it the colour of a fable. 

'' To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, at his House 
in Great-Britain. 

Sir, Dullin* 

Finding by several passages in your Tatlers, 
that you are a person, curious in natural knowledge, 
I thought it would not be unacceptable to you to 
give you the following history of the migration of 
Irogs into this countiy. There is an antient tra- 
dition among the wild philosophers of this Liagdoin, 
that the whole island was once as much infested by 
frogs, as that, wherein "Whittington made his foi- 
tune, was by mice. Insomuch that it is said, Mac- 
donald the Fust could no more sleep, by reason of 
these Dutch nightingales, as they are called at 
Pans, than Phaiaoh could when they croaked in his 
bed-chamber. It was in the reign of this great 
monarch, that St Patrick amved in Ireland, being 
as famous for destroying vermin as any rat-catcher 
of our times. If we may believe the tradition, be 
killed more m one day than a flock of storks could 
have done m a twelvemonth Fiom that t'me for 
about five hundred years, there was not a frog to be 
heal d in Ireland, notwithstanding the bogs s^^ll re- 
mained, which in foimer ages had been so plenti- 
fully stocked with those inhabitants. 

, When the arts began to flourish in the reign of 
King Charles 11. and that great monaichhad placed 
himself at the head of the Royal Society, to lead them 
forward into the discoveries of Nature, it is eid, 
that several proposals were laid before his majesty, 
for the impoiting of frogs into Ireland. In order to 
it, a virtuoso of known abilities was unanimor^ljr 
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jdetted tlie Society, and intrusted with the whole 
management of that adair. For this end, he took 
along with him a sound able-bodied frog, of a strong 
hale constitution, that had given pi oofs of his vigouf 
by several leaps that he made before that learned 
body. They took ship, and sailed together until 
they came vntliin sight of tlie hill of Hoath, before 
the frog discovered any symptoms of being indis- 
posed by his voyage’ but as the wind chopped 
about, and began to blow from the lush coast, he 
grew sea-sick, or rather land-sick , for his learned 
companion ascribed it to the particles of the soil 
With which the wind was impregnated. He was 
confirmed m his conjecture, when, up 6 n the wind’s 
tinning about, his fellow-traveller sensibly reco- 
vered, and continued m good health until his ar- 
lival upon the shore, where he suddenly relapsed, 
and expired upon a Rmg’s-End car in his way to 
Dublin The same experimentawas repeated se- 
veral times 111 tiiat leign, but to no purpose. A 
frog was never known to take three leaps upon 
lush turf, before he sUetched himself out and 
died. 

Whether it were that the philosophers on this 
side the water despaired of stocking the island with 
this useful animal, or whether, m the following 
reign, it was not thought proper to undo the miracle 
of a popish saint 5 I do not hear of any further pro- 
gress made m this alfair until about two years after 
the battle of the Boyne 

' It was then that an ingenious physician, to the 
honour as well as improvement of his native coun- 
tiy, performed w^hat the English had been so long 
attempting in vain. This learned man, with the 
hazard ot his life, made a voyage to Liverpool, 
where he filled several barrels with the choicest 
spawn of flogs that could be found in those parts. 
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This cargo he brought over veiy carefully, and af- 
terwards disposed of it in several warm beds, that^ 
he thought most capable of bringing it to life. The 
doctor was a very ingenious physician, and a very 
good protestant 5 for which reason, to show his zeal 
against popery, he placed some of the most pro- 
mising spawn in the very fountain that is dedicated 
to the saint, and known by the name of St Patrick's 
well, where these animals had the impudence to 
make their first appearance. They have, since tiiat 
time, very much increased and multiplied la ail the 
neighbourhood of this city. We ha\e heie some 
cuiious inquirers into natural histoiy, who obseive 
their motions wdth a design to compute m how many 
years they will be able to hop from Dublin to Wex- 
ford; though, as I am informed, not one of them 
has yet passed the mountains of Wicklow 

** I am further informed, that sevenal grazieis of 
the county of Cork have entered mto a project of 
planting a colony in those parts, at the instance of 
the French piotestants , and I know not bat the 
same design may be on foot m other pai ts of the 
kingdom, if the wisdom of the Biitish nation do not 
think fit to prohibit the further importation of 
English frogs. I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

T. B.” 

There is no study more becoming a rational crea- 
ture than that of Natural Philosophy; but, as se- 
veral of our modern virtuosi manageit, their specu- 
lations do not so much lend to open and enlaige the 
mind, as to contract and fix it upon trifles. 

This in England is in a great measure ov ing tc 
the worthy elections tliat are so frequently made ic 
our Royal Society. They seem to be in a confede- 
lacy against men of polite genius^ noble though! 

VOL, y, H 



122 TATLER. 

and diiiasive learning; and chnseinto their assem- 
djlies such as hare no pietence to wisdom, but want 
of wit 5 or to natural knowledge, but iporanceof 
every thing else. 1 have made observatbns m this 
matter so long, that when I meet with a young fel- 
low that is an humble admirer of these sciences, but 
more dull than the rest of the company, I condade 
him to be a Fellow of the Royal Society. 


K«237. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1710. 


1h mv^tftrt amnmi mutatas dicae firmai 

OVID. Met 1. 1 . 

Of boilies changM to various forms I sing. 

DxYDSlt 

my own Apartment, Ocloler 15. 
Coming home last night before my usual hour, I 
took a book into my hand, in order to divert myself 
with it until bed-time, hliiton chanced to be my 
author, whose aclmiiable poem of Paradise Lost" 
serves at once to fill the mind with pleasing ideas^ 
and witligood thoughts, and was therefoie the most 
proper book for my purpose. I was amusing my- 
sell with tliat beautifiil passage in which the Poet 
repraents Eve sleeping by Adam’s side, with the 
devil Sitting at her ear, and inspiring evil thoughts, 
under the shape of a toad. Ithuriel, one of the 
angels of the place, walWng his nightly 
|©unds, saw the great enemy of mankind hid in 
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tMs loatlisome animal, which he touched witli hi^ 
spear. This spear being of a celestial temper, had 
such a secret virtue in it, that whatever it was ap- 
plied to, immediately dung off all <Usgui3e, and 
appeared in its natural figure. I am afraid the 
reader will not pardon me, if I content myself with 
explaining tlie passage in prose, without giving it la 
the author’s own inimitable words : 

- On he led his radiant files, 

Zhzsltng t.ie morn. These to the bower direct, 

Zn seal ch of whom they sought. Him there they found. 
Squat like a toatl, close at the ear of Eve $ 

Essaying by his devilish art to reach 

The organs of her fancy, and witih them forge 

Illusions as he list. Phantasms and Dreams ; 

Or if, inspiring venom, he might taint 
The animal spirits (that from pure blood arise 
Like gentle breaths from rivers pore), tlience raise 
At least disterapei*d, discontented thoughd. 

Yam hopes, vain aims, inordinatedesires. 

Blown op with high conceits, lugendrtog pride* 

Him, thus intent, Ithunel with hts spear 
Touch’d lightly $ for no falsehood can endure 
Touch of celestial temper, bat returns 
Of foi ce to his own likeness. Up he starts 
Discover’d and surpriz’d. As when a spark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 
Fit for the tun, some magazine to store 
Against a rumour’d war, the smutty grain. 

With sadden blaze diffus’d, inflames the air $ 

So started up in his own shape the fiend. 

I could not forbear thinking how happy a man 
would be in the possession of this ^ar j or what 
an advantage it would be to a minister of state 
were he master of such a white staff. ^ It would 
help him to discover his friends from his enemiei?, 
men of abilities from pretenders ; it would hinder 
him from being imposed upon by appearances and 
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profes-sions 5 and might be made use of as a kind of 
state-test^ which no aitifice could elude. 

These thoughts made very lively impressions on 
my imagination, which w^ere improved, instead of 
being defaced, by sleep, and produced in me the 
following dieam * I w'as no sooner fallen asleep, but 
mediought the angel Ithuriel appeared to me, and, 
with a smile that stiE added to his celestial beauty, 
made me a present of the spear which he held in 
his hand 5 and disappeared. To make tiials of it, I 
went into a place oi public resort. 

The first person that passed by me, waa a lady 
that had a particular shyness in the cast of her eye, 
and a moie than ordinary reseivedness in all the 
parts of hei bchavioiu. She seemed to look upon 
man as an obscene creature, with a certain scorn 
and fear of him. In the herght of her airs I 
touched her gently with my wand, when, to my 
unspeakable suiprize, she fell in such a manner as 
made roe blush in my sleep. As I was hasting 
away from tliis undisguised prude, I saw a lady in 
earnest discourse with another, and ovei heard her 
say, with some vehemence, Never tdl me of him, 
for I am resolved to die a virgin !’* I had a curiosity 
to try her 5 but, as soon as I laid my wand upon her 
head, she immediately fell m labour. My eyes were 
diverted front her by a man and his wife, who 
walked neai me hand in hand after a very loving 
manner. I gave each of them a gentle tap, and the 
next instant saw the woman in breeches, and the 
man with a fan in his hand. It would be tedious 
to describe tlielong series of metamorphoses ihar I 
entet tamed myself with in my night’s adventure, of 
Whigs disguised in Tories, and Tories in Whigs 5 
men in led coats, that denounced terror in Uieir 
countenances, tiembling at the touch of my spear | 
others in black, with peace in their mouths, but 
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swords in their Bands, I could tell stories of noble- 
men changed into usurers, and magistrates into 
beadles j of Bree-thjnkers into penitents, and re- 
formers into whoie-mastcrs. I must not, however, 
omit the mention of a grave citizen who passed by 
me with an huge clasped Bible under his arm, and 
& band of a most immoderate breadth j but, upon a 
touch on the shoulder, he let drop bis book, and 
fell a-picking my pocket. 

In the geaeri I observed, that those who ap- 
peared good, often disappointed my expectations j 
but that, on the contrary, those who appeared \ ery 
bad, still grew worse upon the experiment 5 as the 
toad in Milton, which one would have thought the 
most deformed part of the cieatxon, at Ithunel’s 
stroke became more deformed, and started up into 
a devil. 

Among all the persons that I touched, thei^e was 
but one who stood the test of my wand , and, after 
many lepetitions ot the stroke, stack to his form, 
and remained steady and fixed in his fiist appear- 
ance. TJus was a young man, who boasted of foul 
distempers, wild debauches, insults upon holy men, 
and afironts to religion. 

My heart was extremely troubled at this vision. 
The contemplation of the whole species, so intirely 
sank ID corruption, filled my mind witli a melan- 
choly that is inexpressible, and my discoveries still 
added to my alBiction. 

In the midst of these sorrows which I bad in my 
heart, methought there passed by me couple of 
coaches with purple liveries. There sat in each of 
them’ a person with a very venerable aspect. At 
tliG app**arance of them the people, who were ga- 
thered lound me in great multitudes, divided into 
paities, as they were disposed to favour eidier of 
taOJ»e leverend pemons. The enemies of one of 
M s 
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them begged me to touch him with 1117 wand, and 
assured me I should see his lawn converted into a 
cloke. The opposite party told me with as much 
assurance, ^at if I laid my wand upon the other, I 
should see his garments embroidered with flower-de- 
luces, and his head covered with a cardinal’s hat- 
I made the experiment, and, to my great joy, saw 
them both without any change, distributing their 
blessings to the people, and praying for those who 
had reviled them. Is it possible, thought I, that 
good men, who are so few in number, should be 
divided among themselves, and give better quarter 
to the \idous that are m their party, than the most 
strictly virtuous who are out of it ? Are the ties of 
faction above those of religion > — I was going on ia 
my soliloquies, but some sudden accident awakened 
me, when I found my hand grasped, but my spear 
gone. The reflection on so very odd a dream made 
me figure to myself, what a strange face the world 
would beat, should all mankind appear m their 
pioper shapes and characters, without hypocrisy 
and disguise? I am afraid the earth we live upon 
would appear to other intellectual beings no better 
than a planet peopled with monsters. This should, 
methinks, inspire us with an honest ambition of 
recommending ourselves to those invisible spies, 
and of being what we would appear. There was 
one circumstance in my. foregoing dream, which 
I at fim intended to conce^ j but, upon second 
thoughts, I cannot look, upon myself as a candid 
and impartial historian, if I do not acquaint my 
reader, that upon taking Ithuricls spear into my 
hand, though I was before an old decrepit fellow, 
I appeared a veiy handsome, jolly, black man- 
But 1 know my enemies will say this is praising my 
own beauty, for which reason 1 will speak no moror 
of it. 
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N®238. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1710. 


■ Poefiea sutgtf 

Teaipesfas Jl'V. Sat XII. a;. 

Thus dreadful rises the poet'c storm» R. W \ n s £. 

From my own Apartment ^ Octoler 

Storms at sea are so frequently described by the 
antient poets, and copied by the moderns, th.it 
whenever I find the winds begin to rise m a new 
heroic poem, I generally skip a leaf or two until I 
come into fair weather. Virgifs tempest is a 
master-piece in this kmd, and is indeed so naturallv 
drawn, that one w^ho has made a \0}age can scarce 
read it without being sea-sick JLand-showeis aie 
no less frequent among the poets than the former, 
but I remember none of them which have not fallen 
in the country 5 foi which reason they aie generally 
filled witii the lowings of oxen, and the bleating^ 
of sheep,, and very often embellished with a 
rainbow. 

Viigil’s land-shower is likewise the best in its 
kind. It is indeed a shower of consequence, and 
contributes to the main design of the poem, by 
cutting off a tedious ceremonial, and bringing mat- 
ters to a speedy conclusion between two potentates 
of different sexes. My ingenious kinsman. Mi. 
Humphry Wagstaff, who treats of evexy subject 
aiter a manner that no other author has done, and 
better than any other can da> has sent me the de- 



128 TATLE]R. N** 1238* 

scr.ptlo’i of a citj-shower. I do not question but 
the leader leuiembers ray cousin’s descnption of the 
momno as it breaks in tov^n, \ Inch is piinted in 
the n'nth Tatlcr^ and is anoLucr exquisite piece of 
this local poetry. 

Careful ob'’ervexs miy forttel the hour 
^Ey siKe pmgno'nc*!) when to di eat! a Shower; 

While r?m depem’s, the pen«ive cat gives o*er 
Her frolics, and pursues het tad no more. 

3letu*'nmg home at night) you ’ll find the 
Strike your offended sense tivith double stink. 

If you be wi«!e, then go not far to dme, 

Yod M spend m coach-hire more than save in wise. 

A coming Shower v 'ur shooting corns presage. 

Old ach^s will thiob, your hollow tooth will rage. 

Sann'e.ing in c ^’^ee-hnase is Dolman seen; 

He d.»*rps Lie cin» 'te, and comp! ««s of spleen. 

Mem while thw South, using with dabbled wings, 

A ^iab^e cloud atnwart the welkin fiing*:. 

That ‘iwill’d more liquor >han it could contain^ 

And, like a dr iiikard, gives it tip again. 

Brisk Su<i*in t^bips her linen from the rope, 

Wiule the first di irzhiig Shower is borne aslope t 
Such IS th,«t sprinkling which some careless queaa 
F Mtc nn yottftom her mop, but not so clean. 

You fiy, invoke the gods $ then, turning, stop 
1 0 rail ; singing, still whirls on her mop. 

Kot yet the dust had shunn'd tfi* unequal strife. 

But, aided hy the wind, fought still for life; 

And, wafted with its fofi by violent gust, 

'Twas doubtful which wa^ ram, and wlucb was disst* 

Ah * wfiere must needy Poet se$k for aid, 

WJien dost and rmn at once his coa*' invade > 

His only coat, wheie dusr^ confus'd wrh rain 
Rougtien the nap, and leafq^a mingled stam # 

Now in contiguous drops the fiooLl comes down. 
Threatening with dc*uge this devoted town. 

To shops in crow-ds the daggled females fly, 

Pic^end to clieapen goods, but nothing buy. 

The Templar spi ace, while every spool's abroaeba 
Stays liU *ti5 fair, yet seems Co call a coaclu 
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The tnck’d-up sempstress walks with hasty strides^ 
While streams run down her mV d umbrella % sides. 

Here various kinds, by various foitunes led. 

Commence acquaintance underneath a shed. 

Triumphant Tories- and despondinq Whigs 
Forget iheir feud<;, and join to save their wigs. 

Box'd m a chair, the beui impatient sits, 

Wh ie spouts run clattering o’er the roof by fits $ 

And ever and-^non with fi ghtful dm 
The leadier sounds, he trembles from within. 

So ^vhen Troy-cha*nnen b>re the wooden steed, 
Fr»-gnant witn Greeks impatient to be freed 
(Those bully Greek's, w'tiu, as the moderns do» 

Instead of pay.ng chairmen, run them through), 
Lmcoon struck the outside with his «pear. 

Ami each imprison'd hero quak'd for fear. 

N 'W fiom all puts the s»<*e^hng kennels fiow. 

And he r their trophies with tliem as they gos 
Fi.ih of dl hues and odonnseem to teU 
What street they sail'd from, by their sight and smelt, 
TbOv, as each rmreiit drives, with rapid force, 

From Sm.'hfishl or S' * Pule’ ire’s shape <heir coarse, 

And in ' ge c ’*fluent join'd at S no w-biU ridge, 

Fall from c e co dnit, prone to Holbom-bndge. 
Sweepings trom butcueis stalk, dung, guts, and blood, 
Drown'd puppies, stinking sprats, alldiench'd in mud. 
Dead cats and turiup'*tops cometombUng down the fiood. 
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N®239. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1710. 


Meetm certSsssferetur * OVID. Met. xiiL ao. 

Shall be contend wiUi me to get a name ? 

R. Wywjce. 

From my own Apartment, Octoler l8. 

It is ridiculous for any man to criticise on tihe 
works of another^ who has not distinguished him^ 
self by his own peiformances. A judge would 
make but an indifferent figure who had never been 
known at the ban Cicero was reputed the greatest 
orator of his age and country, before he wrote a 
book ** De Oratore/* and Horace the greatest poet, 
before he published his Art of Poetry.** This 
observation arises naturally in any one who casts his 
eye upon this last-mentioned authpr, where he will 
find the criticisms placed in the latter end of his 
book, that is, after the finest odes and satiies in the 
Latin tongue. 

A modern, whose name I ahall not mention, be* 
cause I would not makeesMJy Paper sell, was bom 
a Cdtzc and an Examiner, and, like one of the race 
of the serpent’s teeth, came into the world with a 
sword in his hand. His works put me in mind of 
the story that is told of the German monk, who 
was taking a catabgue of a friends library, and, 
meeting with a Hebiew book in it, entered it under 
the tide of, A book that has the beginning wheie 
the end should be.*^ This author, in the last of his 
crudities, has amassed together a heap of (juotations. 
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to prove that Horace and Virgil were both of them 
modester men than myself j and if his works were 
to live as long as mine^ they might possibly give 
posterity a notion, that Isaac Bickerstaff was a very 
conceited old fellow, and as vain a man as either 
Tally or Sir Francis Bacon. Had this serious wnter 
fallen upon me only, I could have overlooked it $ 
but to see Cicero abused is, I must confess, what I 
cannot bear. The censure he passes upon this great 
man runs thus : The itch of being very abusive is 
almost inseparable from vain-gloiy. Tully has these 
two faults in so high a degree, that nothing bat his 
being the best wnter in the world can make amends 
for them.” The scurrilous wretch goes on to say, 
that I am as bad as Tully. His words are these : 

And yet the Tatler, in bis Paper of September 
the Iwenty^sixth, has outdone him in both. He 
speaks of himself with more arrogance, and with 
more insolence of others/* 1 am afraid, by his dis* 
course, this gentleman has no more read Plutarch 
than he has Tully. If he had, he would have ob- 
served a passage in that historian, wherein he has, 
with great delicacy, distinguished between two 
passiops which are usually complicated in human 
nature, and which an ordinary writer would not 
have thought of separating. Not having ray Greek 
spectacles by me, I shall quote the passage word for 
word as I find it translated to my hand. Never- 
thdess, though he was intemperately fond of his 
own praise, yet he was very free frofii envying 
others, and most liberally profuse in commending 
both the antients and his contemporaries, as is to be 
understood by his writings j and many of those 
sayings are still recorded, as that concerning Aris- 
totle, * that he was a river of flowing gold :* of 
Plato’s dialogue, ' that if Jupiter were to speak, Be 
•would discourse as he did/ Theophrastus he was 
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wont to call his peculiar delight 5 and being asked, 
* whicii of Demosthenes his orations he lik^ bestT 
He answered, ' The longest. 

And as for the eminent men of his own time 
either tor eloquence or philosopliV} there was not 
one of them which he did not, by writing or speak- 
ing favouiably of, render more illustrious.” 

^hus the cntic tdls us, that Cicero was exces- 
sively vam-gloiious and abusive 5 Plutarch, that he 
ipras vain, but not abusive. Let the reader believe 
which of them he pleases. 

After this he complains to the world, that I caii 
him names, and that, m my passion, I said he was 
a flea, a louse, an owl, a bat, a small wit, a 
scribbler, and a nibbler. When he has thus be- 
spoken his reader’s pity, he falls into that admirable 
vein of mirth, which I shall set dpwn at length. It 
being an exquisite piece of railleiy, and written in 
great gaiety of heait Aftei this list of names,’* 
flea, loose, owl, bat, to. I, surprized t© 
hear him say, that he has hitherto kept his temper 
pretty well , I wonder how he w,ill write when he 
has lost his temper I I suppose, as he is now veiy 
angry and unraanneily, he will then be exceeding 
courteous and good-humouied.” If J can outlUe 
this raillery, I shall be able to bear any thing. 

There is a method of criticism made use of by 
^is author, fori shall take care how I call him a 
^art^bler again, which may turn into ridicule anjr 
work that was ever written, wherein there is a im* 
riety of thoughts. This the reader wdli obsen^e in 
the following words ; He,” meaning me, is so 
intent upon being something extyaoidinarj^, tiiat he 
scarce knows what he w^ould be j ,and is as fruitful 
in his similes as a brother of his whom I lately took 
notice of. In the compass of a few lines he com- 
pares himself to a fqx, to Daniel Burgess, to tim 
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Knight of the Red Cross, to an oak -with ivy about 
it, and to a great man with an equipage.** I think 
in}^elf as much honoured by being joined in this 
part of his Paper with the gentleman whom he here 
calls my biother, as I am in the beginning of it, by 
being mentioned with Horace and Virgil. 

It IS very haid that a man cannot publish ten 
Papers without stealing fiom himself, but to show 
you tliat tins is only a knack of writing, and that 
the author is got into a certain road of criticism, I 
shall set dowm his lemarks on the works of the gen- 
tleman whom he here glances upon, as they stand 
in his sixth Paper, and desue the reader to compare 
them With the foiegoing passage upon mine. 

In thirty lines his patron is a river, the ptimum 
wolile* a pilot, a \ictim, the sun, any thing, and 
notliing. He bestows increase, conceals his source, 
makes the macJiine move, teaches to steer, expiates 
our offences, raises vapours, and looks larger as he 
sets.** 

What poem can be safe from this soit of criti- 
cism ^ I tiiinis: 1 v/as never m my life so much of- 
fended, as at a wag whem I once met witlx in a 
coffee-house. He had in his hand one of the 
** Muceilayiies" and was leading* the following 
shoit copy of veiaes, which, without flattery to the 
author, is, I think, as beautiful in its kind as any 
one in the English tongue ; 

Flfivia ieaci and sljgh»’e'?t toy 
C^n wj h re-istless art erapio/ 

This Fan in n^eaner h'lnUs wonfd prove 
An engine of small fierce in love? 

But she, with such an air and mteoi 
Kot to be told, or safely seep, 

Pirects Its wanton mot ons so, 

That It tiTOunds more than Cupulas bow g 
Gives coolness to the matchless damog 
To every other breast a darner 

TOX.. V. N 
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When this coxcomb had done reading them, 
"Hey-day!” says he, “what instrument is this 
that Fiavia employs in such a manner as is not to be 
told, nor safely seen > In ten lines it is a toy, a 
Cupid’s bow, a fan, and an engine in love It 
has wanton motions, it wounds, it cools, and in- 
flames/’ 

Such criticisms make a man of sense sick, and a 
fool meny. 

The next paragiaphof the paper we are talking of, 
falls upon somebody whom I am at a loss to guess 
at : but I find the whole invective turns upon a 
man, who, it seems, has been impiisoned for debt* 
Whoever he was, I most heartily pity him •, but at 
the same time must put the Examiner in mind, that 
notwithstanding he is a^ Critic, he still ought to re- 
member he IS a Christian. Poverty was never 
thought a proper subject for ridicule , and I do not 
remember that 1 ever met witli a satiie upon a 
beggar. 

As foi those little retortings of my own ex-^ 
pressions, of being dull by design, witty in Oc- 
tober, shining, excelling,” and ^ fbrth 5 th^ are 
the common cavils of every withog, who has no 
other method of showing his parts, but by little va- 
riations and repetitions of the man’s words whom 
he attacks. 

But the truth m it is, ibe paper before me, not 
only in this partSidar, but in its very essence, is 
Hke Ovid’s Echo, 

■ — nee retieere loquentif 

Mee prior jpia hqmdtdiett OVID, Met, in* 357* 

She who in other's words her silence breaks, 

Nor speaks herself but when another speaks. 

ApDisosr. 

I should not have deserved the character of a 
Censor, had I not animadverted upon thp above* 
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mentioned author, by a gentle chastisement : but I 
know my reader will not pardon me, unless I de- 
clare, that nothing of this natuie for the future, 
unless it be wiitten with some wit, shall divert me 
from my care of the public. 


N®240. SATURDAY, OCTOBER21, 1710* 


M ^pulum phaleras* PERS, Sat, III. go. 

Such pageantry be to the people shown : 

Thei e boast tby hone’s trappings, and thy own. 

PuTDEsr* 

From my own Apartment^ Octoher ao, 

I DO not remember that in any of my Lucubrations 
J have touched upon that useful science of physic, 
notwithstanding I have declared myself more than 
once a professor of it. I have indeed joined the 
study of astrology with it, because I never knew a 
physician recommend himself to the public, who 
had not a sister ait to embellish his knowledge in 
medicine. It has been commonly observed, 
compliment to the ingenious of our profession, that 
Apollo was god of verse as well as physic j and, in 
all ages, the most celebrated practitioners of our 
country were the particular favountes of the Muses. 
Poetry to physic is indeed like the gilding to a pill j 
it makes tlie art shine, and coveis the seveiity of the 
doctor with the agreeableness of the companion. 

N n 
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The very foundation of poetiy is good sense, if 
we may allow Horace to be a judge of the art. 

Scfihendt recti sapere eit & principiutn & fins* 

HOR. Ats Poet 309 * 

Such judgmeut is the ground of writing well. 

Roscommon* 

And if so, we have reason to believe, that the 
same man who wiites well can prescribe well, if he 
has applied himself to the study of both Besides, 
when we see a man making profession of two dif- 
ferent sciences, it is natural for us to believe he is 
no pretender in tliat which we aie not judges of, 
when we find him skilful in that which we under- 
stand. 

Ordinary quacks and charlatans are thoioughly 
sensible how nccessaiy it is to support themselves 
by these collateral assistances, and theiefore always 
lay their claims to some ' supernumerary accom- 
plishments, which are wholly foieign to their pro- 
fession. 

About twenty years ago it was impossible to walk 
the streets witiiout having an adveitisement tlirust 
into your hand, of a doctor who had airived at 
the knowledge of the Green and lied Dragon, and 
had discovered the female fern-seed.’* Nobody ever 
knew what this meant ^ but the Green and Red 
Dragon so araused»the people, that the doctor li\ed 
veiy comfortably t<pon them About the same 
time there was pasted a very hard woid upon every 
comer of the stieets. This, to the best of my re- 
membiaace, was 

Tetrachymagogon, 

which drew great shoals of spectators about it, who 
read the bill that it intioduced with unspeakable 



N® 240. TAiyXK. 1ST 

curiosity, and, when they were sick, would have 
nobody but this learned man for their physician. 

I ouce 1 eceived an advertisement of one who had 
studied thirty rears by candle-light for the good of 
his countrymen.” He might have studied twice as 
long by day-light, and never have been taken notice 
of. Eut Lucubrations cannot be overvalued. Theie 
ai e somd who have gained themselves great repu- 
tation for physic by tlieir birth, as the seventh 
son of a seventh sonf* and otheis by not being 
born at all, as the unborn doctor^ wlio, I hear, is 
lately gone the way of his patients 5 having died 
worth live hundred pounds per annum, tKmgh he 
was not born to a haltpenny. 

My ingenious fuend doctor SafFold succeeded mj 
old contemporary doctor Lilly in tiie studies botli of 
physic and astrolc^y, to which he added that of 
poetry, as was to be seen both upon the sign where 
he lived, and in the bills which he distributed. He 
was succeeded by Doctor Case, who erased the 
verses of his predecessor out of the sign-post, and 
substituted in then place two of his owm, which 
were as follow - 

Wtihm this place 
Lives Doctor Case. 

He is said to have got more by this distich, thant 
Mr. Dryden difd by all his w^orks. There would be 
no end of enumerating the several imaginary per- 
fections, and unaccountable artifices, by which thi$ 
tribe of men insnare the minds of tlie vulgar^ and 
gain crow^ds of admirers. I have seen the whole 
Front of a mountebank's stage, from one end to the 
other, faced with patents, certificates, medals, and 
gi eat seals, by which the sev^'eral princes of Europe 
have testified their particular respect and esteem for 
the Doctor. Every great man with a sounding titia 

MT ^ 
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has been his patient. I believe I have seen twenty 
mountebanks that have given physic to the Czar ot 
Muscovy. The Great Duke of Tuscany escapes no 
better* The Elector of Brandenburgh was likewise 
a very good patient. 

This great condescension of the doctor draws 
upon him much good-will fi om his aud’ence^ and 
it IS ten to one, but if any of them be tioubled with 
an aching tooth, his ambition will prompt him to 
get it drawn by a person, who has had so many 
princes, kings, and emperors, under his hands* 

I must not leave this subject without observing, 
that as physicians are apt to deal in poetiy, apo- 
thecaiies endeavour to recommend tliemselves by 
oratory, and are theiefore, without controversy, the 
most eloquent persons in the whole British nation. 
I would not willingly discourage any "of the aits, 
especially that of which I am an humble piofcs^or ; 
but I must confess, for the good of my native 
coantr)% I could wish tliere might be a suspension 
of physiC for some years, tliat our kingdom, which 
has been so much exhausted by the wais, might 
have leave to reciuit itself. 

As for myself, the only physic which has brought 
me safe to almost the age of man, and whicli I pre- 
scribe to all my friendsj is Abstinence This is cei - 
tainiy the best physic for prevention, and veiy often 
the most effectual against a present dibtemper. In 
short, my Recipe is, Take nothing.** 

Wcie the body politic to be physicked like paiti- 
cular pel sons, I ishould venture to prescribe to if 
after the hame manner. I remembei when our 
whole island was shaken with an earthquake some 
years ago, there was an impudent mountebaiik who 
bold pills, which, as he told the countiy people, 
were very good against an earthquake.** It may, 
petixaps, be thought aa absurd to presciibe a diet for 
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tiae allaying popular commotions, and national fer- 
ments. But I am verily persuaded, that if in such a 
case a whole people were to enter into a course of 
Ahtmencei and eat nothing but water-gruel for a 
fortnight, it would abate the rage and animosity of 
parties, and not a little contribute to the cure of a 
distracted nation. Such si/ast would have a natural 
tendency to the procuring of those ends, for which 
a fast is usually proclaimed. If any man has a mind 
to enter on such a yo\\intaxj Abstinence, it might not 
be improper to give him the caution of Pythagoras 
in particular} Ahstine a Fabts, "Abstain from 
Beans that is, say the interpreters, "Meddle not 
with elections /* beans having been made use of by 
the voters among tlie Athenians in the choice of 
magistrates. 


N®241. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, niO* 


From my own Apartment, October 23, 

A METHOD of spending one’s time agreeably is a 
thing so little studied, that the common amusement 
of our young gentlemen, especially of such as are at 
a distance from those of the first breeding, \s Brinks 
ing. This way of entertainment has custom on its 
side 5 but, as much as it has jprevailcd, d believe 
theie have been veiy few companies that have been 
guilty of excess this way, where there have not hap- 
pened more accidents winch make against, than for 
the continuance of it* It is ycry common that evema 
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anse from a debauch which are fatal, and always 
such as are disagreeable. With all a man’s reason 
and good sense about him, his tongue is apt to utter 
things out of mere gaiety of heart, which may dis- 
please his best friends. Who then would trust hwii- 
self to the power of wine, without saying moie 
against it, than that it raises the imagination, and 
depresses the judgment ^ Were there only this sin- 
gle consideration, that we are less masters of oui- 
seives, when we drink in the least proportion above 
the exigencies of thirst, I say, were this all that 
could be objected, it were sufficient to make us ab- 
hor this vice. But we may go on to say, that as he 
who dnnks but a little is not master of himself, so 
he who drinks much is a slave to himself. As for 
my part, I ever esteemed a Dtuiihard of all vicious 
persons the most vicious for if our actions aie to 
be weighed and considered according to the inten- 
tion of them, what can we think of him, who puts 
himself into a circumstance wherein he can have no 
intention at all, but incapacitates himself for the du- 
des 'and offices of life, by a suspension of all his fa- 
culties ? If a man considers that he cannot, under 
the oppiesbion of drink, be a fiiend, a gentleman, 
a master, or a subject; ? ,that he has so long banished 
lumself frorb' tfiat is dear, and given up all that 
15 sacied ht woc^d^ven then tlimk of a de- 

bauch w’lth horrof. But when he looks still turthei^ 
and a(‘knowl edges, that he is not only expelled out 
of all the relations of life, but also liable to offend 
against tiiem all, what words can expiess the tenor 
and detestation he would have of such a condition ^ 
And yet he owns all this of himself, who says h® 
was drunk last night. 

^ As I have all along persisted in it, tliat all the vi- 
cious in general are m a state of deaths so I think I 
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may add to tiae non-existenceof Drunkards, that they 
died by their o'wn hands. He is certainly as gmlty of 
suicide who peiishes by a slow, as he that is dis- 
patched by an immediate poison. In my last Lucubra- 
tion I proposed the general use of water-gruel, and 
hinted that it might not be amiss at this very season. 
But as there are some whose cases, in regard to their 
families, will not admit of delay j I have used my 
interest in several vtards of tliecity, that the hole- 
some lestorative abovementioned may be given m 
tavern-kitchens to all the morning-draugnts-men, 
within the walls, when they tall for wine befoie 
noon. For a fuither restraint and mark upon such 
peisons, 1 have, given orders, that in all the offices 
where policies are diawm upon lives, it shall be add- 
ed to the aiticle which prohibits that the nominee 
should cioss the sea, the words, ''Provided also, 
that the above-mentioned A. B. shall not drink be- 
fore dinner during the term mentioned in this in- 
denture.** 

I am not without hopes, that by this metliod I 
shall bring some unsizcabie fiiends of mine into 
shape and bieadlh, as well as others, w'ho are languid 
:?nd consumptive, into health and vigour. Most of 
the self-murderers whom I yet hinted at, are such 
as preserve a certain regulaiity in taking their poi-- 
son, and make it miX pretty well with thcir food. 
Bat the most conspicuous of those wdio destroy them- 
selves, are such as in their youth fall into this soi t 
of debauchery , and contract a certain uneasiness of 
spirit, which 15 not to be diverted but by tippling as 
often as they can fall into company in the day, and 
conclude with downnght Drunkemm at night. 
These gentlemen ne\;er know the satisfaction of 
youth ; but skip the years of manhood, and are de- 
crepit soon after they are of age* I was godfather 
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to one of these old fellows. He is now three-and- 
thirty, which is the grand climacteric of a young 
Drunkard. 1 went to visit the crazy wretch this 
morning, with no other purpose but to rally him un- 
der the pain and uneabiness of being sober. 

But as our faults are double when they affect 
others besides ourselves, so this vice is still moie odi- 
ous in a married than a single man He that is the 
husband of a woman of honour, and comes home 
over-loaded with vsdne, is still more contemptible m 
proportion to the regard we have to the unhappy 
consort of his bestiSity* The imagination cannot 
shape to itself any thing more monstrous and unna- 
tural than the familiarities between Drunkenness and 
Chastity, The wretched Astraea, who is the peifec- 
tion of beauty and innocence, has long been thus 
condemned for life. The romantic tales of virgins 
devoted to the jaws of monsters, have nothing in 
them so terrible as the gift of Astraea to that 
Bacchanal. 

The reflection of such a match as spotless inno- 
cence with abandoned lewdness, is what puts this 
vice in the worst figure it can bear with legard to 
others 5 but when it is looked upon with respect 
only to the Drunkard himself, it has deformities 
enough to make it disagieeable, which maybe sum- 
med Up in a word, by allowing, that be who resigns 
his reason, is actu^ly guilty of all that he is liable to 
from the want of reason. 

P. S Among many other enormities, there are 
two m the following letters which I think should be 
suddenly amended, but since they are sins of omis- 
sion only, I shall not make remarks upon tixem until 
I find the delinquents persist in their eirors; and 
the inserting the letters themselves shall be all their 
present admonition* 
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Mi|. Bickerstaff, Oti 6 b &^ 

Severd that frequent divine-seivice Saint 

Paul’s, as well as myself, having, witli great satis- 
faction, observed the good effect which your ani- 
madversion had on an excess in perfonnance there \ 
it is requested, that you will take notice of a contrary 
fault, which is, the unconcerned silence, and the 
motionless postures, of others who come thither. 
If this custom prevails, tlie congregation will resem- 
ble an audience at a play-house, or, rather, a silent 
meeting of quakers. Your censuring such church- 
mutes, in the manner you think fit, may make these 
dissenters join with us, out of fear lest you should 
further animadvert upon tlieir non-conformity- Ac- 
cording as this succeeds, you shall hear from. Sir, 

** Your most humble servant, 

B. B." 


^ Mr. Bickerstaff, 

I was the other day in company with a gentle- 
man, who, in reciting his own qualifications, con- 
cluded every period with these words, the best of anj^ 
man %n England. Thus, for example . he kept tlie 
best house of any man in England; he understood 
this, and that, and the other, the best of any man 
in England. How harsh and ungrateful soever this 
expression might sound to one of my nation, yet the 
gentleman was ope whom it no ways became me to 
interrupt; but perhaps a new' terra put into his iy- 
tvords (as they call a sentence a man particularly af- 
fects) may cure him. I therefore took a resolution 
to apply to you, who, I dare say, can easily persuade 
this gentleman, whopi I cannot believe an enemy to 
the u nion, to mend his phrase, and be hereafter the- 
wisest of any man’m Great-Britain. I am, Sir, 
Your most humble servant. 
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Advertisement, 

" Whereas Mr. Humphrey Trelooby, wearing 
his own hair> a pair of buck-skin breeches, a hunt- 
ing-whip, witli a new pair of spurs, has complained 
to the Censor, that on Thursday last he was defiaud- 
ed of half-a-crown, under pretence of a duty to the 
sexton for seeing the catliedral of St. Paul, London : 
it IS hereby ordeied, that none heieafter requite 
above sixpence of any country gentleman under the 
age of twenty-five for that libcity, and that all 
which shall be received above the said sum, of an / 
pel son, for beholding the inside of that sacred edi- 
fice, be forthwith paid to Mr. John Morphew, for 
the use of Mr. Bickerslaff, under pain of further 
censure on the above-mentioned extortion.** 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1710 . 


iniqua 

Tmfatmi ut tmai se 9 

JUV. Sat. 1.^0, 


To view so lewd a toifro, and to refrain, 
^\"ljat hoops of iron could my spleen contain ^ 


From my own Apartment, Octoler 35. 

It was -frith veij great displeasure I heaid tills dsr 
a man say of a companion of his, with an air of ap- 
jBTobation, "You know Tomoem ia!s of saying 
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a bpiteful thing He has a great deal of wit, but 
satiie is his particular talent. Did you mind how 
he put the young fellow out of countenance that 
pietended to talk to him^*” Such impertinent ap- 
plauses, which one meets everyday, put me 
upon considering, what true raillery and satire were 
in themselves, and this, methought, occurred to 
me fi om reflection upon the great and excellent per- 
sons that were admired for talents this way When. 
I had run over several such in my thoughts, I con- 
cluded, however unaccountable the assertion might 
appear at first sight, that good-nature was an essen- 
tial quality in a satirist, and that all the sentiments 
which are beautiful m this way of writing, must 
proceed fiom that quality in the authoi. Good-na- 
ture produces a disdain of all baseness, vice, and 
folly s which prompts them to express themselves 
with smartness against the eirors of men, without 
bittciness towaids then persons This quality keeps 
the mind ui equanimity, and never lets an offence 
unseasonably throw a man out of his character. 
When Virgil said, he that did not hate Bavms 
might love Majvius/* he was in perfect good hu- 
mour, and was not *>o much moved at their absurdi- 
ties, as passionately to call them sots or blockeads in 
a direct invective, but laughed at them with a deli- 
cacy of scorn, without any mixtuie of anger. 

The best good man, with the worst-oa'ui *d nitre, 

was the character amqng us ofa gentleman as famouj 
for his humanity as his wit. 

The ordinary subjects for satire are such as incite 
the greatest indignation in the best tempers, and con- 
sequently men of such a make aie the best qualified 
for speaking of the offences in human life These 
men can behold vice and folly, when they injuie 
persons to whom they are wholly unacquainted^ with 

VOL. V. 0 
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the same severity as otheis resent the ills they do to 
themselves. A good-natured man cannot see an 
overbearing fellow put a bashful man of merit out 
of countenance, oi out-stiip him m the pursuit of 
any advani.-ge, but he is on fire to succour the op^ 
pressed, to produce the merit of the one, and con- 
front the impudence of the other. 

The men of the greatest character in this kind 
were Horace and Juvenal There is not, that I re- 
member, one ill-natured expression m all their writ- 
ings, nor one sentence of seventy, which does not 
appamntly proceed from the contrary disposition. 
Whoever reads them, will, I bdieve, be of this 
mind, and if they were read with this view, it 
might possibly persuade our young fellows, that they 
may be veiy witty men without speaking ill of any 
but those who deserv’e it But, in the perusal of 
these writers, it may not be unnecessary to consider, 
that they lived in very different times Horace was 
intimate with a prince of the greatest goodness and 
humanity imaginable, and his court was formed af- 
ter hjs example: therefore the faults that poet falls 
upon were httie inconsistencies m behaviour, false 
pretences to politeness, or impertinent afieotations of 
what men were not fit for Vices of a coarser sort 
could not come under his consideration, or enter the 
palace of Angustus, Juvenal, on the other hand, 
lived under Domitian, in whose reign every thing 
that was great and noble was banished the habita- 
tions of the men in power. Therefore he attacks 
vice as it passes by in tiiumph, not aa it breaks into 
conveisatjon. The fall of empire, contempt of gloij, 
and a general degeneracy of manners, are bejfore his 
eyes in all his writings. In the days of Augustus, 
to have talked like Juvenal bad been madness^ oi^in 
tho:>e of Domitian, like Horace. Morality and vir- 
tue are every where recommended in Horace, as 
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became a man in a polite court, from the beauty, 
thfc propriety, the comenience of pursuing them* 
Vice and corruption are attacked by Juvenal in a 
style which denotes, he tears he shall not be heard 
Without he calls to them m their own language, w ith 
a baretaced mention of the vnlanics and obbcemties 
of his contemporaries. 

This accidental talk of these two great men par- 
ries me from my des»gn, which was to tell some 
coxcombs that run about this town with the name of 
smart satnical tell^ivs, that they are by no n.^ans 
qualitied tor the characters thcv* pretend to, ot being 
se\ere upon other men j for they want gooU-natuie, 
There is no foundation in them for arriving at what 
they aim at 5 and they may as well pretend to flatter 
as rally agieeably, wituout being good-natured 

There is a certain imp4'rtiahty necessary to make 
what a man says bear any weight wuli tho->e he 
speaks to. This quality, with respect to men’s er- 
rors and vices, is never seen but m good^naiured 
men. They have ever su<h a frankness of mind, 
and benevolence to all men, that they cannot le- 
ceive impressions of unkindness without maiuie de- 
liberation ; and writing or speaking ill of a man up- 
on personal considerations, is so irreparable and 
mean an injury, that no one possessed of thi-> quality 
1$ capable ot doing it but m all ages there have Deen 
interpreters to authors when living, of the same ge- 
nius with the commeniators into whose hands they 
fall when dead. I dare say it is im|-ossible f r any 
man of more wit than one of these to take any 
the four-and-twenty letters, and form out of them a 
name to describe the character of a viaous man ith 
greater life, but one of these would immediately 
cry, Mr Such-a-one is meant in that place ’ But 
the truth of it is satirists describe ihe age, and back- 
biters assign their descriptions to puvate men, 
o a 
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I» all terms of reproof when the sentence appears 
toanse rrom personal hatred or passion, it is not then 
niaoe rhe cause of mankind, but, a misundei standing 
betw«.en two persons For this reason the repiesen- 
tations of a good-natured man beai a pleasantry m 
thei 1 , which shews there is no malignity at heai t, 
and by consequence they aie attended to by his hear- 
ers or readers, because they aie unprejudiced This 
deteience is only what is due to him; tor no man 
thoiough y nettled can say a thing general enough, 
to pass off with the air of an opinion declared, and 
not a pas'iion gratified. I remember a humorous 
fellow at Oxford, when he heard any one had spo- 
ken ill of him, used to say, I will not take my re- 
venge of him until I have forgiven him.” What he 
mean» by this was, that he would not enter upon 
this subject until it was grown a^ indifferent to him 
as any o her; and 1 have by this rule, seen him moie 
than once triumph over his adversary with an inimit- 
able spiiit and humoui , for he came to the assault 
against a man full pf sore places, and he himself 
invulnerable. 

I'here is no possibility of succeeding in a sat r cal 
w'av of wilting or speaking, except a man throws 
himself quite out of the question. It is great vanity 
to tinnk any one will attend to a thing, because it 
is your quarrel Sm must make your satire the con- 
cern of society in general if you would have it re- 
garded. When it is so^ the good nature of a man of 
*viil p ompthim to many brisk and disdainful 
sentiment a id replies, to which all the malice in 
the oyld will not be able to repartee. 
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I»fcre se septus t^ihula^ wr hie Aeiu ' 

Ptfr medtosf misc t^Uu vitts^ neijue c&rn%tut uUu 

VIRG. JEn.i. 443. 

Cnnceil’d in clouds, prodigious to relate ! 
lie mix'd, unmarkM. among the busy throng^ 

and pasikM unseen along. 

D&YDBir* 

From wy own Jfpartmeni, Octoler 27 . 

I HAVE somewhere made mention of Gyges’s ring y 
and intimated to my reader, that it was at present m 
my possession, though 1 have not since made any 
use of it. The tradition concerning this ring is Very 
romantic, and taken notice of both by Plato and 
Tally, who each of them make an admirable use of 
it for the advancement of morality. This Gyges 
was the master shepheid to king Caudaules. As he 
was wandenng over the plains of Lydia, he saw a 
great chasm in the earth, and had the curiosity to 
enter it. After having descended pretty far into it, 
he found the statue of a horse in brass, with doors 
in the sides of it. Upon opening them, be found 
the body of a dead man, bigger than ordinaiy, with 
a ling upon bis huger, which he took oft, and put 
it upon his own. The virtues of it were much grea- 
ter than he at first imagined j for, upon his going 
into the assembly of shepherds, he observed, that he 
was invisible when he turned the stone of the ring 
within the palm of bis hand, and visible wW he 
03 
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turned it towards his company. Had Plato and 
Cicero been as well versed m the occult sciences as 
1 am, they would have found a great deal of mystic 
learning in this tradition : but it is impossible for 
an adept to be understood by one who is not aa 
adept. 

As for myself, I have, with much study and ap- 
plication, arrived at this great seciet of making my- 
self invisible, and by that means conveying myself 
where I please ; or, to speak in Rosicrucian lore, I 
have entered into the chfts of the earth, discovered 
the brazen horse, and robbed the dead giant of his 
ring. The tradition says further of Gyges, that by 
the means of this iing he gained admission into the 
most retired parts of the court, and made such use 
of those opportunities, that he at length became king 
of Lydia. For my own part, I, who have always 
rather endeavoured to improve my mind than my 
fortune, have turned this ling to no other advantage, 
than to get a thorough insight into the ways of men, 
and to make such observations upon the errors of 
others as may be useful to the pubhc, whatever ef- 
fect they may have upon mjrself. 

About a week ago, not being able to sleep, I got 
up, and put on my magical ring, and, with a bought, 
transported myself into a chamber where I saw a 
iight. I found It inhabited by a celebrated beauty, 
though she is of that species of women which we 
call a slattern. Her head-dress and one of her shoes 
lay upon a chair, her petticoat in one corner of the 
room, and her girdle, that had a copy of verses 
made upon it but the day before, with her thread 
stockings, in the middle of the floor* I was so fool- 
ishly officious, that I could not forbear gathering up 
her cloaths together, to lay them upon the chair that 
stood by her bed-sidej when, to my great surpnze, 
after a little muttering, she cried out, What do 
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you do> Let my petticoat alone.’* I was staitled at 
iirht, but soon found that she was in a dicam , being 
one of those who, to use Shakspeare s expres^^ion, 

are so loose of thought,” that they utter in their 
sleep every thing that passes in tiieir imagination. 
1 left the apartment of this female rake, and went 
into her neighbour’s, where there lay a male coquette. 
He had a bottle of salts hanging over Ins head, and 
upon the table by his bed-side Suckling’s poems, 
with a little heap of black patches on it His snuff- 
box was within reach on a chair : but while I w'as 
admiring the disposition which he made of the seve- 
ral parts of his diess, his slumbei seemed interrupted 
by a pang that was accompanied by a sudden oath, 
as he turned himself over hastily m his bed, I did 
not care for seemg him in his nocturnal pains, and 
left the room. 

I was no sooner got into another bed-chamber, 
but I heard very harsh woids uttered in a smooth 
uniform tone. I was amazed to hear so great a vo- 
lubility in repioacli, and thought iz too coheieiit to 
be spoken by one asleep , but, upon looking nearer. 
I saw the head-dress of the person who spoke, which 
shewed her to be a female, with a man lying by her 
side broad awake, and as quiet as a lamb I could 
not but admire his exemplaiy patience, and dibco- 
vered by his whole behaviour, that he vi^as then ly- 
ing undei the discipline of a curtain -lecture- 

I was entertained m many other places with this 
kind of nocturnal eloquence; but observed, that 
most of those whom I found awake, were kept so 
either by envy or by love. Some of these were 
sighing, and others cursing, in soliloquy; some 
hugged their pillows, and others gnashed their 
teeth. 

The covetous I likewise found to be a very wake- 
ful people, i happened to come into a room where 
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oae of them lay sick Hib physician and his wife 
were ui ciose whisper near his bed side I o\er- 
h^'ard the doctor say to the poor gentlewoman, “he 
cannot possibiy live until five in the moining ** She 
received it like the mistiess of a family, prepared 
fo! ah events. At the same instant came in a ser^ 
vant*maid, who smd, Madam, the undei taker is 
Vlo^ , according to your order.” The words were 
scarce out of her mouth, when the sick man cried 
out with a feeble voice, ‘‘ Pi ay, doctor, how v ent 
Bank*stock to-day at ’Change This melancholy 
o‘'jeot made me too serious for diveiting myself fur- 
ther this way As I was going home, I saw a light 
in J garret, and enteimg into it, heaid a voice ciy- 
in^, and, hand, stand, land Janned. tanned. I 
concluded h»m by this, and the f urnituie of his room, 
to be a lunatic, but, upon listening a little longer, 
perceived it was a poet, writing an heroic upon the 
ensums peace 

It w as now tow^ards morning, an hour when spi- 
rits, wit< hes, and conjurers, are obliged to retire to 
theii own apaitments, and, feeling the influence of 
it, I was hastening home, when 1 saw a man had 
got halt wa> into a neighboui’s house. J immedi- 
ately called to him, and turning roy ring, appeared 
in my proper peison There is something magis- 
terial in the aspect of the Bickerstaffs, which made 
him run aw^ay m confusion. 

As I took a turn or two in my own lodging, I was 
thinking that, old as I was, I need not go to bed 
alone, but that it was in my powrer to marry the 
finest lady m this kingdom, it I would wed her with 
this ling For what a figure would she that should 
have it make at a visit, with so perfect a know- 
ledge as this would give her of all the scandal in the 
town > But, instead of endeavouring to dispose of 
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myself and 5 t in matiimony, I resolved to lend it 
to my loving fiiend, the author of the Atalantis/* 
to furnish a new Secret History of Seciet Me* 
moirs.” 


N’244. TUESDAY, OCTOBERS!, 1710. 


*^td voveat dtdct nutrtcula majui alumna^ 

Mpergy et fart ift s^tat ^ 

HOR. 1 Ep. IV. S, 

What can the fondest mother wish for moie^ 

Ev* for her d irlmg son, han sol d se .se, 

Ftticeptiom cieati and flowing eloquence f 

R, Wynne. 

JPiirs Coffee-house, Octoler 30. 

It is no easy matter, when people are advancing iq 
any thing, to prevent their going loo fast for want of 
patience. Ihis happens in nothing more frequently 
than in the prosecuti m of studies. Hence it is, that 
we meet crowds who attempt to be eloquent before 
they can speak. They affect the flowers of rhetoric 
before they understand of speech. In the 

ordinary conversation of this town, there are so 
ny who can, as they call It, talk well, that there is 
not one in twenty that talks to be understood This 
proceeds from an ambition to excel, or, as the term 
IS, to vhuie in company. Th^ matter is not to make 
themselves understood, but adipned They come 
together with^ certain emulation, rather than benevo* 
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knee. When you fall among such companions, 
the safe way is to give yourself up, and let the ora- 
tors declaim for your esteem, and trouble youiself 
no further It is said, that a poet must be born so j 
but I think it may be much better said of an or^'tor, 
especially when we talk of our town poets and ora- 
tors • but the town poets aie full of rules and lawsj 
the tovsTQ orators go thiough thick and thin, and are, 
forsooth, persons of such eminent natuial parts, and 
knowledge of the wtarid, that they despise all men as 
unexperienced scholastics, who wait tor an occasion 
before they speak, or who speak no more than is ne- 
cessary. They had half persuaded- me to go to the 
tavern the other night, but that a gentleman whis- 
pered me, Pr’ythee, Isaac, go with us , there is 
Tom Vainish wiU be there, and he is a fellow that 
talks as well as any man in England ** 

I must c<»nfes 8 , when a man expresses himself 
wdl upon any occasion, and his falling into an ac- 
count of any subject arises fiom a desire to oblige 
the company, orirom fulness of the ciicumstance 
itself, so that his speaking of it at large is occasioned 
orly by the openness of a companion 5 I say, in such 
a case as this, it is not only pardonable, but agree- 
able, when a man takes the discourse to himself^ 
but \\ hen you see a fellow watch for opportunities 
for being copious, it is excessively troublesome. A 
man that stammers, if he has understanding, is to 
be attended to with patience and good-nature ^ but 
he that speaks more than he needs, has no light to 
such an indulgence. The man who has a defect in 
his speech takes pains to come to you, while a man 
of weak capacity, with fluency of speech, triumphs 
in outrunning you. 1 he .stammerer strives to be flt 
for your company; the loquacious man endeavours 
to shew you, you are not fit for his. 
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With thoughts of this kind do I always enter into 
that man’s company who is recommended as a per- 
son that talks well , but if I were to choose the peo- 
ple with whom I would spend my houi s of conver- 
sation, they should be certainly such as laboured no 
faither than to make themselves readily and clearly 
apprehended, and would have patience and curiosily 
to understand me. To have good sense, and ability 
to express it, are the most essential and necessary 
qualities m companions. When thoughts rise in us 
£t to utter, among familiar friends there needs but 
very little care in cloathing them. 

tJrbanus is, I take it, a man one might live with 
whole years, and enjoy all the freedom and improve- 
ment imaginable, and yet be insensible of a contra- 
diction to you in all mistakes you can be guilty 
of. His great good-will to his friends, has produced 
in him sach a general deference in his discourse, 
that if he differs from you in his sense of any thing, 
he introduces his own thoughts by some agreeable 
circumlocution 5 or, *^he has often observed such 
and such a circumstance that made him of another 
opinion,” Again, where another would he apt to 
say, "this 1 am confident of, I may pretend to judge 
of this matter as well as any body Urbanus says, 

I am venly persuaded : I believe one may con- 
clude.” In a word, there is no man more clear in 
his thoughts and expiessions than be is, or speaks 
with greater diffidence. You shall hardly find 
one man of any consideration, hut you shall observe 
one of less consequence form himself after him This 
happens to Urbanus j but the mau who steals from 
him almost eveiy sentiment he utters in a whole 
week, disgjuises the theft by carrying it with a quite 
different air. Umbratilis knows Urbanus’s doubt- 
ful way of speaking proceeds from good-nature and 
good-breeding, and not from nncertainty in his opi«* 
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uions. Umbratilis, therefore, has no more to do but 
repeat the thoughts of XJrbanus hi a positne mau- 
Jier, and appear to the undisceining a wi&ei man 
than the person from \vLom he boriows but those 
who know him, can see the seivant ifi his master’^s 
habit, and the moie he struts, the less do his cloaths 
appear hss own. 

In conversation, the medium is neither to affect 
silence or eloquence ; not to value our approbation^ 
and to endeavour to excel us who aie of your com- 
pany, are equal xnjuiies. llie gieat enemies theie- 
lore to good company, and those who tiansgiess 
most against the laws of equality, winch is the life 
of it, are, tlie clown, the wit, and the pedant. A 
clown, Vi hen he has sense, is conscious of his want 
of education, and, wath an aukuard bluntness, 
hopes to keep himself in countenance by overthrow- 
ing the use of all polite beha\iour He takes advan- 
tage of the restraint good- bleeding lays upon others 
not to offend him, to trespass against them, and is 
under the man’s own sheltei wdiile he intrudes upon 
him. The fellows of this class are very frequent m 
the repetition of the words rough and manly. When 
these people happen to be by their fortunes of the 
rank of gentlemen, they defend their other absurdi- 
ties by an impeitinent courage, and, to help out 
the defect of their behaviour, add their being dan* 
gerous to their being disagieeable. This gentleman 
(though he displeases, professes to do so , and, know- 
ing that, dares still go on to do so) is not so painful 
a companion, as he who will please you against your 
Will, and resolves to be a wit. 

This man, upon all occasions, and whoever he 
fells in company with, talks in the same ciide, and 
in the same round of chat which he has learned at 
one of the tables of this coffee-house. As poetry is 
in itself an elevation above ordmaiy^ and common 
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sentinaentsj so there is no fop so rtty near a mad- 
man in indifferent company as a poetical one He 
is not apprehensive that the generality of the world 
are intent upon the business of then own fortune and 
profession, and have as little capacity as curiosity to 
enter into matters of ornament or speculation I re- 
member at a fulJ table in the city, one of these ubiqui- 
taiy wits was entertaining the companv widi a soliio- 
qny, for so I call it when a man talks to those who do 
not understand him, concerning wit and humoui An 
iionest gentleman who sit next to me,, and was 
worth half a plumb^, staied at him, and observing 
there was some sense, as he thought, mixt with his 
impertinence, whispered me, Take my word for 
it, this fellow is more knave than fool.” This was 
all my good friend’s applause of the wittiest man of 
talk that I was ever present at, which wanted no- 
thing to make it excellent, but that there was no oc- 
casion for it. 

The pedant is so obvious to ridicule, that it would 
be to be one to offer to explain bun. He is a gentle- 
man so well known, that there is none but those of 
bis own class who do not laugh at and avoid him. 
Pedantry proceeds from much reading and little un- 
derstanding. A pedant among men of learning ahd 
sense, is like an ignorant servant giving an account 
of a polite conversation. You may find he has 
brought with him more than could have entered into 
bis head without being there, but still that he is not 
a bit wiser than if he had not been there at all. 


if Fifty thousand poundSir 
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N®245. THURSDAY, NOVEMBERS, 1710*^ 


J'rom my own Aportment^ Noveviler i. 

Th 2 lady hereafter-mentioned, having come to me 
in veiy great haste, and paid me much above the 
usual fee, as a cunning-man, to find her stolen 
goods, and also having approved my late discourse 
of advertisements, obliged me to draw up this, and 
insert it m the body of my Paper. 

* Advertisement. 

Whereas Bndget Howd’ye, late servant to 
the l^ady Fardingale, a short, thick, lively, hard- 
favoured wench of about twenty-nine years of age, 
her e}es small and bleared, and nose \ery broad at 
bottom, and turning up at the end, her mouth wide, 
and lips of an unusual thickness, two teeth out be- 
fore, the rest black and uneven, the tip of her left 
ear being 'of a mouse colour, her voice loud and 
shrill, quick of speech, and something of a Welsh 
accent, withdrew herself on Wednesday last from 
her ladyship’s dwdling-house, and, with the help 
of her consorts, carried off the following goods of 
her said lady, a thick wadded calhco wrapper, 
a musk-coloured velvet mantle lined with squirrel 
skins, eight night-shifts, four pair of silk stockings 
curiously darned, six pair of iaced shoe?, new and 
old, with the heels of half two inches higher than 
their fellows i a quilted petticoat of the laigest size, 
and one of canvas with whale-bone hoops ^ tiaree 



»®245. TATLER.. 159^ 

pair of stays, bolstered below the left shoulder, tivo 
fair of kip of the newest fashion, six lound-about 
aprons with pockets, and four striped muslin night- 
rails veiy little frayed ; a silver pot for coffee or cho- 
colate, the lid much bruised; a broad hnmmedflat 
silver plate for sugar with Rhenish wine\ a silver 
ladle for plumb-porridge y a silver cheese- toaster 
with Uiree tongues, an ebony handle, and silvering 
at the end} a stiver posnet to butter eggs^ one cau- 
dle and two cordial-water cups, two cocoa-cups, 
and an ostrich’s egg, with rims and feet of silver, a 
marrow-spoon with a scoop at the other end, a silver 
orange-strainer, eight sweet meat spoons made with 
forks at the end, an agate- handle knife and folk in 
a sheath, a silver tongue-scraper, a silver tobacco- 
box, with a tulip graved on the top ; and a Bible 
bound in shagreen, with gilt leaves and clasps, never 
opened but once. Also a small cabinet, with six 
drawers inlaid with red tortoise-shell, and brass gilt 
ornaments at the four corners, in which were two 
leather forehead' cloths y three pair of oiled dog-shn 
gloves, seven cakes of superjine Spanish wooly half- 
a-dozen of Portugal dishes, and a quire of paper 
from thence I two pair of bran-new plumpers, four 
black-lead combs, of fashionable eyebrows, 

two sets of ivory teeth, little the wone for wearing, 
and one pair of box for common use } Adam and 
Eve in bugle-work, without ftgleaves, upon canvas, 
curiously wrought with her ladysinp's own hand ; 
several filHgrane curiosities ; a crotchet of one hun- 
dred and twenty-two diamonds, set strong and deep 
in silver, with a rump-jewel after the same fashion; 
bracelets of toided hair, pomander and seed-pearl ; 
a large old purple velvet purse embroidered, and 
shutting with a spring, containing two pictures in 
miniature, the features visible; a broad thick gc^ 
ring with a, hand-in-hand enpaved upon it, 
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Within this poesy, ** While life does last. I’ll hold 
thee fast,” another set round with small rubies and 
sparks, bi3w wanting? another of Turkey stope, crack- 
ed through the middle ? an Elizabeth and four Jaco- 
bus’s, one guinea, the first of the coin, an angel 
witn a hole boied through, a broken half of a Spa*^ 
nish piece of gold, a crown-piece with the breeches, 
an old nine-pence bent both ways by Lilly the al* 
manack maker for luck at langteraloo, and twelve 
of the shells called blackmoor's teeth ^ one small 
amber box with apoplectic balsam, and one silver- 
gilt of a laiger size for casbu and carraway comfits, 
to be taken at long sermons, the lid enamelled, re- 
presenting a Cupid fi'shing foi heaits, with a piece 
of gold on his hook; ovei his head this rh}me, 
** Only with gold. You me shall hold ” In the 
lower drawer was a laige new gold repeating watch 
made by a Frenchman 5 a gold chain, and all the 
piopei appurtenances hung upon steel swivels, to wit, 
lockets witli the hair of dead and living loveis, seals 
with arms, emblems and devices cut in cornelian, 
agate, and onyx, with Cupids, heaits, darts, altars, 
fiaines, locks, pickaxes, roses, thorns, and sun- 
iloHeis; as also tariety of ingenious Fiench mottos j 
together with gold etuys foi quills, scissars, needles, 
thanbies, and a spunge dipped in Hungary water, 
left but the night bcfoie by a young lady going upon 
a fiolic ZNcog, Ihere was also a bundle of letters, 
dated between the years one thousand six hundred 
and seventy, and one thousand six hundred and 
cighty-two, most of them signed Philander, the lest 
Strephon, Amyntas, Corydon, and Adonis; toge- 
ther with a collection of receipts to make pastes for 
the hands, pomatums, lip-saKcs, white pots, beaur 
tifyi’^g creams, water of talc, and frog spawn water; 
decoctiops for clearing the complexion, and an 
proven medicine to procure abortion. 
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Whoever can discover the aforesaid goods, so 
that the} may be had again, shall have fifty guineas 
for the whole, or proportionable for any part. 

N B Her ladyship is pleased to promise ten 
pounds tor the pacquet of letters over and above,, or 
:hve for Philaiider*s only, being her first love. My 
iady bestows those of Strephon to the finder, being 
so written, that they may serve to any woman who 
reads them ” 

P. S. As I am a patron of persons who have no 
other fiiend to apply to, I cannot suppress the fei- 
lowing complaint: 

Sir, 

I am a blackmoor boy, and have, by my ladyV 
order, been christened by the chaplain. The good 
man has gone further with me, and told me a great 
deal of good news; as, that I am as good as my lady 
lierself as I am a Chiistian, and many other things: 
but for all this, the pairot, who came over with mo 
from our country, is as much esteemed by her as i 
am. jEkisides this, the shock-dog has a coliai that 
cost almost as much as mine. 1 desire also to know, 
whether now I am a Christian, I am obliged to diesa 
like a Turk, and wear a turbant. 

I am. Sir, 

Yauf most bumble servant, 

FojftPCT.** 
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N«246. SATURDAY, NOVEMBEE4,niO. 


Fittis tumo sifte nnscttitr ; opimta tHe 
mtmmts wgetur, HOR. i Sat. III. 

— We have all oor vice<, and the best 

Is he^ who with the fewest is opprest. Fa asicis. 

From my own Apartment^ November s* 

W HEN one considers the turn which conversation 
takes in almost everf set of acquaintance, club, or 
assembly, in this town or kingdom, one cannot but 
observe, that in spite of what I am every day saying, 
and all the moral writers since the beginning of the 
world have said, the subject of discourse is gene- 
rally upon one another’s faults. This in a great 
measure proceeds from self-conceit, which were to 
be endured in one or other iqfhti^idual person ; bat 
the folly has spread itself almost over ail the species ; 
and one cannot only say, Tom, Jack, or Will, but 
in general, that man is a coxcomb From this 
source it is, that any excellence is faintly received, 
any imperfection unmercifully exposed. But if 
things were put in a tnie light, and we would 
time to consider, that man, in his very nature. Is 
^ imperfect being, our sense of this matter would 
be immediately altered, and the word imperfeettm 
would not carry an unkinder idea than the word 
humanity. It-is a pleasant story that we, forsooth, 
who are the only imperfect creatures in the aniversei, 
are the only beings that will not allow of impern 
feetjon. Somebody has taken notice, that we stand 



»®246. TATLEIt. 16S 

in the middle of existencies^ and are^ by this one 
circumstance, the mast unhappy of all others. The 
brutes are guided by instinct, and know no sorrow j 
the angels have knowledge, and th^ are happy 5 
but men are governed by opinion, which is I know 
not what mixture of instinct and knowledge, and 
are neither indolent nor happy. It is veiy observa- 
ble, that critics are a people between the learned 
and the ignorant, and, by that situation, enjoy the 
tranquillity of neither. As critics stand among 
men, so do men in general between brutes and 
amgels. Thus every man, as he is a critic and a 
coxcomb, until improved by reason and speculation, 
is ever forgetting himself, and laying open the 
iaults of others. 

At the same time that I am talking of the cruelty 
cf urging people’s faults with severity, I cannot 
but bewail some which men are guilty of for want 
of admonition. These are such as they can easily 
mend, and nobody tells them of, for which reason 
I shall make use of the penny-post fas I have with 
success to several jopng ladies about turning their 
eyes, and holding Op^dneir heads) to ceitain gentle- 
men, whom I remark habitually guilty of what they 
may reform in a moment. Ther^ is a fat fellow, 
whom I have long remarked wearing his breast 
open in the midst of winter, out of an affectation 
of youth. 1 have therefore sent liim just now the 
fc^owing letter in my physical capacity : 

"" Sir, , 

From the twentieth instant to the first of May 
next, both days inclusive, 1 beg of you to button 
your waistcoat from year collar to your waistband, 
i am your moat humble servant, 

IsxAC JBxGxmisTARF, Phibmath.*|| 
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There is a very handsome well-shaped youth that 
frrqaemc the cotFee-Louses about Charing-Cross, 
EiiC-tes a very pretty nbbon with a cioss of jewels 
at his bieast This being something new, and a 
tb-ng in which the gentleman may offend the 
ilc: ild’s-office, I have addressed myselt to him as I 
am CeDbor, 

Deak Countryman, 

** Was that ensign ot honour which you wear, 
given }ou by a prince or a lady that you have served ^ 
li you bear it as an absent lover, please to hang it 
CD a black ribbon : if as a rew'arded soldier, you 
may have my licence to continue the red. 

Your faithful servant, 

Bickerstaff, Censor/* 

These little intimations do gieat service, and are 
very useful, not only to the persons themselves, but 
to inform otheis how to conduct thembclves towards 
them. 

Instead of this honest private method, or a 
fnenaiy one face to face, of acquainting people with 
things in their power to explain or amend, the 
tibiiai way among people is to take no notice of 
things you can help, and nevertheless e vpos^ you 
for those you cannot. 

Plumbeus and Lev^s are constantly in each other’s 
company: they would, if they look proper methods, 
be very agreeable companions : but they so extiava- 
gantly aim at what they are unfit tor, and each of 
them rallies the other so much in the wrong place, 
th.at, instead of doing each other the offices of 
fnends, they do but instruct the rest of die wwld 
to laugh at them with more knowledge and skill. 
PluHibeus IS ot a saturnine and sulkn complexion} 
Levis of a mercurial and auy disposition. Both 
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th^se gentlemen have but slow^ parts, but 
'would make a very good figure did they pui&ue 
what they ought. If Plumbeus would take to 
business, he would, in a few yeais, know the forms 
of orders so well as to direct and dictate with so 
much ease, as to be thought a sohd, able, aud^ at 
the same time, a sure man of dispatch ievis, 
with a little leading, and coming moie into com- 
pany, would soon be able to write a song, or lead 
up a country-dance. Instead of these proper pur- 
suits, in obedience to their respective geniuses, 
Flumheus endeavours to be a man of pleasure, and 
Ltvis the man of bnsmess. Ihis appears in tlieir 
speech, and in their dress 5 Piumbeus is ever egrct 
giously fine, and talking something like wit 5 Levis 
is ever extremely grave, and, with a silly face, le- 
peating maxims. These two pardon each other ibr 
afiectmg what each is incapable of, the one to be 
wise, and the other gay j hut are extremely critical 
in then judgments of each other in their way to- 
waids what they pretend to Piumbeus acknow- 
ledges Levis to be a ir«an of gieat leach, because it 
is what Piumbeus never caied foi being thopglit 
himself, and Levis allows Piumbeus to be an agiee- 
able rake for the same leason. Now'- were these 
dear fi lends to be tree with each other, as they 
ought to be, they would chauge characters, and be 
both as commendable, instead of being as ndicu'* 
Iqus, as then capacities will adrmt of. 

Were it not too grave, aU that I would urge on 
^his subject is, that men are bewildered when they 
consider tliemselyc^ in any other view than that of 
strangers, who |«e in a place where it is no great 
matter whether they can, or unreasonable to expect 
they should, have every thip^ about them as well as 
at their own home, llus way of thinking is, per-* 
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liaps^ the only me that can put this being in a pro- * 
per postune tor the ease of society. Jt is certain, 
that this would reduce all faults into those which 
proceed from malice, or dislionesty : it would quite 
change our manner of beholding one another, and 
nothing that was not below a man’s nature, would 
be below his character. The arts of this life would 
be pioper advances towards the next 5 and a very 
good man would be a very fine gentleman. As it is 
now, human life is inverted, and we have not 
learned half the knowlet^e of this woild before we 
are dropping into another Thus, instead of the 
rapluies and contemplations which naturally attend 
a well-spent life from the approach of eternity, even 
we old fellows are afiaid of the ridicule of those who 
are born since tt$, and ashamed not to understand, 
as \iell as peevisli-to resign, the mode, the fashion, 
the ladies, the fiddles, balls, and w^hat not. 
Dick Reptile, who does not, want humour, is very 
pleasant at our club when he sees an old fellow 
touchy at being laughed at for any thing that is not 
in the mode, and bawls in his ear, “ Pr’ythee do not 
mind him j tell him thou art mortal.*’ 
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N“247. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1710. 


na fm arque mnus omttis tmnsa •uifh 
Fvo^ter ptucas^ qua omtes factunt dipta ut videamur mahm 
TER. Hecyr, i. 

How unjustly 

Do husbands stretch their censure to all wives 

For the offences of a few^ whose vices 

Reflect di&honouf on the rest* Colmant. 

By 3Vfrs. Jenny Distaff, Half Sister to 
Mr. Bickerstaff. 

From my own Apartment, November 6 . 

My brother having written the above piece of Latin, 
desired me to take care of the rest of the ensuing 
Paper. Towards this he bid me answer the follow- 
ing letter, and said, nothing I could write properly 
on the subject of it would be disagreeable to the 
motto. It IS the cause of my sex, and I therefore 
enter upon it with great alacrity. The epistle is li- 
terally thus : 

Edinburgh, OctoL 23 . 

Mr. Bickerstaff, 

I presume to lay before you an affair of mine, 
and begs youle be very sioceir in giving me your 
judgment and advice in this matter, which is as 
follows : 

A very agreeable young gentleman, who is en- 
dowed witii the good q^ities that can make a 
man complete, has mis long time maid love to me 
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in the most passional manner that was pos®l>‘Ie. 
He has left nothing unsa'd to make me believe l.m 
affections real ; and, in his letters, expressed him- 
self so hansomiv and so tenderly, that 1 had all the 
reason imaginabip to behve him sincere. In slioit, 
he positively has piomised me he would many me-: 
but 1 find all he said uothipg , foi when the qucstioa 
was put to him, he would not , but stil! would 
continue my humble servant, and would go on at 
the ouM inte, repeating the assurences of his fide*' 
iity, and at the same tinae has none in him He 
now \vr«ts to me in the same endearing style he ust 
to do, would have me spake to no man but hiia- 
seif His estate is in his ovm hand, hi^ father 
being dead My foriune^at my own disp<>sah TnmtJ 
btuig also dead, and to the full answers his estate. 
Pray, Su, be mgeinous, and tell me cordially, if 
you don*t think I shall do myself an injury if I keep 
company, or ? corospondar4ce any longer with this 
gentleman. I hope you will faver an honest North- 
Britain, as I am, with your advice m this amour; 
foi I am resolved just to follovv join duectiims. 
Sir, yon will do me a sensable pieasuie, and very 
great honoui, if you will please to insirt this poor 
SCI ole, vvitli your answer to it, in youi Tatler* 
Pray fail not to give me yom answer j tor on it 
depends the happiness of 

Disconsolat Almeira/’ 

Mad^m, 

I have frequently read over your letter, and 
nm of opinion, that, as lamentable as it is, it is the 
most common of any evil that attends oui sex* I 
am very much tionbled for the tenderness you ex- 
press to wauls yoiii lover, but icjoice at the same 
time that you can so far surmount your mclmauoai 
foT him, as to lesolv'c to dismiss when you 
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have my brotlier’s opimon for it. His sense of the 
matter he desired ine to communicate to you. Oh 
Aimer la * the common failing of our sex is to value 
the merit of ousr'^^iSvers rather from the grace of 
their address, thajJ'the sincenty of their hearts. 
He has expresse‘4 lumself so handsomely ^ Can you 
say that, after e reason to doubt his truth > 

It IS a melarSWioty^mg, that m tins cncumstance 
of love, which is t* most impoitant of all others 
in fenialo life,we ^«Ma!en,'*\vho are, they say, al- 
ways weak, ^ still -weakebt. The trae way of v a- 
Jumg a'fiian, 13 to consider h!s reputation among 
the men For want of this necessary rule towards 
our conduct, v l\en it is too late, we find ourselves 
man led to theutfitca&ts'ot that sex 5 and it is gene^ 
rally from being disagreeable among men, that fel- ^ 
lows endeavour to make themselves pleasmg" to us. 
The little accomplishments of coming into a room 
widx a good air, and telling, white they are with 
us, what we cannot hear among ourselves, usually 
make up the whole of a woman’s m^n’s ment. But 
if we, when we began to lefect upon our lovers, 
in the first place, considered what figures they 
make in the camp, at the bar, on the exchange, in 
tiieir countiy, or at court, we should behold them 
in quite another view than atpiesent. 

Were wc to behave ourselves according to this 
rule, wc should not have the just imputation of fa- 
vouring the silliest of mortals,*to the great scandal 
of the wisest, who value our favour as it advances 
their pleasuie, not tiieir reputation. In a word. 
Madam, if you would judge alight in love, you 
must look upon it as m a case of fiiendship. Were 
this gentleman treating with you for any thing but 
yourself, when you had consented to his offer, if 
he fell oSt) you would call him a cheat and an lux- 

VOL. T, . a 
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poster. There is, therefore, nothing left for you to 
do but to despise him, and youiself for doing it with 
regret. I am. 

Madam, &c." 

I have heaid it often argued m conversation, tliat 
this evil practice is owing to the perverted taste of 
the wits in the last generation. A libertine on the 
tJirone could very easily make the language and the 
fashion turn his own way. Hence it is that woman 
IS treated as a mistress, and not a wife. It is from 
the writings of those times, and tlie traditional ac- 
counts of the debauches of their men of pleasure, 
that the coxcombs now-a-days take upon them, 
forsooth, to be false swains, and perjured lovers. 
Methinks 1 feel all the woman rise in me, when I 
reflect npon the nauseous rogues that pretend to 
deceive us, wretches, that can never have it in 
their power to overreach anything living but their 
mi'itresses I In the name of goodness, if we are de- 
signed by nature as suitable companions to the other 
sex, why are we not treated accordingly > If we 
have merit, as some allow, why is it not as base in 
men to injure us, as one another ^ If we are the 
insignificants that otheis call us, whei^ is the tri- 
umph in deceiving us ? But when I look at the 
bottom of this disaster, and recollect the many of 
my acquaintance whom I have known in the same 
condition with the Northern Lass” that occasions 
this discourse, I must own I have ever found the 
perfidiousness of men has been generally owing to 
ourselves, and we have contributed to our own 
deceit. The truth is, we do not conduct ourselves, 
as we are com ted, but as we are inclined. When 
we let our imaginations take this unbridleci swing, 
it is not he that acts best is most lovely, but he that 
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IS most lovely acts best. When our humble ser- 
vants make their addresses, we do not keep om- 
selves enough disengaged to be judges of their merit; 
and we seldom give our judgment of our lo\er, 
until we have lost our judgment for him. 

While Clannda was passionately attended and ad* 
dressed to by Stiephon, who is a man of sense and 
knowlege m the world, and Cassio, who has a plen- 
tiful fortune, and an excellent understanding, she 
fell in love with Damon at a ball. From that mo- 
ment, she that was before the most reasonable ciea- 
ture of all my acquaintance, cannot hear Stiephon 
speak, but it is something so out oi the way of 
ladies conveisation and Cassio has never since 
opened his mouth before us, but slie whispers me. 

How seldom do riches and sense go together!” 
The issue of all this is, that for the love of Damon, 
who has neither experience, undei standing, nor 
wealth, she despises those advantages m the other 
two which she finds wanting in her lover , or else 
thinks he has them for no other reason but because 
be IS her lover. This, and many other instances, 
may be given in this town , but I hope thus much 
may suffice to prevent the growth of such eyiis at. 
Edinburgh, 


€1 % 



172 


TATt.ER, 


v° 248 . 


N“248. THURSDAY, NOVEMBERS, 1710, 


rn mrnm m MedtA stst iuUt itlva^ 

ViTgttai OS htthttumque g'^retii. VIRG. JEn. I. 318, 

3 jO * in the deep recesses of the wood 
Htfore in}» eyes a heatueous form appeats» 

A virg'n's diess aod modest she wears 

R WVNN«. 

By Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire.* 

J^rom my own Apaitvient, Novemler 8, 

It may perhaps appear iidiculous, but J must con-* 
fess, iis last summer, as I ^^asiifimgin Enheld- 
chase, I met a young lady whom I could haidly get 
out of my head, and, for aught J know, my lieait, 
evei since She was mounted on a pad, with a 
very well-fancied furnituie. She set her hoise with 
a veiy graceful dir, and, when I saluted hei with 
my hat, she bowed to me so obligingly, that w'he* 
ther It was hei civility or beauty that touched me so 
much, I know not, but I am siuel shall never 
forget her. She dwells in my imagmatioii in a 
figure so much to her advantage, that if 1 were to 
draw a picture of Youth, fdeajth. Beauty, or Mo* 
dcsty, I should represent any, or all of t{iem, m 
the person of that young woman. 

I do not find that there are any descriptions in the 
antieit poets so beautiful as those they diaw of 
nymphs in thejr pastoial dresses and esercises, 
Vngii gives Venus the habit of a Spartan huntre'^s 
when she is to put -dEneas in his way, and relieves 
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his cares with the most agreeable object imaginable, 
JJiana and her tiam aie always described as mhabi- 
t.uiis of the woods, and followers of the chase To 
be well diverted, is the safest guard to innocence ; 
and, methuiks, it should be one of the first things 
to be regarded among people of condition, to find 
out proper amusements for young ladies J cannot 
but think this of riding might easily be revived 
among them, \\hen thc\ consider how much it 
must contiibute to their beauty This would lay 
up the best poi tion tliey could bring into a tamny, a 
good stock of health, to transmit to their posterity. 
Such a charming bloom, as this gues the coun- 
tenance, lb veiy much preferable to the real or 
afiected feebleness or softness, which appear m the 
faces of oui modern beauties. 

The comedy, called, The Ladies Cure,** re- 
presents the aftectation of wan looks and iangu d 
glances to a very entt i taining extravagance. Thei e 
is, as the lady m the play complauis, soni»-thing ?o 
robust in perfect health, that it is with he’ a point 
of breeding and delicacy to app.’ar in p bhc with a 
sickly air But the natural gaiety^ and spir t which 
shine m the complexion ot such as form to them- 
selves a sort of dive! ting industrv by choosing re- 
creations th It are exercises, sui pwiss all the false or- 
naments and graces that can be put on by applying 
the whole dispenaaiy of a toilet. An healthy body, 
and a ^hearful mind, give Cuiarms as irresistible as 
inimitable. The beauteous Dyctmna, wno came to 
town last week, has, from the constant prospect in 
a delicious countiy, and the moderate exercise and 
joumies m the visits she made roun * 't t . » .J 

a certain life m her countenance, which w di in vain 
employ both the painters and the pOtts to le.) • t. 
The becoming negligence in her diess, the severe 
sweetness of her iooks^ and a certain innocent boid*^ 
a q 
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ness in all her behaviour, are the effect of the active 
recieations I am talking of. 

But instead of such, or any other as innocent and 
pleasing method of passing away their time with 
alacrity, we have many in town who spend their 
hours m an indolent state of body and mmd, with- 
out either recreations or reflections. I am apt to 
believe there are some parents imagine their daugh- 
ters will be accomplished enough, if nothing in- 
terrupts theii growth, or then shape. According 
to this method of education, I could name you 
twenty families, wheie all the girls hear of in this 
life IS, that it is time to rise and to come to dinner, 
as if they w'ere so insignificant as to be wholly pro- 
^ ided for when they are fed and clotlied. 

It IS with gieat indignation that I see such crowds 
of the female world lost to human society, and con- 
demned to a laziness, which makes life pass away 
W'lth less rehsh than in the hardest labour. Pa- 
Icstns in her drawing-rooiPi is supported by spirits 
to keep off the retuins of apleen and melancholy, 
before she can get over half of the day for want of 
something to do, while tiie wench m the kitchen 
sings and scowers from morning to night. 

The next disagreeable thing to a lazy lady, is 
a vejy busy one. A man of business in good com- 
pany, who gives an account of his abilities and dis- 
patches, IS hardly more insupportable than her they 
call a notable woman, and a manager. Lady Good- 
day, where I visited the other day, at a veiy polite 
ciicle, entertained a great lady w^th a recipe for a 
poultice, and gave us to understand, that she had 
done extraordinary cures since she w'as last in town. 
It seems a countryman had wounded himself with 
nis scythe as he was mowing j and we were obliged 
to hear of her charity, her medicine^ and her hu*« 
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miHty, in the haishest tone and coarsest language 
imaginable. 

What I would request in all this prattle is, that 
our females would either let us have their persons, 
or their minds, in such pertection as nature de* 
signed them. 

The way to this is, that those who are in the qua- 
lity of gentlewomen, should propose to themsdves 
some suitable method of passing away their time. 
This would furnish them with reflections and senti- 
ments proper for the companions of reasonable men, 
and prevent the unnatural marriages which happen 
eveiy day between the most accomplished women 
and the veriest oafs, the worthiest men and the most 
insignificant females* Were the general turn of 
women’s education of another kind than it is at 
present, we should want one another for more rea- 
sons than w’e do as the world now goes. The 
common design of parents, is to get their girls oif 
as well as they can , and they make no conscience of 
putting into our hands a bargain for oui whole life, 
which will make our heaits ache eveiy day of it. I 
shall, therefore, take this matter into serious consi- 
deration, and will propose, for the better improve- 
ment of the fair sex, a Female Libiary.” This 
collection of books shall consist of such authors as 
do not corrupt while they divert, but shall tend 
more immediately to improve them as they are 
women. They shall be such as shall not hurt a 
feature by the austerity of their reflections, nor 
cause one impeitinent glance by the wantonness of 
them. They shall all tend to ^vaoce the value of 
their innocence as virgins, improve their under* 
standing as wives, and regulate thdr tenderness as 
parents. It has been vexy often smd in these Lucu- 
brations, ^^that the ideas whidi most frequently 
pass through pur imaginations^ leaye traces of them* 
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selves in onr countenances ** There shall be a strict 
regard had to this in my Female Lilimy, which 
shall be furnished w ith nothing that shall give sup- 
pies to ostentation or impertinence , but the whole 
shall be so digested for the use of my students, 
tlidt they shall not go out of character in their in- 
quiries, but their knowledge appear only a culti- 
vated innocence. 


N®249. SATURDAY, NOVEMBERil, 1710, 


Ter varm caut^ per tot disetmim reruw^ 

Tettdmus ■ ■ VIRG*j£i).I ao8* 

ThiougU various hazards, and events, we move. 

Dryden. 

From my own Jpartment, Novemler lo. 

J w-AS last night visited by a friend of mine, who 
has an inexhaustible fund of discourse, and ne\ er 
fails to entertain his company with a variety of 
thoughts and hints that are altogetiier new and un- 
common. Whether it were m complaisance to my 
way of living, or his real opinion, he advanced tlie 
following paradox* that it required much greater 
talents to till up and become a retired life tlian a hfe 
of business Upon this occasion he rallied very 
agieeably the busy men of the age, who only valued 
themselves for being m motion, and passing through 
a senes of tuflmg and insignificant actions. In the 
heat of his discourse, seeing jpiece of money lying 
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on my table, " I defy,” sa} s he, any of these 
active peraons to produce liajf the adventmes that 
this Twelvepeunv-piece has been engaged in, were 
It pos-sible tor him to gi\e us an account ot his 
life ” 

My friend’s talk made so odd an irapies^ion upon 
my mind, that soon after I was a^bed I fell msen-- 
sii)iy into an unaccountable leverie^ that had neither 
moiai noi design in it, and cannot be so propeiiy 
called a dieam as a dehiiuw, 

Methowght the Shillirsg that lay upon the table 
reaied itscit upon its edge, and, turning the face 
towards me, opened its moutli, and in a soft sii\er 
sound, gave me tiie following account ot his life and 
ad\ entures . 

I waa bom,” says he, on the side of a moun- 
tain, near a little village of Pem, and made a 
%’oyage to England in an ingot, under the com oy of 
>8n Fiancis Dialie. I was, soon alter my arrival^ 
taken out ot my Indian habit, refined, naturalized, 
and put into the British mode, witii the face of 
Queen Elizabeth on one side, and tiic aims of the 
country on the other. Being thus equipped, i 
found in me a wonderful inclination to s amble, and 
visit all the paits of the new woild into which I was 
bioughf. The people very much favoured my na- 
tural dispobition, and slutted me so fast fioin band 
to hand, that, betbie I was five years old, 1 had 
traveiltd mto almost every comer of the nation. 
But in the beginning of my sixth }ear, to my un-*- 
speakable giief, I fdl into the hands of a miserable 
old fellow, who clapped me into an iion chest* 
where 1 tound five handled more of my own (juas- 
iity w ho lay under the same confinement The only 
relief \\ e had, was to be taken out and counted 
over m tlic fie&h air eveiy mosnmg and evening. 
After an unprisonmcnt of several years* we heard 
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somebody knocking at our chest, and breaking it 
open with an hammer. This w^e found was the old 
man's heir, who, as his father lay dying, was so 
good as to come to our release.. He separated us 
that veiy day. What was the fate of my compa- 
nions I know not : as for mysG% I was sent to the 
apothecaiy's shop fm a pint of sach. The apothe^ 
carygavemeto an herb- woman, the heib-woman 
to a butcher, the butcher to a brewer, and the 
brewer to his wife, w'bo made a present of me to a 
non-confoi mist preacher Aftei this manner I made 
my w'a> merrilj'' through the w'oildj foi, as I lold 
you befoie, we Shillings love nothing so much as 
travelling. I sometimes fetched in a shoulder of 
mutton, sometimes a play-book, and often had the 
satisfaction to treat a templer at a twelve penny or- 
dinary, or carry him *wUh three f fiends to West- 
minster *hall. 

In the midst of this pleasant progress w'hicli I 
made from place to place, J was arrested by a su- 
perstitious old woman, who shut me up m a gieasy 
purse, in pursuance of a foolish saying, ‘ that while 
she kept a Queen Elizabeth’s shilling about her, 
she should -never be without money.’ I continued 
here a close prison^*! for many months, until at last 
1 was exchanged for eight-and-forty farthings. 

J thus rambled fiom pocket to pocket until the 
beginmng of the civil wars, when, to my shame be 
it spoken, I w^as employed in raising soldieis against 
the king . foi , being of a veiy tempting breadth, a 
Serjeant made use of me to inveigle country fellows, 
and list them into the service of the pailiament. 

As soon as he had made one man sure, his w^ay 
was, to oblige him to take a shilling of a more 
homely figure, and then practise the same tiicfc 
upon another. Thus I continued doing great mis- 
cliief to the crown, until my officer chancing one* 
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morning to walk abroad earlier than ordinaiy, sa- 
cnhced me to his pleasures, and made use of me to 
seduce a miik-maid. This wench bent me, and 
gave me to her sweetheart, applying more propeiiy 
than she intended the usual form of, * to my love 
and fiom my love.’ This ungenerous gallant mar- 
lying her within a few days after, pawned me for a 
diamof biandy; and dunking me out next day, I 
was beaten flat with an hammer, and again set 
a-running. 

" After many adventures, which it would be te- 
dious to relate, I was sent to a young spendthrift, 
in company with the will of his deceased father* 
The young fellow, who I found was very extrava- 
gant, gave great demonstrations of joy at receiving 
the will , but opening it, he found himself disin- 
herited, and cut off nom the possession of a fair 
estate by virtue of my being made a present to him* 
This put him into such a passion, that, after having 
taken me in his hsnd, and cursed me, he squirred 
me away from him as far as he could fling me. I 
chanced to light in an unfrequented place under a 
dead wall, where I hy undiscovered and useless 
duung the usurpation of Oliver Cromwell. 

About a yW after the kings return, a poor 
cavalier, that was walking there about dinner-time, 
fortunately cast his eye upon me, and, to the great 
joy of us both, earned me to a cook’s shop, where 
he dined upon me, and drank the king’s health. 
When I came again into the world, I found that I 
had been happier in my retirement than I thought, 
having probably by tliat means escaped wearing a 
monstrous pair of breeches. 

Benff low of gieat credit and antiquity, I 
W3$ ratbet looked upon as a medal than an ordinary 
com ; lor winch reason a gamester laid hold of me, 
and converted me to a counter, haying got tc^ether 
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some dozens of ns fot thst use. ^^e led e nieliin- 
choly hte m bis possession, being busy at those 
hcairs -wherein current coin is at rest, and pai taking 
the fate of our mastei , being in a few moments 
■w'ued at a crown, a pound, or a sixpence, accoid- 
iDff to the situation in which the fortune of the caids 
placed us. I had at length the good luck to sec iny 
master break, by which means I was again sent 
abroad under my priimUve denommaUoii of a 

^ “ I *shaU pass over many other accidents of less 
moment, and hasten to that fatal catastrophe when 
I fell into the hands of an aitist, who conveyed me 
under giound, and, with an unmerciful pair of 
sheers, cat oft my titles, clipped my brims, re- 
trenched my shape, lubbed me to my inmost ring j 
and. 111 shoit, so spoiled and pillaged me, that he 
did not leave me worth a gioat You may think 
wbiit contusion I was in to see myself thus cm tailed 
aud disfiguied. I should have been ashamed to 
have sliewn my head, had not all my old acouam- 
tance been reduced to the same slianieful figure, 
excepung some few that weie punched tlirougli the 
belly, ft the midst of this geneial calanuU, when 
eieiy body thought oui niisfoitune inetrievable, and 
out case desperate, wc weie thrown into the fur- 
nace ti^etiier, and, as it often happens with cities 
rising out of a fire, appeared with greater beauty 
and lustre than we could ever boast of befoie 
What has happened to me since this change of sex 
•which you now see, I shall take some other oppoi- 
tunity to relate. In the mean time, I shall only 
repeat two adventures, as being veiy extraordinary, 
and neither of them having ever happened to me 
above once in my life Thefiistwas, my being in 
a poet's pocket, who was so taken with the biight- 
ness and novelty of my appearance, that it gave oc- 
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casion to the finest burlesque poem in the British 
language, entituled, from me. The Splendid Shilling. 
The second adventoie, which I must not omit, 
happened to me in the year i 7Q3» when I was given 
away in chanty to a blind man j but indeed this 
was by mistake, the person who gave me having 
thio\^n me heedlessly into the hat among a penn>- 
worth of fai things.” 


N'250. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, nio. 


Sen enmjuitiM gmtna suspended lance 

Anctpitn Ithra ^ PERS. IV. fo^ 

Know’st thou, with equal han^, to hold the settle > 

Drvosk. 

From my own Apartment, Novemheri^. 

I LAST winter erected a court of justice for the cor- 
recting of several enormities in dress and behaviour, 
which aie not cognizable m any othei courts of tins 
realm. The vintner’s case, which I there tried, is 
stiii fresh in every man’s memory. That of fne 
petticoat gave also a general satisfaction: noi to 
mention the more important points of the cane and 
perspective; an which, if I did not give judgments 
and deciees accoiding to the &trictesL rules of 
equity and justice, I can safely say, I acted accord- 
ing to the best of my undei standing But as for the 
proceedings of that court, I shall refer my reader to 

VOL. Y. R 
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m account of them, written by iny secretajyj 
which is now in the press, and will shortly be pub- 
lished under the title of Lilhe's “ Reports 

As I last }ear presided over a court of justice, it 
is my intention this yeai to set myself at the head 
of a couitot honour* 1 here is no couit of this na- 
ture any wheie at present, except in France; wheie, 
according to the be«t of my intelligence, it consists 
of such onl) as aie marshals of that kingdom I am 
likewise informed, that there is not one of that ho- 
nourable boaid at present, who has not been driven 
out of the held by the duke of Mailborough but 
whether this be only an accidental or a necessary 
<jna)ification, 1 must confess, I am not able to de- 
itimme. ^ 

As ior the court of honour of which I am here 
speaking, I intend to sit myselt in it as president, 
with «e%erai men ot honour on my right-hand, and 
women of virtue on my iHt, as my assistants. The 
lirst place on the beach I have given to an old 
Tangereen captain with a wooden leg. The second 
is a gentleman of a long twisted peuwng without a 
cuirin it, a muff w'lth very little hair ujion it, and a 
tin ead -bare coat with new buttons , being a person 
of gieat worth, and second buither to a man of qua*- 
Iity. The thud h a gentleman U'-her, extiemely 
well read in unuanccs, and grandson to one of the 
gicatftst wits in Germany, who was some time 
niastei of the ceremonies to the duke of Wolfem** 
battle 

As for those who sit farther on my right-hand, 
as it IS usual m public couits fj they are such as will 

* L n e 

•*- I I'ls huufs {« the masters m cHancerv, who s t on tlif 
beuUx With the ct a itcUor, M j>4 ajjtf of tlie court. 
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fill up tlie number of faces upon the bench;^ and 
fcerve rather for ornament t>*an use. 

The chief upon my lett-hand are. 

An old maiden lady, tl^at piesen-es some of the 
best blood of England in her veins. 

A Welsh woman of a little stature, but high 
spiiit. 

An old prude, that has censured every marriage 
for these thirty years, and is lately wedded to a 
young rake. 

Having thus furnished my bench, I shall esta- 
blish correspondences with the horse-guards, and 
the veterans of Chelsea^College ; the former to fur- 
nish me with twelve men ot honour as often as I 
shall have occasion for a grand jury , and the latter, 
with as many good men and true, for a petty 
jury. 

As for the women of virtue, it will not be diffi- 
cult for me to find them about midnight at crimp 
and basset 

Having given this public notice of my court, I 
must furtiier add, that I intend to open ’ it on this 
day sevennight, being Monday the twentieth in- 
stant ; and do hereby invite all such as ha\e suffered 
injuries and affronts, that are not to be redressed bj 
the common laws of this land, whether they be short 
bows, cold salutations, superciHous looks, unre- 
tiunedsmiies, distant behaviour, or forced familia- 
rity j as also all such as have been aggrieved by any 
ambiguous expression, accidental ju&tle, or unkind 
repartee ; likewise all such as have been defrauded 
of their right to the wall, tricked out of the upper 
end of the table, or have been suffered to place 
themselves, in their own wrong, on the back-seat 
of the coach. These^^ and all of tlicse, I do, as I 
above said,^ invite to bring in their several cases and 
& z 
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complaints, in which they shall be relieved with all 
imaginable expedition. 

1 am very sensible, that the ofiice I have now 
taken upon me will engage me m the disquisition of 
many weighty points, that daily peiplex the youth 
of the British nation ; and, therefoie, I have al- 
ready discussed several of them for my future use : 
as, how fai a man may brandish his cane in telling 
a story, without insulting his heaier w^hat de- 
gree of contiadiction amounts to the he how a 
man shall resent anothei’s staring and cocking a hat 
in his face,” if asking pardon is an atonement for 
treading upon one’s toes 3 ” wdietber a man may 
put up with a box on the ear, leceived from a 
stranger in the dark 5 ” or, whether a man of ho- 
nour may take a blow of his wife,” with several 
other fiubtilties of the like nature. 

For my direction in the duties of my office, I 
have furnished myself with a certain astrological 
pair of scales, which I have contiived for this pur- 
pose* In one of them I lay the injuries, in the 
other the reparations. The first are represented by 
little weights made of a metal resembling iron, and 
the other of gold. These are not only hghtei than 
the weights made use of in avoirdupois, but also 
such as are used in Troy-weight. The heaviest of 
those that represent the lujunes amount but to a 
scruple 5 and decrease by so many sub-divisions, 
that there are several imperceptible weights which 
cannot be seen without the help of a very fine mi- 
croscope. I might acquaint my leadei, that these 
scales were made under the influence of the sun 
Xvhen he was in Libra, and describe many signa- 
tmes on the weights both ot injury and reparation: 
but as this would look lather to proceed from an 
ostentation of my own ait, than anycaie for thft 
pubhcj I shall pass it over in silence. 
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^isnam tgtiurhherf Sapiens^ stht qut impemms ; 

^em neque pauper tes^ tuque tnors, nee vtncu/a terrent f 
Mespemare cupfattf^us, eontemaere borores 
IPerits^ et tn seipso totus ; feres atque rrauttdtts^ 

Mxterm ne quia vaUat per iave tnorari ; 

Lt quern manea rutt semper fertuna^ 

HOR.4 Sat. Vn.83. 

Who then is free ?-^The wise, wlio well maintains 
An empire o*er himself $ whom neither chains, 

}Torwant, nor death, with slavish fear inspire. 

Who boldly answers to his warm desire, 

Who can ambition's vainest gifts despise. 

Film in himself who on himself relies, 

Polish'd and round who runs his proper coarse, 

And breaks misfortuae with superior force. 

FjLAsrcxs. 

From wy own Apartment, November 1 5 . 

It is uecessai^'' ^^7 3°^ bappy life, to possess 
our minds m such a manner as to be always well sa- 
tisfied with om own reflections. Tlie way to this 
state is to measure our actions by our own opinion, 
and not by tliat of the rest of the world. The sense 
of other men ought to prevail over us in things of 
less consideiatlon, but not in concerns where tiutli 
and honour aie engaged. When we look into the 
bottom of things, what at first appears a paradox is 
a plain truth; and those professions, which, for 
want of being duly weighed, seem to proceed from a 
sort of romantic philosophy, and ignorance of the 
woild, ailer a little reflection, are so reasonable. 
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that it is direct madness to walk hy any other rules, 
rriius to contradict our desires, and to conquer the 
impulses of our ambition, if they do not fall in with 
what we in our inward sentiments approve, is . so 
much our interest, and so absolutely necessary to 
our real happiness, that to contemn all the wealth 
and power m the world, where they stand in com- 
petition with a man’s honour, is rathei good sense 
than greatness of mind. 

Did we consider that the mind of a man is the 
man himself, we should think it the most unnatural 
sort of sdf-murder to sacrifice the sentiment of the 
soul to gratify the appetites of the body. Bless us ! 
is it possible, that when the. necessities of life are 
supplied, a man would flatter to be rich, or cir- 
cumvent to be powerful ! When we meet a poor 
wretch, urged with hunger and cold, asking an 
dms, we are apt to think this a state we could 
rather starve than submit to : but yet how much 
more despicable is his condition, who is above ne- 
cessity, and yet shall resign his reason and his in- 
tegrity to purchase superfluities ! l^oth these are ab- 
ject and common beggars j but sure it is less despi- 
cable to beg a supply to a man’s hunger than his 
vanity. But custom and general prepossessions have 
so far prevailed over an unthinking world, that those 
necessitous creatures, who cannot relish life with- 
out applause, attendance, and equipage, are so far 
from making a contemptible figure, that distressed 
virtue is less esteemed than successful vice. But if 
a man’s appeal, in cases that regard his honour, 
were made to his own soul, there would he a basis 
and standing rule for our conduct, and w'e should 
always endeavour rather to be, than appear ho^ 
noMrable, Mr. Collier, in his Kssay on Forti- 
tude,” has treated this subject with gi eat wit and 
magnanimity. What/' says he^ can be Qioie 
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honourable than to have couiage enough to execute 
the commands of reason and conscience 5 to main- 
tain the dignity of our nature, and the station as- 
signed us > to be proof against poverty, pain, and 
death itself^ I mean so far as not to do any thing 
that is scandalous or sinful to avoid them ^ to stand 
adversity under all shapes with decency and reso- 
lution * To do tins, is to be great above title and 
fortune. This argues the soul of an hea\ enly exr 
traction, and is worthy the offspring of the Deity.” 

What a generous ambition has this man pointed 
to us * When men have settled in themsehes a con- 
viction, by such noble precepts, that there is no- 
thing honourable which is not accompanied with in- 
nocence , nothing mean but what has guilt in it , I 
say, when they have attained thus much, though 
poverty, pain, and death, may still retain their 
terrors j yet riches, pleasures, and honours, will 
easily lose their charms, if t|iey stand between us 
and our integnty. 

What is here said with allusion to fortune and 
fame, may as justly be applied to wit and beauty; 
for these latter are as adventitious as the other, and 
as little concern the essence of the soul. They are 
all laudable in the man who possesses them, only 
for the just application of them. A bright imagi- 
nation, while It is subservient to an honest and 
noble soul, is a faculty which makes a man justly 
admired by mankind, and furnishes ' him with re- 
flections upon his own actions, which add delicates 
to the feast of a good conscience but when wit 
descends to wait upon sensual pleasures, ot promote 
tlie base purposes of ambition, it is then to be con- 
temned in proportion to its excellence. If a man 
will not resolve to place the foundation of his hsp- 
pinejss in his own mmd, life is a bewiUyred and un- 
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happy state, incapable of rest or tranquillity. For 
to such a one, the general applause of valour, wit, 
nay of honesty itseliv can give him but a veiy feeble 
comfort 5 since it is capable of being interrupted by 
any one who wants eithei undei standing or good- 
natnie to see or acknowledge such excellencies. 
This lule is so necessary, that one may \eiy safely 
say, it is impossible to know any true relish of our 
being without it. Look about you in common life 
among the ordinary race of mankind, and you will 
find merit in every kind is allowed only to those who 
ai£ in particular districts or sets of company but, 
since men can have little pleasure m these faculties 
which dencminate them persons of distinction, let 
them git<e up such an empty pursuit, and think no- 
thing essentipi to happiness bat what is in their own 
power 3 the capacity of reflecting u ith pleasure on 
then o^\n actions, however they aie in tei preted. 

It is so evident a tanth, that it is only in our own 
bosoms we are to seaich foi any thing to make us 
happy, that it is, melhinks, a disgrace to our na- 
ture to talk of taking our measures from thence 
Old) , as a matter ot fortitude. When all is well 
there, the vicissitudes and di&tincti<»ns of life aie the 
mere scenes of a drama 3 and he will never art his 
part well, who has his thoughts more fixed upon 
ihe applause of the audience than the design of hia 
part. 

The life of a man vi ho acts with a steady inte- 
grity, without valuing the interpretation of his 
actions, hw’s but one uniform regular path to move 
in, wbeie he cannot meet opposition, or fear am- 
I cfca'de. Oa the other tide, the least deviation 
fiom the rules of honour introduces a train of num- 
leiless evils, and involves him in inexplicable mazes. 
He that has entered into guilt has bid adieu to rest it 

I 



W® 253 .’ TATLER. 189 

and every criminal has his share of the misery ex- 
pressed so emphatically m the tragedian^ 

Macbeth shall sleep no more ! 

It was with detestation of any other grandeur but 
the calm command of his own passions, that the 
excellent Mr, Cowley cries out with so much 
justice I 

If e*er Ambition dtd my fancy cheat, 

With any thought fo mean as to be gieat. 

Continue, Heaven, still from me to remove 
The humble blessings of that life I love t 


N*252. SATUBDAY.NOVEMBER 18,1710. 


Nartafuret prisei Catonis 

Sape mero cMuiise vtttuu H0R« 3 Od. XXU xr« 

Of old 

Cato’s virtue, we are told, 

Often with a bumper glow’d, 

And With social rapcoies ’d. Francis. ] 

'Fmn my own Apartment, Novemler 17. 

The following letter, and several otliei s to the same 
purpose, accuse me of a rigour of which I am far 
from bdng guilty, to wit, die disallowing the cheat- 
ful use of wme. 

4 From my Country House, October 1 ^ 5 . 

Ma* Bickerstaff, 

** Your discourse against drinking, in Tuesday’s 
Tader, 1 like well enough in the main ; but, in my 
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humble opinion, you are become too rigid, where 
you say to this effect . IFeie there only this shig/e 
consideration, that we are the less wa^iters of our-^ 
selves if we diink the least piopoition beyojid the ex^ 
igence of thirst I hope no one dunks wine to allay 
this appetite. This seems to be designed for a loftier 
indulgence of natuie; for itwerehaid to suppose 
that the Author of Nature, who imposed upon her 
her necessities and pains, does not allow her her 
proper pleasures j and we may reckon among the 
latter the moderate use of the giape. Though I ana 
as mu<^ against excess, or whatever approaches it, 
as yourself j yet I conceive one may safely go far- 
ther than the bounds you there prescribe, not only 
without foifeiting the title of being one’s own 
master, but also to possess it m a much greater de- 
gree* If a man’s expressing himself upon any sub- 
ject with more life and vivacity, more vaiiety of 
ideas, more copiously, more fluently, and more to 
the purpose, argues it j he thinks clearer, speaks 
more ready, and with greater choice of compie- 
hensive and significant terms. I have the good for- 
tune now to be intimate with a gentleman * re- 
markable for this temper, who has an inexhaustible 
source of wit to entertain the curious, the grave, 
the humourous, and the frolic, ^ He can transform 
hmiself into diiferent shapes, and adapt himself to 
cveiy company j yet in a coffee-house, or m the 
ordinary couise of affairs, he appears rather dull 
than sprightly. You can seldom get him to the ta- 
vern } but when once he is arrived to his pint, and 
begins to look about and like his company, you ad- 
mire a thousand things in him, which Before lay 
buried. Then you discover the brightness of his 
mind, and the strength of his judgment, accompa- 


* Mr. Adduoa. 
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nied with the most graceful mirth. In a word, by 
this enlivening aid, he is whatever is poluc, in- 
structive, and diverting. What makes him still 
more agreeable is, that he tells a stoiy, serious or 
comical, with as much delicacy of humour as Cer- 
vantes himself. And for ail this, at other times, 
even after a long knowledge of him, you shall 
scarce discern in this incomparable person a whit 
more, than what might be expected from one oi a 
common capacity. Doubtless, there are men of 
great parts mat are guilty of downright bashfiilness. 
Slat, by a strange hesitation and reluctance to speak, 
murder the finest and most elegant thoughts, and 
render the most lively conceptions flat and heavy. 

** In this case, a certain quantily of my white or 
red cordial, which you will, is an easy, but an in- 
fallible remedy. 'It awakens the judgment, quick- 
ens the memory, lipens the understanding, dis- 
perses melancholy, chears the hearty in a word, 
restores the whole man to himielf and his fi lends, 
without the least pain or indisposition to the patient. 
To be taken only m the evening, in a reasonable 
quantity, before going to-bed. Rote; My bottles 
are sealed with &ree flower-de-luces and a bunch 
of grapes . Beware of counterfeits. I am your most 
humble servant, &c.’* 

Whatever has been said against the use of wine, 
upon the supposition that it enfeebles the mind, and 
lendeis it unfit for the duties of life, bears forcibly 
to the advantage of that delicious juice in cases where 
it only hei^tens conversation, and brings to light 
agreeable talents, which otherwise would have 5in 
Cl cealed under the oppression of an unjust modesty. 
I must acknowledge I jhave seen many of the temper 
mentioned by this cijrrespondent^ and own wine 
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may very allowably be used, in a degree above the 
supply of mere necessity, by such as labour under 
melancholy^ or are tongue-tied by modesty. It is 
certainly a very agreeable change, when we see a 
glass raise a lifeless conveisation into all the plea- 
sures of wit and good-humour. But when Caska 
adds to bis natural impudence the fluster of a 
bottle, that which fools called fire when he w^as 
sober, all men abhor as outrage when he is drunk. 
Thus he, that in the morning was only saucy, is in 
the evening tumultuous. It makes one sick to hear 
one of these fellow's say, they love a friend and a 
bottle.” Noisy mirth has something too rustic m it, 
to be considered without tenor by men of polite- 
ness but while the discourse improves in a well- 
chosen company, from the addition of spints which 
flow from moderate cups, it must be acknowledged, 
that leisure-time cannot be more agieeably, or per- 
haps more usefully, employed, than at such meet- 
ings. Theie is a certain prudence in this, and all 
other circumstances, which makes right or wrong 
in the conduct of ordinary life. Sir JeofFrey Wild- 
acie has nothing so much at heart, as^tbat his son 
should know the w'oild betimes. For this end he 
introduces him among the sots of his own age, 
wheie the boy leains to laugh at his father from the 
familiarity with which he sees him treated by his 
equals This the old fellow calls ** living well w*ith 
his heir, and teaching him to be too much his fiiend 
to be impatient for his estate.” But, for the more 
exact legulation ot society m this and other matters, 
I shall publish tables of the characters and relations 
among men, and by them mstiuct ihc town, in 
making sets and companies for a bottle. This hu- 
mour of Sir jeoffrey shall b^ taken notice of in the 
first place , for there is, methinks, sort of incest , 
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in drunkenness, and sons are not to behold fathers 
stopped o£*all reverence. 

It IS shocking iu nature for the young to see 
those, whom they should Jia\e an awe for, in cir- 
cumstances of contenjpl. I shall therefore utterly 
forbid, that those whom natuie should admonish to 
avoid too gross familiarities, shall be received into 
paities of pleasure where there is the least danger of 
excess. I should run thiough the whole doctrine of 
drinking, but that my thoughts are at piesent too 
much employed in the modelling my Court of 
Honour,” and altering the seats, benches, bar, and 
canopy, from that of the court wherein I, last win- 
ter, sat upon causes of less moment. By the way, 
I shall take an oppoitamty to examine, what me- 
thod IS to be taken to make joiners and other arti- 
ficers get out of a house they have once entered 5 
not forgetting to tie them under proper regulations. 
It is fgr want of such rules that 1 have, a day or 
two longer than I expected, been tormented and 
deafened with hammers , iiibomuch, that I neither 
can pursue tins discourse, nor answer the following, 
and many other letters of the highest importance. 

Mr Bxckerstaff, 

"VVe are man and wife, and ha'vc a boy and a 
gill; the lad seventeen, the maiden sixteen. We 
aie quarrelling about some parts of rheir education. 
I Ralph cannot bear that 1 must pay for the girl’s 
leaining on the spinnet, when I know she has no 
car. I Budget have not patience to have my son 
whipped because he cannot make verses, -when I 
know he IS a blockhead. Pray, Sir, inform us, is it 
abboUndy necessary that all who w^eai bieeches 
must be taught to rhyme , all in petticoats to touch 
fiu mbtiuraent!^ Please to interpose in tins and the 

VOL. V. ^ fi 
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like casesj to end much solid distress wWdh arises 
from trifling causes, as it is common m wdlock, 
and you will very much oblige us and ours. 


Ralp 

Bjelidoet 


j YoKEPSIrtOW*** 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBERSl, 1710. 


— Ptftat* gravm ae mmtis u forte vifum quern 
Cottsfexere^ alent^ arnetnque aurthus astart, 

VIRG. ^n. j. 155, 

If then some grave and pious msn appear, 

Ttiey i'ttsh tbeir noise, and lend a iibceiiing eat . 

Das nesr* 

Prom my owp, Apartment^ Navemifr 20 . 

Extract of the Journal of the Court <rf|fonour, 1 7 10 . 

Dteeljuna^ vueum Nvuetn^fxs, hrSmxS antemetfdtaua. 
The court being sai, an oath prepared by the Censor 
was administered to the assistants on his right-hand, 
who were all sworn upon their honour. The women 
on Ins left-hand took the same oath upon their re- 
putation. Twelve gentlemen of the horse-guards 
were irapannelled, having unanimously chosen Mr. 
Alexander Tiuncheon, who is their right-hand man 
in the troop, tor their foreman in the jury. Mr^ 
Tiuiich^n immediately drew his sword, and, hold- 
ing it with the point towards his oeto body, pre- 
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seated it to the Censor. Mr. Bickerstaff received 
it ; and, after having surveyed the breadth of the 
blade, and sharpness of the point, with more than 
ordinary attention^ returned it to tlie forenaan m a 
very graceful manner. The rest of die juiy, upon 
the delivery of the sword to their foreman, drew all 
of them togetiber as one man, aijd saluted the bench 
with such an air, as signi&d the most re!>igned 
submission to those who commanded them, and the 
greatest magnanimity to execute what they should 
command. 

Mr. Bickerstaff, after having received the com- 
pliments on his nght-hand, cast his eye upon the 
left, where the whole female jury paid their respects 
by a low courtesy, and by laying their hands upon 
their mouths. Their forewoman was a professed 
Ratonist, that had spent much of her time in ex- 
horting the sex to set a just value upon their peiaons, 
and to make the men know themselves. 

There followed a profound silence, when at 
length, after some recollection, the Censor, who 
continued hitherto uncovered, put on bis hat with 
great dignity j and, after having composed the 
bnms of it in a manner suitable to the gravity of 
his cliaracter,^he gave the following charge i which 
was received with silence and attention, that being 
the only applause which he admits of, or is ever 
given in his presence. 

y The nature of my ofHce, and the solemnity of 
this occasion, requinng that I should open my hrst 
session with a speech, I shall cast what I have to 
say under two prinapal heads. 

Under the first, I shall endeavour to show the 
necessity and usefulness of this new-erected court j 
and, under the second, I shall give a word of ad- 
vice and instruction to every constituent part of it. 

8 z 



196 TATMR. K* 2$3. 

As for the fiist, it is well observed by Phaedrus, 
an heathen poet } 

JNist uttle e$t ^od faemuSf frmtra est glttrta* 

^Vhich is the same^ ladies^ as if I should say, it 
would be of no reputation for me to be piesidcnt of 
a court which is of^o benefit to the public. Now 
the advantages that may arise to the weaUpMtc 
from this institution will moie plainly appear, if we 
consider what it suffers for the want of it. Are not 
our streets daily filled with wild pieces of justice^ 
and random penalties? Are not crimes undeter- 
mined, and reparations disproportioned ^ How often 
have we seen the lie punished by death, and the liar 
himself deciding his own cause! nay, not only 
acting the judge, but the e\ecutionei * Have we not 
hnown a box on the ear more severely accounted for 
than manslaughter > In tliese extra-judicial pio- 
ceedings of mankind, an unmannerly jest is fre- 
quently as capital as a premeditated murder. 

Bat the most pernicious circumstance in this 
case IS, that the man who sufihrs the injury must 
put himself upon the same foot of danger with him. 
that gave it, before he can have his just revenge ; 
so that the punishment is altc>gether accidental, 
and may fall as well upon the innocent as the 
guilty. 

I shall only mention a case which happens fre- 
quently among the more polite nations of the world, 
and which I the rather mention, because both sexes, 
aie conceined in it, and which therefore you gen- 
tlemen, and you ladies of the jury, will tne rather 
take notice of , I mean, that great and known case 
of cockoldom.^ Supposing the person who has suf- 
fered insjilts in bis dearer and better halfj siip- 
posing, I say, this person should resent the injuries 
done to his tender wife j what is the reparation he 
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may expect? Why, to be used worse than his poor 
Jady, run through the body, and left breatl)less upon 
die bed of honour. What then, will you on niy 
right-hand say, must the man do that is affronted ? 
Must our sides be elbowed, our shins broken ? Must 
the wall, or perhaps our mistress, be taken from 
us? May a man knit his forehead into a frown, 
toss up his arm, or pish at what we say, and irust 
the villain live after it ? Is tliere no redress for in- 
jured honour ? Yes, gentlemen, tliat is die design 
of the judicature we have here established. 

" A court of conscience, we very well know, 
was first instituted for the detenuining of several 
points of pioperi^, that were too little and trivial 
for the cognizance of higher courts of justice.^ In 
the same manner, our court of honour is appointed 
for the examination of several niceties and punc- 
tilios, that do not pass for wrongs in the eye of our 
common laws. But notwithstanding no legislators 
of any nation have taken into consideiation these 
Jutle circumstances, they are such as often lead to 
crimes big enough for their inspection, though they 
come before them too late for their redress. 

"Besides, I appeal to you, ladies, ('here Mr* 
Bicierstaff turned to his kfi-*hand) if these are not 
the little stings and thorns m life, that make it more 
uneasy than its most substantial evils > Confess in- 
genuously, did you never lose a morning's devotions 
•because you could not ofrer them up from the highest 
place of the pew ? Have you not been in pain, even 
at a ball, because another has been taken out to 
dance before you ? Do you love any of your friends 
so much as those that are below you Or, have 
yortj any favourites that walk on your right-band ? 
You have answered me in your looks i I ask m 

S3 
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" I come BOW to the second part of my discourse, 
which obliges me to address myself in particular to 
the respective members of the court, in which I 
shall be very brief. 

As for you gentlemen and ladies, my assistants 
and grand juries, I have made choice of you on my 
right hand, because I know you very jealous of your 
honour j and you on my left, because I know you 
very much concerned for the reputation of others 5 
- for which reason I expect great exactness and im>« 
partiality in your verdicts and judgments. 

i must/ in the next place, address mysdf to 
you, gentlemen of the counsel 5 you all know that I 
have not chosen you for your knowlege in the li- 
tigious parts of the law •, but because you have all of 
you formerly fought duels, of which I have reason 
to think you have repented, as being now settled in 
the peac'^aole state of benchers. My advice to you 
Is, ot^y that in your pleadings you will be short and 
expressive. To which end, you are to banish out 
of your discourses all synonymous terms, and unne- 
cessaiy muliiphcation of verbs and nouns. 1 do 
moicover forbid you the use of the words also and 
likewise and must further declare, that if I eat^ 
nny one among you, upon anjr pretence whatsoever, 
using the particle or, 1 shall instantly order him to 
be stnppc^d of his- gown, and thrown over the bar. 

This is a true copy : 

Chaxlbs Lillie.'* 
N. B. The sequel of the proceedings of this day 
wil) be published on Tuesday next. 
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N®254. THURSDAYjNO VEMBER23, 1710. 


S^^ndidi mnditx HOR^ t.OJ sii. 35. 

Gloriously filse-— Francis. 

From my own AportmenU j^ovemler aa. 
There are no books which I mOTe dehght in than 
in travels, especially those that describe remote 
conntiies, and give the writer an opportunity of 
showing his parts without incurring any dangei of 
being eiiamined or contradicted. Among all the 
authors of this kind, our renowned countryman, 
Sii John Mandeville, has distinguished himself, by 
the copiousness of his invention, and the greatness 
of his genius. The second to Sir John I take to 
have been Ferdinand Mendez Pinto, a person of in- 
duite adventure, and unbounded imagination. One 
reads the v^ages of these two great u jts, with as 
much astonishment as the travels of Ulysses zn 
Homer, or of the Red-Cross Knight in Spenser. 
Allis enchanted ground, and fairy-land. 

I have got into my hands, by great chance, several 
manuscripts of these two eminent authors, which 
are filled with greater wonders than any of those 
they have communicated to the public $ and indeed, 
were they not so weU attested, they would appear 
altogether improbable. I am apt to think the inge- 
nious authors did not publish them with the rest of 
their works, lest they should pass for fictions and 
fables ; a cautioo not unnccessaiy, •when the repu- 
stationof their veracity was uot yet established in 
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the woild. But as this reason has now no further 
weight, I shall make the public a present of these 
curious pieces, at such times as I shall find myself 
unprovided with other subjects. 

The present Paper I intend to £11 with an extract 
from Sir John’s Journal, in which that learned and 
worthy knight ^ves an account of tiie freezing and 
thawing of« several short speeches, which he mad© 
in the territories of Nova Zemlla, I need not in- 
form my leader, that the author of Hudibras alludes 
to tills strange quality in that cold climate, when, 
speaking of abstracted notions cloathed in a visible 
shape, he adds that apt simild. 

Like woi^s conged'd in nortlicrn airJ* 

Not to keep my reader any longer in suspense, 
the relation, put into modern language, is as fol- 
lows: 

We were separated by a storm In the latitude 
of seventy-three^ insomuch, that only the ship 
which I was in, with a Dutch and French vessel, 
got safe into a creek of Nova Zemhla* We landed, 
in order to refit our vessels, and store ourselves with 
provisions. The crew of each vessel made them- 
selves a cabbin of turf and wood, at some distance 
from each other, to fence themsdvis ag^nst the in- 
clemencies of the weather, which was severe be- 
yond imagination. We soon, obiserveid, that in 
talking to one another we lost sweral of our words, 
and could not hear one another at above two yards 
distance, and that too when we sat veiy near the 
fire After much perplexity, I found that our 
words froze in the air, before they could reach the 
ears of the persons to whom they were spoken. I 
was soon confirmed in this conjecture, when, upon 
the increase of the cold, the whole company grew 
dumb, or rather deaf^ for eveiy man was sensibly 
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as we aflerwards founds that he spoke as well as 
ever 5 but the sounds no soonei took air than thc^ 
were condensed and lost. It was now a miserable 
spectacle to see us nodding and gaping at one ano^ 
ther^ every man talking^ and no man heard. One 
might observe a seaman that could hail a ship at a 
league’s distance, beckoning with his hand, stram-* 
ing his lungSj^ and tearing his throat ^ but all in 
vain: 

« . 1.1 ■■■ vox me verha se^mmfur^ OVIIX 

Nor voice, nor words ensued. 

We continued here three weeks in this dismal 
plight. At length, upon a turn of wind, the air 
about us began to thaw. Our cabbirv was immedi- 
ately &icd with a dry clattering sound, which 1 af- 
terwards found to be the crackling of consonants 
that broke above our heads, and were often mixed 
with a gentle hissing, which I imputed to the 
letter that occurs so frequently m the English 
tongue. I soon after felt a breeze of wlnsperi 
rushing by my ear 5 for those, being of a soft and 
gentle substance, immediately liquified in the warm 
wind that blew across our cabbin. These were soon 
followed by syllables and short words, and at length 
by entire sentences, that melted sooner or later, as 
they were more or less congealed ; so that we now 
heid every thing that had been spoAen during the 
whole three weeks that we had been szient, if I may 
use that expression. It was now very early in the 
morning, and yet, to my su^rize, I beard some- 
body say, ^ Sir Johna it is midi^ht, and time for 
the ship's crew to go to-bed.* Ims I knew to be 
the pilot’s voice; and, upon recollecting myself, I 
conduded that be had spoken these words to me 
gome days before, though I could not hear tliem 
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until tbe ptescrat thaw. My reader will easily Ima- 
gine how the whole crew was amazed to hear eveiy 
talking, and see no man opening h!s moanth. 
In tbe midst of this great surprize we were all 
we h^rd a volley of oaths and curses, lasting Sor a 
long while, and uttered in a very hoarse voice> 
which I knew belonged to the boatswain, who was 
a very choleric fellow, and had taken his opportu- 
nity of cursing and swearing at me, when he 
drought I could not hear him j for I had several 
6mes given him the strappado on that account,, as I 
did xK>t fail to repeat it for these his pious soliloqmes, 
when I got him on ship-board. 

** I must not omit fbe names of several beauties 
' in Wapping, which were Iieard every now and then, 
in the midst of a long sigh that accompanied tliem $ 
as, 'Bear Kate!* ‘Pretty Mrs Peggy!’ 'When 
shall 1 see my Sue again T This betiayed sevei:a} 
amours which had been concealed until that .time, 
and furnished us widh a great deal of mirth in our 
return to England. 

" When this conforfon of voices was pretty well 
over, though I was afraid to offer at speaking, as 
fearing I should not be heard, I proposed a visit to 
the Dutch cabbin, which lay about a mile further 
up in the country. My crew were extremely 
|oiced to find they had again recovered their hear- 
ings though every man ottered his voice with the 
same appr^ensions that I had done, 

** Et tmadi WTha i^emtssa retentat, 

OV£D. Met. i. ^7, 

^ And try*d hh tongae, bis silence soAly broke. 

0avpsK. 

•' At about half-a-ftiJIe’s distance from our cabbtu 
wc heard the groanings of a bear, which at £rst 
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startled ns ; bnt, upon inquiry, were informed 
by scnne of our company, that be was dead, and now 
lay in salt, havrng been killed upon that very spot 
al^t a fortnight before, m the time of the frost. 
Not far from uie same j^ace, we were likewise en- 
tertained with some posthumous snarls, and bark- 
ings of a fox» 

" We at length arrived at the little Dutch settle- 
ment j and, upon entering the room, found it filled 
with sighs that smelt of brandy, and several other 
unsavoury sounds, that were altogether inarticulate. 
My valet, who was an Irishman, fell into so gieat a 
rage at what he heard, that he drew his sv/oid j 
but not knowing where to lay the blame, he put it 
up again. We were stunned with these confused 
ncases,. but did not hear a single word until about 
Jhalf-3»-faour after; which I ascribed to the harsh 
and obdurate sounds of tliat language, which wanted 
more time than ours to melt, and l^ome audible. 

** After having here met with a very hearty w^el- 
come, we went to die cabbia of the F^rench, who, 
to make amends for their three weeks silence, were 
talking and disputing with greater rapidity and con- 
fusion than I ever heard in an assembly, even of that 
nation. Thdr language, as I found, upon the first 
giving of the weather, fell asunder and dissolved. I 
was here convinced of an eiror into which I bad 
before fallen; for I fanded, that for the freezing of 
the sound, it was necessary for it to be wrapped up, 
and, as it were, preserved in breath : but i found 
my mistake when I beard the sound of a kit playing 
a minuet over our heads, I asked the occasion of 
it ; upon which one of the company told me * that 
it would play there above a week longer; for,’ says 
he, * fimhug Ourselves bereft of speech, we pre- 
t.iiled upon one of the company, who had his mu- 
siciil u^truaient about lum, to play to us from 
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morning to night 5 all which time we employed in 
dandng, in order to dissipate our chagrin, 6f tuer 
ie temps" 

Here Sir John gives veiy good philosophical rea^^ 
sons, why the kit could not be heard during the 
frost; bat, as they are something prolix, I pass 
them over in silence, and shall only observe, that 
the honourable author seems, by his quotations, to 
have been well veised in the ancient poets, which 
perhaps raised his fancy above the ordinary pitch of 
historians, and very much contributed to the embel- 
lishment of his writings. 


If 255 . SATURDAY, NO VEMBER25, 1710. 


•— JNec te iua flurimay PanibeUf 
LAhentm me ^pUinu insuta /rv//« 

^VIRG.jEa. u.4a5. 

Com€s coune the last, the r«d*i«ng doctor now 
reluctant, hts meaning how; 

Dress, letters, wir, and merit, plead in vain. 

Fur bear he must, indignity, and pain. 

From iny own Apartment^ November 24. 

** To the Cexsor of Grbat-Britaijt. 

** Sir, 

** I AM at present under veiy great difficulties, whic|k 
H is not in the power of any one, besides yourself, 
to redress. Whether or no you s^ think it a pro- 
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per case to come before your court of honour, I can- 
not tell , but thus it is. 1 am chaplain to an honour- 
able family, \ery regular at the hours of devotion, 
and, I hope, of an unblameable life j but for not of- 
fering to use at the second course, I found my pa- 
tron and his lady, very sullen and out of humour, 
though at first I did not know the reason of it. At 
length, when I happened to help myself to a jelly, 
tlie lady of the house, otherwise a devout woman, 
told me, that it did not become a man of my cloth 
to delight in such frivolous food but as I still con- 
tinued to sit out th"e last course, I was yesterday in- 
formed by* the butler, tiiat his lordship had no far-> 
ther occasion for my service. All which is humbly 
submitted to your consideiation by. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, &.c.” 

The case of this gentleman deserves pity js especi- 
ally if he loves sweetmeats, to which, it 1 may guess 
b) his letter, he is no enemy. In the mean time, 
I have often wondeied at the indecency of dischai^- 
ing the holiest man from the table as soon as the 
most delicious prts of the entertainment are served 
up, and could never conceive’a reason for so absurd 
a custom Is it because a liquorish palate, or a swt^et 
tooth, as they call it, is not consistent vnth the sanc- 
tity of his character ? This is but a tnfiing pretence. 
No man, of the most rigid virtue, gives offence by 
any excesses in plum-pudding or plum-porridge, and 
that because they lare the first parts of the dinner. 
Is there any thing that tends to incitation in sweet- 
meats more than in ordinary dishes > Certainly not. 
Sugar-plums are a very innocent diet, and conserves 
of a much colder nature than your common pickles. 
J have sometimes thought that the ceremony of the 
chaplain’s fljing away from the deseit was typical 
and figurative, to mark out to the company how 

VOL. V. T 
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they ought to retire from all the luscious baits of 
temptation, and deny their appetites the gratidca- 
tions that are most pleasing to them ; or, at least, 
to signify that we ought to stint ourselves in our 
most lawful satisfactions, and not make our pleasure, 
but our support, the end of eating. But most cer- 
tainly, if such a lesson of temperance had been net 
cessaiy at a table, our clergy would have recom- 
mended it to all the lay-masters of families, and not 
have disturbed other men’s tables with such unsea- 
sonable examples of abstinence. The original, 
therefore, of this barbarous custom, I take to have 
been merely accidental The chaplain retired, out 
of pure complaisance, to make room for the remo\al 
of the dishes, or possibly for the langing of the de- 
sert. This by degrees grew into a duty, until at 
length, as the fashion improved, the good man 
found himself cut off from die thud part of the en- 
tertainment; and, if the arrogance of the patron 
goes on> It is not impossible but, in the next gene- 
ration, he may see himself reduced to the ty the, or 
tenth dish of the table; a sufficient caution not to 
part with any privilege we are once possessed of. It 
was usual for the piiest in old times to feast upon 
the sacrifice, nay tiie honey-cake, while the hungry 
laity looked upon him with gieat devotion; or, as 
the late lord Rochester describes it, in a very lively 
manner. 

And while the priest did eat, the people starM. 

At present the custom is inverted ; the laity fca’at, 
while die priest stands by as an humble spectator. 
This necessai ily puts a good man upon making gieat 
ravages on all the dishes that stand near him ; and 
distinguishing himself by voraciousness of appetite, 
as knowing that his time is short. I would fain ask 
these stiff-necked patrons, whether they would not 
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take it ill of a chaplain, that in his grace after meat 
should return thanks for the whole entertainment 
with an exception to tlie desert? And yet I cannot 
but think that, in such a pioceeding, he would but 
deal With them as they deserved. What would a 
Roman catholic priest think, who is always helped 
first, and placed next the ladies, should he see a 
clcigyman gumg his company the slip at the first 
appearance of the tarts or sweet-meats? Would not 
he beL;:ve that he had the same antipathy to a can- 
died orange, or a piece of puflT-paste, as some have 
to a Cheshiie cheese, or a breast of mutton ^ Yet, 
to so ridiculous a height is this foolish custom grown, 
tliat even the Chnstmas pye, which m its very na- 
ture is a kind of consecrated cake, and a badge of 
distinction, is often foi bidden to the Druid ot the 
family. Strange I that a surlom of beef, whether 
boiled dr roasted, when entire, is exposed to his ut- 
most depredations and incisions, but, if minced in- 
to small pieces, and tossed up with plums and sugar, 
changes its property, and, forsooth, is meat for his 
master. 

In this case I know not which to censure, the pa- 
tron, or the chaplain, the insolence of power, or ih© 
abjectness of dependence. For my own part, I have 
often blushed to see a gentleman, whom I knew to 
have much more wit and learning than myself, and 
who was bred up with me at the university upon the 
same foot of a liberal education, treated m such an 
ignominious manner, and sunk beneath those of his 
own rank, by reason of tiiat character which ought 
to bi ing him honour. This deters men of generous 
minds from placing themselves in such a station of 
life, and by that means frequently excludes peisons 
of quality fiom the improving and agreeable conver- 
sanon of a learned and obsequious friend. 

T a 
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Mr. Oldham‘S lets us know, that he was af- 
frighted from the thought of such an employment, 
by the scandalous smt ot tieatment which often ac- 
companies it: 


Some think them$e1vfs exalte J to the sky^ 

If they light in some noMe family ; 
l^iet, an hoise, and thnty pounds a-year. 

Besides th* advantage of his lordship’s ear. 

The credit of the business and the state, 

Are things that in a youngs* er’s sense sound gieat^ 
Little the uriexperienc’d wretch does know 
What slavery he oft mast nndeigo. 

Who, though in silken scarf and cassock drc^t. 
Wears but a gayer liveiy at best. 

When dinner calls, the implement must wait 
With holy words to consecrate the meat. 

But hold It for a favour seldom known. 

If he be deign’d the honour to sit down. 

Soon as the tarts apjiears Sir Crape, withdraw. 
Those dainties are not for a spiritual maw* 

^ Observe your distance, and be sure to stand 
** Hard by tbe cistern with yonr cap m hind : 

** There for diversion you may pick your teetb| 
Till the kind voidei comes for your relief/^ 

Let others, who such meanneisee can hiook^ 
Strike countenance to eveiy great man’s look; 

X rate my freedom higher. 


Tins author’s raillejy is the railleiy of a friend, and 
does not turn the sacred order into ndicule j, but is a 
just censure on such persons as take advantage, fiom 
the necessities of a man of merit, to impose on him 
hardships that are by no means suitable to the dig- 
nity of his profession. 


In A Satire, addressed to a Friend that is about to leave 
the University i’’ See. 
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N^256. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1710. 


■ Nostntm ext tataox cmfnere huu 

VlRaBcl.UuioS. 

’Tjs oors sttch warm contentions to decide. 

R. WlTN'^E. 

The Proceedings of the Court of Honour, held in 
Sheer-lane on Monday the twentieth of November, 
2710, before Is 4 AC BicKEasTAFF, Esquire, Cen- 
sor of Great-Britain. 

Peter Plumb, of London, merchant, was indicted 
by the honourable Mr. Thomas Gules, of Gul e-hall 
in the country of Salop, for that the said Peter Plumb 
did, in Lombard-street, London, between the 
hours of two and three in the afternoon, meet the 
said Mr. Thdmas Gules, and, aAer a short saluta- 
tion, put on his hat, value while the ho- 
nourable Mr. Gales stood bare-head^ for the space 
of two seconds. It was further urged against the 
criminal, that, dunng his discourse with the piose- 
cutor, he feloniously stole the \iall of biro, having 
clapped his back against it in such a manner, than 
it was impossible tor Mr, Gules to recover it again 
at his taking leave of him. The prosecutor alleged, 
that he was the cadet of a very ancient family , and 
that, according to the principles of all the younger 
blethers of the said family, he had never sullied 
himself with business, but had chosen rather to 
. stance, like a man of honour, than do any thing be- 
T 3 
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jseath bis quality. He produced several witnesses* 
tliat he had never employed bimself beyond the twist- 
ing of a whip, or the making of a pair of nut-crack-^ 
ers, in which be only worked for his diversion, in 
order to make a present now and then to his friends* 
The prisoner being asked, what he could say for 
himself, * cast several reflections upon the honour- 
able Mr. Gules 5 as, that he was not worth a groat ; 
that nobody in the city would trust him for a hall- 
penny* that he owed him money, which he had 
promised to pay him f^**eral times, but never kept 
hiswordj and, in short, that he was an idle beg- 
garly teiiow, and of no use to the public/’* Tins 
sort of language was veiy severely reprimanded by 
the Censor, told the criminal, *'that he spoke 
in contempt of tlie coiut, and that he should be pro- 
ceeded against for contumacy, if he did not change 
his style/’ The prisoner, therefore, desired to be 
heard by his counsel, who Urged m his defence, 
that he put on his hat through ignorance, and 
took the wail by accident/^ They likewise pioduced 
several witnesses, that he made several motions with 
his hat in his hand, which arc generally understood 
as an invitation to the person we talk u ith to be co- 
vered 5 and that, the gentleman not taking the hint, 
he u as forced, to put on his hat, as being troubled 
with a cold. There was likewise an Irishman, who 
deposed, that he had heard him cough three-and- 
twenty times thac morning/’ And as for the wall, 
it was alledged, that he had taken it inadvertently, 
to save himself foom a shower of rain which was 
then falling The Censor, having consulted the men 
of honour who sat at his right-hand on the bench, 
found they were all of opinion, that the defence 
made by the prisoner’s counsel did rather aggravate 
than extenuate his crime j that the motions and inti- 
mations of the hat a token of superiority m 



»’* 25(?* TxlTLER. SI I 

conversation, and therefore not to be used by the 
criminal to a man of tlie prosecutor*s quality, who 
\\ as likewise vested with a double title to die wall at 
the time of their conversation, both as it w'as the 
uppei hand, and as it was a shelter from the wca- 
dier. The evidence being very full and clear, the 
jurj^, without going ou^ of court, declared their 
opinion unanimously, by the mouth of their fore- 
man, that the prosecutoi was bound in honour io 
make the sun shine through the criminal,” or, as they 
afterwards explained themseives, whip him 
through the lungs.” 

The Censor, knitting his brows into a frown, and 
Jooking very sternly upon the jury, after a little pause, 
^ve them to know, ** that this court was erected 
tHdle finding out of penalties suitable to offences, 
mid to restrain the outrages of private justices and 
that he expected they should inodeiate their vei- 
dict.” The jury therefore retired, and being w d- 
hng to comply with the advices of the Censor, after 
an hour's conversation, delivered their opinion as 
follows i 

That, in consideiation this was Peter Plumb’s 
first offence, and that there did not appear any vna- 
hte prepejue in it, as also that he lived tn good repu- 
tation among his neighbours, and that Ins taking the 
wall was ^only $e defendendo, the prosecutor should 
let hita esca^ with life, and content himself with 
the slitting of his nose, and the cutting off both his 
ears.”* Mr Bickerstaffi smiling upon the couit, told 
them, that he thought the punishment^ even under 
its present mitigation, too severe 5 and that such 
penalties might be of ill consequence in a tiading 
nation.” He therefore pronounced sentence against 
the criminal m the following manner- *‘that his 
. hat, which was the instrument of offence, should 
be forfeited to the court j that the criming should 
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go to the warehouse from whence he came, and 
thence, as occasion should require, proceed to the 
Exchange, or Garraway’s colFee house, in what 
manner he pleased; but that neither he, noi any of 
the family of the Plumbs, should hereafter appear 
in the streets of London out of their coaches, that 
so the foot way might be left open and undisturbed 
for their betters.** 

Dathan, a pedling Jew, and T. R— , a Welsh- 
man, weie indicted by the keeper of an Rehouse m 
Westminster, for breaking the peace and two earthen 
mugs, m a dispute about the antiquity of their fami- 
lies, to the great detnment of the house, and dis- 
turbance of the whole neighbouihood, Dathan saiti 
for himself, ^^that he was provoked to it by the 
Welshman, who pretended that the Welsh were an 
ancienter people than the Jews; whereas,** says he, 

I can shew by this genealogy in my hand, that I 
am the son ot Mesheck, that was the son of Nabptli, 
that was the son of Shaiem, tbat was the son of 
— The Welshman here interrupted him, and 
told him, ** that he could produce as well 

as himself;** for "that he was John ap Rice, ap 
Shenken, ap Shones ** He then turned himself to 
the Censor, and told him in the same broken accent, 
and with much warmth, '^that the Jew would 
needs uphold, that Kmg * Cadwaliader w'as younger 
than Issachar.’* Mr. BickerstafF seemed very much 
inclined to give sentence against Dathan, as being 
a Jew; but finding reasons, by some expressions 
which the Welshman let fall in asserting the anti- 
quity of his family, to suspect that the said Welsh- 
man was a Fres^AdimUe, be sufiPered the jury to go 
out, without any previous admonition. After some 
time thejr returned, and gave their verdict, " that 
it appearing the persons at the bar did neither of 
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them wear a sword, and that consequently they had 
no light to quarrel upon a point of honour 5 to pre- 
vent such frivolous appeals for the future, they 
should both of them be tossed in the same blanket, 
and there adjust the superiority as they could agree 
on it between themselves,** The Censor conrirmed 
the verdict. 

Richard Newman was indicted by Major Panto, 
for having used the words, ‘^perhaps it may be so,** 
in a dispute with the said Major. The Major ui ged 
** that tile word perhaps was questioning ijis vera- 
city, and tliat it was an induect manner of giving 
him the lie.** Richaid Newman had nothing more 
to say for himself, than that “he intended no such 
thing 5** and threw inmself Upon the mercy of the 
court. The jury brought in tlieir verdict special. 

Mr. BickerstalF stood up, and, after having cast 
his eyes over the whole assembly, hemmed thrice. 
He then acquainted them, ^^that he had laid down 
a rule to himself, which he was resolved never to 
depart from, and which, as be conceived, would 
very mucli conduce to the shortening the business 
of the court ; I mean,** says he, “never to allow of 
the lie being given by constiuction, impHcafion, or 
induction, but by the sole use of the word itself.** 
He then proceeded to shew the great mischiefs that 
had arisen to the English nation from that pernicious 
monosyllable 5 that it liad bred the most fatal quar- 
rels between the dearest friends | that it had fre- 
quently thinned the guards, and made great havock 
in the army ; that it had sometimes weakened the 
city trained-bands ; and, in a word, had destroj^ed 
many of the bravest men in the isle rf Great-Bntam. 
For the prevention of which evils for the futme, he 
instructed the jury to present the wqrd ttself as a 
nuisance in the English tongUej and further pn>* 
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mised them, that he woald, upon such their pre- 
fermjait, publish an edict of the court, for the entne 
banishment and exclusion of it^ out of the discouises 
and conversation of all civil societies. 

This is a true copy, Charles Lillie. 

Monday next is set apart for the trial of seveial 
female causes. 

N. B The case of the hassock will come on be- 
tween the hours of nine and ten 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBERso, nio. 


In mva. fvt antmus irutafat dteea formas 
Corjiora: jOir, mptfs, namvoimuidutiet thas^ 

^sptrait was 

OVID. Met. i. I. 

Of bodies chaogM to varioqs forms I Mng > 

Ye go Is, from whom these miracles did spring, 

Assiit me m tins arduous task \^— 

From my own jdpartment, No^mler 39. 

Evekv nation is distinguished productions that 
are peculiar to It Great-Britain is particularly 
fruitful in religions, that shoot up and flourish m 
this climate more than in any other. We aie so fa- 
anous abroad for opr great varied of sects and opi- 
nions, that an ingenious friend of mine, who is lately 
returned from his travels, assures me, tbeie is a 
ahow at this time canied up and down in Geimany, 
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which represents all the religions of Great Britain in 
w''ax-work. Notwithstanding that the pliancy of the 
matter, in which the images are wiought, makes it 
capible of being moulded into all shapes and figures j 
my friend tells me, that he did not think it possible 
for it to be twisted and tortured into so many screw- 
ed faces, and wry features, as appeared in several of 
the figures that composed the shew, I was indeed 
50 pleased with the design of tlie German artist, 
that I begged my friend to give me an account of it 
in all its particuLirs, which he did after the follow- 
ing manner 

I have often,” says he, '^been present at a show 
of elephants, camels, diomcdanes, and otlier sti’ange 
creatures, but I never saw so great an assembly of 
spectators as were met together at the opening of 
this great piece of wax-work. We were all placed 
in a large hall, according to the price that we had 
paid for our seats The cui tarn that Imng before the 
show was made by a master of tapestiy, who had 
woven It m the figure of a monstious Hi^dta that 
had several heads, which brandished out their 
tongues, and seemed to hiss at eacli otiier. Some 
of these heads were large and enure , and w here any 
of them had been lopped away, there sprouted up 
several in the room of them, irsomuch, tliat tor one 
head cat oti', a man might see ten, twenty, or aa 
hundred, of a smaller size, creeping thro’ the 
wound* In short, the whole picture was nothing 
but confusion and blood-sh^d. On a sudden,” says 
my friend, ** I was startled with a flourish of many 
musical instruments that I had never heard before, 
which was followed by a shoi t tune, if it might be so 
called, wholly made up of jars and discords Among 
the rest, there was an organ, a bagp>pe, a groaning 
boards a stentorophontic trumpet, with several wiod 
instruments a most disagreeable sound, which I 
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do not so much as know the names of. After a 
shoit flourish, the cm tarn was drawn up, and we 
were presented with the most extraordinary assembly 
of figures that ever entered into a man’s imagination. 
The design of the workman was so w^ell expressed 
in the dumb show before us, that it was not haid 
for an Englishman to comprehend the meaning of it. 

> ^*The principal figures were placed in a low, 
consisting of seven persons. The middle figuie, 
which immediately attracted the eyes of the whole 
company, and was much bigger than the rest, was 
foniied like a matron, dressed in the habit of an el- 
derly woman of quality in Queen Elizabeth's days. 
The most 1 eniarkable parts of her dress were, the 
beaver with the steeple crown, tlie scarf that was 
darker than sable, and the lawm apron that was win- 
ter than errain Her gown was of the i idlest black 
velvet 3 and just upon her heart studded with Jaige 
diamonds of an inestimable value, disposed in the 
form of a cioss. She boie an inexpressible chearful- 
ness and dignity in her aspect 3 and, though she 
aeemed in years, appeared with so much spiiit and 
vivacity, as gave her at the same time an air of old 
age and immortality. I found my heai t touched with 
so much love and leverence at the sight of her, tliat 
the tears ran down my face as I looked upon her • 
and still the more I looked upon her, the mom my 
heart was melted with the sentiments of filial tender- 
ness and duty. I discovered every moment some- 
thing so charming in this figure, that I could scarce 
take ray eyes off it. On its right-hand there sat tlie 
figure of a woman so covered with ornaments, that 
her face, her body, and her hands, were almost en- 
tirely hid under them. The little you could see of 
her face wai painted, and, what I thought very odd, 
had something in it like artificial wrinkles 5 but I 
was the less surprized at it, when I upon her 
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forehead an old fashioned tower of graj-hairs. Her 
headdrchs rose very high by thiee several stoiies or 
degrees ^ her garments^ had a thousand colours in 
tiiem, and were embroidered with crosses in gold, 
silver, and silk. She had nothing on, so much as 
a glove or a slipper, which was not marked with 
this figure 5 nay, so superstitiously fond did she ap-^ 
pear of it, that she sat cross-legged. I was quickly 
sick of this tawdiy composition of ribbands, silks, 
and jewels, and therefore cast my eye on a d^me 
which was just the reveise of it. I need not tell my 
reader, that the lady before described was Popeiy, 
or that she T am going to describe is Presbytery. She 
sat on the left-hand of the venerable matron, and so 
much resembled her m the features of hei connte-» 
nance, that she seemed her sister, but at the same 
time that one observed a likeness in her beauty, one 
could not but take notice, that there was something 
in it sickly and splenetic* Her face had enough to 
discover the relation, but it wm drawn up into a 
peevish ligme, soured with discontent, and overcast 
with melancholy. She seemed offended at the ma- 
tron for the shape of her hat, as too much resem- 
bling the triple coronet of the person who sat by her. 
One might see likewise, that she dissented from the 
white stpron and the cioss 5 for which reasons she 
had made herself a plain homely dowdy, and turned 
her face towards the sectaries that sat on her left- 
hand, as being afraid of looking upon the maUoa^ 
lest she should see the hailot by her. 

On the right-hand of Popexy sat Judaism, re** 
presented by an old man embroidered with pliyiac- 
teries, and distinguished by many typical figure?, 
which I had not skill enough to unriddle. Ho waa 
placed among the rubbish of a temple j but, instead 
of weeping over it, which I should have expected 
TOL* y* v 
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from him, he -ms coontmg out a bag of money up* 
on the ruins of it. 

« On his nght-hand was Deism, or Natural Re- 
ligion. This was a figure of an half-naked aukwaid 
country wench, who, with proper ornaments and 
education, would have made an agreeable and 
beautiful appeaiancej but, for want of those advan- 
tages, was such a spectacle as a man would blush to 
look upon. 

1 have now,*’ continued my friend, given you 
an account of those who were placed on the right- 
hand of the matron, and who, according to the or- 
der in which they sat, weie Deism, Judaism, and 
Popeiy. On the left-hand, as I told you, appeared 
Presbytery- The next to her was a figure which 
somewhat puzzled me : it was that of a man look- 
ing, with horror in his eyes, upon a silver bason 
filM with water. Observing something in his 
countenance that looked like lunacy, I fancied at 
first, that he was to express that kind of distraction 
which the physidans call the hydro-pkohia} but 
considering what the intention of the show was> I 
immediattly recollected myself, and conclu^d it to 
be Anabaptism. 

The nei^t figure was a man that' sat under a 
most profound composure d mind He wore an hat 
whose brims were exactly parallel with the horizon. 
His garment had neither sleeve nor skirt, nor so 
much as a superfluous button. Wbat they called 
his cravat, was a little piece of white linen quilled 
with great exactness, and hanging below his chin 
about two inches. Seeing a book in his hand, I 
asked our artist what it wasj who told me it was 
» The Quaker’s Religioni* upon which I desired a 
sight of It. Upon perusal, 1 found it to be notliing 
but a new-fashioned grammar, or an art of abiidg- 
ing oijdiaajy discourse. The nouns were reduced to 
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a very small number, as the Ltghi, Friend; Salylon^ 
The pnncipal of his pronouns was tkou} and as for 
youy ye, and yours, I found they were not looked 
upon as parts of speech m this grammar. All the 
verbs wanted th^ second person plural ; the patici- 
pies ended all in ing or ed, which were marked with 
a particular accent. There weie no adverbs besides 
yea and hay. The same thrift was observed in the 
prepositions. The conjunctions were only hem f and 
na f and the intejgectxoits brought under the three 
Tieads of sighing, sohhing, and groaning, 

** There was at the end of the grammar a littlfe 
nomenclature, called, ‘The Christian Man“s Vo- 
cabulary,” which gave new appellations, or, if you 
will, Christian names, to almost every thing in hfe. 
I replaced tlie book in the hand of the figure, not 
without admiring the simplicity of its garb^ speech, 
and behaviour 

‘‘ Just opposite to this row of religions, there was 
a statue dressed m a fool’s coat, with a cap of bells 
upon his head, laughing and pointing at the figures 
that stood before him. This ideot is supposed to say 
in his heart what David's fool did some thousands of 
years ago, and was therefore designed as a proper 
representative of those among us, who are called 
Atheists and Infidels by others^ and Free-thinkers 
by themsdves. 

‘‘ There were many other groupes offigares which 
I did not know the meaning of ; but seeing a collec- 
tion of both sexes turning their backs upon the com- 
pany, and laying their heads vciy cioi»e together, I 
inquired after their religion, and found that they 
called themsdves the Fhdadelphians, or the family 
of love. 

In the opposite comer there sat another littfc 
congregation of strange figures^ opening their mouths 


¥ a 



220 TATLER. r® 257* 

Wide as they could gape, and distinguished by the 
ticte of the Sweet Singers of Israel. 

I must not omit, that in this assembly of wax 
there weie seveial pieces that moved by clock-work, 
and gave great satisfaction to the spectators. Behind 
tbe matron theie stood one of these figures, and 
behind Popery another, which, as the artist told us, 
were each of them the genius of the peison they at- 
tended. That behina Popery repiesented Persecu- 
tion, and the other Moderation. The first of these 
zno\ed by secret spnngs towards a great heap of dead 
bodies, that lay piled upon oneanoUier at a conside- 
table distance behind the principal figures. There 
yrert written on the foreheads of these dead men 
^eveial haid words, as, Prts- Adamites^ Sahhata-* 
nans, Cainaroman^, Muggletomaiis, Brownuts^ In* 
dependants, Mawnites, Camisa^s, and the like. At 
tlie approach of Feise-cution, it was so contiived, 
that, as she held up her bloody Bag, the whole as- 
sembly of dead men, like those in the ^Rehearsal,* 
started up and drew their swords. This was foU 
lowed by great clashings and noise, when, in the 
midst of the tumult, the figure of Model ation moved 
gently towards this new army, which, upon her 
holding up a paper in her hand, inscribed ‘Liberty 
of Conscience,* immediately fell into a heap of car- 
cas.e-*, remaining in the same quiet posture in which 
they lay at first/* 
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Occidit tmierm eramBe repelita^ 

JUV. Sat VII. 154, 

The same state viands, serv'd op o'er and o'er, 

The stoioach nauseates-— 

R. Wynne. 

From my own Apartment^ Decemler i. 

When a man keeps a constant table, he may be al- 
lowed sometimes to serve up a cold dish of meat, or 
toss up the fragments of a feast in a ragout. I have 
somejtimes, in a scarcity of provisions, been obliged 
to take the same kind of liberty, and to entertain 
ray leader with the leavings of a former treat. I must 
this day have recourse to the same method, and 
ray guests to sit down to a kind of Saturday's dinner. 
To let the metaphor rest j I intend to fill up tMs 
Paper with a bundle of letters, relating to subjects 
on which I have formerly treated j and have order- 
ed ray bookseller to print, at the end of each letter, 
the minutes witli which I indorsed it, after the first 
perusal of it. 

To Isaac Bjckeestapp, Esquire. 

** SiE, November a2, t^io. 

** Dining yesterday with Mr. South-British and 
Mr. William North-Bnton, two gentlemen, who, 
before you ordered it otherwise, were known by the 
names of Mr. English, and Mr. William Sept: 
among other thingSi the maid of the hoixse, whom 
^ 3 



223 TATLEK. KO 

her time J hdieve may have been a North-British 
waiming-pan, brought us up a dish of Noith-British 
collops. We liked our entertainment veiy weUj 
only we observed the table-cloth> being not so fine 
as we could have wished, was North-British cloth. 
But the worst of it was, we were disturbed all dinner- 
time by the noise of the children, who were playing 
in the paved court at North-Bntish hoppers; so we 
paid our North-Briton* sooner than we designed, 
and took coach to North-Briton Yardf, about which 
place most of us live. We had indeed gone a-foot, 
only we were under some apprehensions lest a 
North-British mist should wet a South>*British man 
to the skin. 

We think this matter properly expressed, ac- 
cording to the accuracy of the new style, settled by 
you in one of your late Papers. You will please to 
give youi opinion upon it to. Sir, 

Your most humble servants, '' T. S. 

M. P. 

N. 

See if this letter be conformable to the directions 
given in the Taller abovementioned. 

To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire* 

Sir, JVbv. 20, ryio* 

A gentleman in my neighbourhood, who hap- 
pens to be brother to a lord, though neither his ra- 
ther nor grandfather were so, is perpetually making 
use of this phrase, person of my quahty.^ He 
has it m his mouth fifty times a-day, to his labour- 
ers, his servants, his children, his tenants, and his 
neighbours. Wet or day, at home or abroad, drunk 

* Scot !. e. share of the reckoning, 
f* Scottand-^yaid. 

t Jonathan Swiff, Matthew Prior, Kkholai Bows* 
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or sober> aogiy or pleased, it is the consfaat burdea 
of his style. Sir, as you are Censor of Great-Brx-* 
tain, as you value the repose of a loyal county, and 
the reputation of my neighbour, I beg you will take 
this cruel grievance into your consideration ; else, for 
xny own particular, I am resolved to give up my 
farms, sell my stock, and remove with my wife and 
seven children next spring to Falmouth or Berwick, 
if my strength will permit me, being brought into 
a very weak condition. I am, with great respect,. 
Sir, your most obedient .and languishing servant, 

AkC. 

Let this be referred to the Cburt of Honour. 

Mr. Bicker staff, 

I am a young lady of a good fortune, and afr 
present invested by several lovers, who lay close 
si^e to me, and carry on their attacks with all pos- 
sible diligence. I know which of them has the first 
place in my own heart, but would freely cross my 
private Inclinations to make choice of the man who 
loves me best 5 which it is impossible for me to 
know, all of them pretending to an equal passion for 
me. Let me therefore beg of you, dear Mr- Bick-» 
erstafF, to lend me your Ithuriers spear, in order to 
touch this troop of rivals; after which I will most 
faithfully return it to you again, with the greatest 
gratitude. I am. Sir, &c.*’ 

Qfcueiy I. What figure doth this lady think her 
lover will appear in ^ or what symptoms will he be- 
of his passion upon being touched ? 

‘ a. Whether a touch of her fan may not have thit 
same efficacy as a touch of IthuneFs spear ? 

Great LincoMs^Inn Square, Nov. 29,* 
** Honoured Sir, 

Gratitude obliges me to make this public ac- 
tmowledgement of the eminent yon . 
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done m3rself in particular, and the whole body of 
chaplains, I hope, in geneial. Coming home on 
Sunday about dinner-time* I found things strangely 
altered fttr the better; the porter smiled in my tace 
when h'" let n.e in, the footman bowed to me as I 
passed him, the steward «Look me by the hand, and 
Mis Bcc’tiice dropped me a courtesy as she went 
along. I was surprized at all this civility, and knew 
not to wlut I mikht ascnbe it, except to my bright 
beaver and shinrg scarf, that weie new that day, 
put I was still nioie astonished to find such an 
agreeable change at the table. My lord helped me 
to a fat slice of \enison with his own hand, and my 
lady did me the honour to drink to me I ofiered to 
ri-e at my usual time , but was desired to sit still, 
with this kind expression, * Come, doctor, a jelly 
or a ccnseive will do you no harm , do not be afraid 
of the desert.* I was so confounded with the favour, 
that I relumed my thanks in a mostaukward manner, 
wondenng what was the meaning of this total trans- 
doimntion but my lord soon put an end to my ad- 
miiation, by shewing me a Paper that challenged 
yon, Sir, for its author; and rallied me very agree- 
ablv on the subject, asking me, * Which was best 
handled, ti'^e lord or his chaplain I owmed myself 
to think the banter sharpest against out selves, and 
that these were tnfiing matters, not fit for a philoso- 
pher to insist on. His lordship was in so good a hu- 
H10U1 , tnat he ordeicd me to return his thanks with 
my ovin and my lady joins in the same, with this 
ohc exception to j oar Paper, that the chaplain in 
her family was always allowed minced pyes from 
Allhallov^s to Candlemas, I am. Sir, 

^ Your most obliged, bumble servant, 

T. 

Requires no answer. 
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" Mr. Censor, Oxford, Nov. 1^7. 

I have read your account of Nova Zemhla with 
great pleasure, and have ordered it to be transcribed 
in a little hand, and inserted m Mr. Tonson's late 
edition of Hudibras. I could wish you would 
fiiinish us with more notes upon that auuior, to fill 
up the place of those dull annotations w th whiclx 
several editions of that book have been incumbered. 
I would paiticnlarly desire of you to give the v^orld 
the story of Tahacotius, who makes a very eminent 
figure m the first Canto ; not having tren able to 
meet with any account of the said Taliacotms in the 
writings of any other author. I am, with the 
most profound respect, the most humble of your 
admirers, Ct* 21.’* 

To be answered next Thursday, if nothing moro 
material intervenes. 

Mr. Censor, 

In your sun^'ey of the people, you must have 
observed ciowds of single persons that are qualified 
to increase the subjects of this glorious island, and 
yet neglect that duty to their country. In order to 
reclaim such persons, I lay before you this proposal. 
Your most obedient servant, 

Th. 

This to be considered on Saturday next. 


« Thomas ClemaoSt 
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I — ^ Centura coluinhas* 

JUV. Sat. ii. 63. 

Censnre acquits the crow> condemns the dove. 

Anon. 

A Continuation of the Journal of the Court of Ho- 
nour, hdd in Sheer-Jane, on Monday the twenty- 
seventh of November, befoie Isaac JBickeili^ 
staff, Esq. Censor of Great-Britain. 

Elizabeth Makes ate, of the parish of St. Catha- 
rine's, spinster, was indicted for surreptitiously tak- 
ing away the hassock from under the lady Grave- 
Airs, between the horns of four and five, on Sunday 
the adth of November* The prosecutor deposed, 
that as she stood up to make a courtesy to a person 
of quality in a neighbouring pew, the criminal con- 
veyed away the hassock by stealth 5 insomuch, that 
the prosecutor was obliged to sit 'all the while she 
was at church, or to say her prayers in a posture 
that did not become a woman of her quality.*’ The 
prisoner pleaded inadvertency 5 and the jury were 
going to bring it in chance-medley, bad not several 
witnesses been produced against the said Elizabeth 
Makebate, that she was an old offender, and a wo- 
man of a bad reputation* It appeared in particular, 
that, on the Sunday before, she had detracted from 
a new petticoat of Mrs. Mazy Doelittle, having said, 
in the hearing of several credible witnesses, ''that 
the said petticoat was scoftred,** to the great grief 
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and dctiiraent of the said Mary Doelittle. There 
v'ere likewise many evidences produced against the 
criminal, that tiiough. she never failed to come to 
church on Sunday, she was a most notorious sabbath- 
breakei ? and that she spent her whole time, during 
divine service, in disparaging other peopIe*s deaths, 
and whispering to those who sat next her. Upon 
the whole, she was found guilty of the indictment, 
and received sentence to ask pardon of the prose- 
cutor upon her bare knees, without either cushion 
or hassock under her, in the face of the court.*' 

N. B. As soon as the sentence was executed on 
the criminal, which was done in open court with 
rile utmost seventy, the first lady of the bench on 
Mr. Bickerstaffs right-hand stood up, and made a 
motion to tlie court, that w'hereas it was impossi- 
ble for women of fashion to dress tliemselves &fore 
the church was half done j and whereas many con- 
fusions and incooveniencies did arise thereupon $ it 
might be lawful for them to send a footman in order 
to keep their places, as was usual in other polite and 
Vr^ell-regulated assemblies.” The motion was or- 
dered to be entered in the books, and considered at 
a more convenieot time. 

Charles Cambrick, linen-draper, in the city of 
Westminster, was indicted for speaking obscenely 
to thedady Penelope Touch wood. It appeared, that 
the prosecutor and her woman going in a stage- 
coach from London to Brentfoid, where they, were 
to be met by the lady’s own chariot, the ctinunal 
and another of his acquaintance travelled with them 
in same coach, at which time the prisoner talked 
bawdy for the space of three miles and a half. The * 
prosecutor alledged, ^^that over-against the Old 
IFox at Knightsbridge he menfioned the word linen $ 
that at the further end of Kensington be madb use 
the term smack^ and that, before he came to 
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Hammersmith, he talked almost a quarter of an 
hour upon ivedding-shfts ** The prosecutor’s wo- 
man confiimed what her lady had said, and added 
fmther, “that she had never seen hei lady in so 
great a contusion, and in such a taking, as she was 
during the vt hole discourse of the criminal The 
pnsoner had little to say for himselt, but that he 
talked only in his own trade, and meant no hurt 
by what be said ” The jury, however, found him 
guilty, and represented by their forewoman, that 
such discourses were apt to sully the imagination 5 
and that, by a concatenation of ideas, the word linen 
implied many things, that were not proper to be 
stirred up m the mind of a woman who w^as of the 
prosecutor’s quality, and therefore gave it as their 
\erdict, that the linen-diaper should lose his 
tongue.” Mr Bickerstafl- said, he tliought the pro* 
secutor’s ears w'ere as much to blame as the prison* 
el’s 'tongue, and therefore gave sentence as follows : 
** that they should both be placed over-against one 
another in the midst of the court, there to reroam 
tor the space of one quartei of an hour, during 
which time the linen-draper was to be gagged, and 
the lady 10 hold her hands close upon both her ears 5 
which was executed accordingly. 

Edwaid Calhcoat was indicted as an accomplice 
to Chailes Cambrick, for that he the said Edward 
Calhcoat did, by his silence and smiles, seem to ap* 
prove and abet the said Charles Cambnek in eieiy 
thing he sam It appeared, that the pnsonef was 
foreman of the shop to the aforesaid Charles Cam- 
buck, and, by this post, obliged to smile at eyexy 
thing that the other should be pleased to say : upon 
W'hich be was acquitted. 

Josiah Shc^llow was indicted in the name of Dame 
Wiuiirtd, sole leiict of Bichard Dainty, esquire> 
for having said several times ki company, and in the 
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heariisg of several persons there piesent, '^that ht 
was extremely obliged to the widow Dainty, and 
tint he should never be able sufficiently to express 
hi^* gratitude ” The prosecutor urged, that this 
might blast her reputation, and that it was in effect 
a boasting of favouis which he had never received. 
The pnsonef seemed to be much astonished at the 
construction which was put upon his w-ordb, and said, 
that he meant nothing by them, but that the 
widow had befriended him in a lease, and was very 
kind to his younger sister ’* The jury finding him 
a little weak m Ms undei standing, without going out 
of tlie couit, brought in their verffict ignoramm, 
Uisuia Goodenough was accused by the lady Betty 
Wou’dbe,^ for having said, that she, the lady Betty 
Wbu’dbe, was- painted. The prisoner brought seve- 
ral persons of good credit to witness to her reputa- 
" t£on, and proved, by undeniable evidences, that she 
was never at the place where the words were said to 
have been uttered. The Censor, observing the be- 
haviour of the prosecutor, found reason to believe, 
th^t she had indicted the piisoner for no other reason 
but to make her complexion be taken notice of? 
which indeed was very fresh and beautiful: he there- 
fore asked the offender, with a very stem \ oioe, 
how she could presume to spread so gioundless a re- 
port? and whether she saw any colours in the lady 
Wbu’dbe’s face that could procure credit to such a 
:£ilshood? *^Do you see,” says he, “any lilies or 
roses m her cheeks, any bloom, any probability'*^’ 
The prosecutor, not able to bear such language any 
longer, told him, “ that he talked like a blind old 
fool,, and that she was ashamed to have entertained 
any opinion of his wisdom:” but she was put to si- 
lence, and sentenced ''to wear kei wa&k for five 
months, and not to piesume to shew her face until 
ffie town should be empty.” 
von. w 5 
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Benjamin Buz2ard, esquire, was indicted for 
having told the lady Everbloom at a public ball, that 
she looked veiy well for a woman of her years The 
piisoner not denying the fact, and persisting before 
the court that he looked upon it as a comphment, 
the jury brought him in non compos mentis, 

** The court then adjourned to Monday the 
eleventh instadt.** 

Copia vera^ Charges Luxir, 
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iVSssR iutmnque datum est bahere n&ium* 

MARTfAXi* 

The nose, *tis said, shews both our scorn and pnde: 

And yet that ^ture is to some deoy’d. 

R, Wyjjw*, 

From own Apartment, DecemlerS, 

We have a very learned and elaborate dissertatioai 
upon thumbs in Montaigne’s Essays, and another 
upon ears in the Tale of a Tub/* I am here go- 
ing to write one upon Noses, having chosen for mj 
text the following verses out of Hudibras : 

So laamed Taliacotios from 
The brawfjy parr of porter’s bom 
Cut supplemental noses, which 
Listed as !rng as parent breech j 
Bin when the dace of nock was cot,' 

O:S^di0pp*d the sympathetic snouc* 
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Notwithstanding that there is nothing obscene in 
nataral knowledge, and that I intend to give as little 
offence as may be to readers of a well-bred imagi- 
nation j I must, for my own quiet, desire the critics, 
who in all things have been famous for good noses, 
to refrain from the lecture of this curious Tract. 
Th^e gentlemen were formerly marked out and dis- 
tinguished by the little rhinocerical nose, which was 
always looked upon as an instrument of derision ; 
and which they were used to cock, toss, or draw up 
in a contemptnous manner, upon reading the works 
of their ingenious contemporaries. It is not, there- 
fore for this generation of men that I write the pre- 
sent transaction, 

— — M/nus aptits aeuth 

harum homman m , ■ m ,, 

Unfit 

Ear the bfis>k petulance of modem wit» 

Francis# 

hut for the sake of some of my philosophical friends 
in the Eoyal Society 9 who peruse discourses of this 
nature with a becoming gravity, and a desire of im- 
proving by them. 

Many are the opinions of learned men concerning 
the nse of that fatal distemper, which has always 
taken a particular pleasure in venting its spigot upM 
the nose. I have seen a Htde burlesque poem in 
Italian, that gives a very pleasant account of this 
matter. The fable of it runs thus : Mars, the god 
of war, having served during the siege of Naples in 
the shape of a French colonel, received a visit one 
night txom Venus, the goddess of love, who had 
bben always his professed mistress and admirer. The 
poem says^ she came to him in the disguise of a sat- 
SL 2 
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tluig wench, wilh a bottle of biandy under her ai m. 
Let that be as it will, he managed matters so \iell, 
that she eiit away big-belJied, and was at length 
bi ought to-bed of a little Cupid This boy, whether 
it was by icason of any bad food thatlus father had 
eaten during the siege, or of any particular malig- 
nity in the stais that reigned at his nativity, came 
into the world with a very sickly look, and ciazy 
constitution. As ^on as he was able to handle his 
bow, be made discoveries of a most pen»’eise dispo- 
sition. He dipped all his arrows in poison, that 
rotted every thing they touched 5 and, what was 
more particular, aimed all his shafts at the nose, 
quite contrary to the practice of Ins elder brothers, 
who had made a human beait their butt in all coun- 
tries and ages. To break him of this roguish tuck, 
hio naients put him to school to Mercuiy, who did 
all he could to hinder him fiom demolishing the 
noses of mankind , but, inspightof education, the 
boy continued very unlucky , and though his malice 
was a iitti #. tened by good instructions, he ouid 
very frequenliy let tiy an invenomed airow, and 
ivonnd his votaries oftener in the nose than m the 
he*’^ Thus far the fable, 

I need not tell ray learned reader, that Correggio 
has drawn a Cupid takinghis lesson fiom Mercuiy, 
conformable to this poem ; nor that tlie poem itself 
was designed as a burlesque upon Fracastonus. 

It was a httie after this fetal siege of Naples, that 
Taliacotius began to practise in a town of Germany, 
He was the first love-doctor that I meet with m his- 
tory, and a greater man in his age than our cele- 
brated doctor “Wall. He saw his species extremely 
mutilated and disfigured by this new distemper tbgt 
was crept into it 5 and therefoie, in pursuance of a 
i&ry seasonable invention, set up a mannfecture of 
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noses, having €rst got a patent that none should 
presume to make noses besides himself His first 
patient was a great man of Poitugal, who had done 
good services to his country, but in the midst of 
3iem unfortunately lost his nose Taliacotms grafted 
a new one on the remaining part of the giistie or 
cartilaginous substance, which would sneeze, smell, 
take snuff, pronounce the letters M or N j and, in 
short, do all the functions of a genuine and natural 
nose There was, however, one misfoitune in tins 
experiment; the Poituguese’s complexion was a 
little upon the subfiise, with very black eyes and 
dark eye-brows, and the nose being taken from a 
poi ter that had a white German skin, and cut out 
of those parts that are not exposed to the sun, it was 
very visible that the featuies of his face weie not 
fellows. In a word, the Comde resembled one of 
those maimed antique statues that has often a mo- 
dern nose of fresh marble glewed to a face of such a 
yellow, ivoiy complexion, as nothing can give but 
age. To remedy this particular for 3ie future, tlie 
doctor got together a gieat collection of porieis, 
men of all complexions, black, fair, blown, dark, 
sallow, pale, and ruddy 5 so that it was impossible 
for a patient of the most out-of-the-way colour not 
to find a nose to match it. 

The doctor's house was now very much enlarged, 
and became a kind of college, or ratliei hospital, for 
the fashionable cripples of Doth sexes, tfiat lesorted 
to him from all parls of Europe. Ovci h:s door was 
fastened a large golden snout, not mihke that 
is placed over the great gates at Brazen-nose college 
in Oxford 5 and, as it is usual fur the leai n. d in fo- 
reign Uimeisit>es to distingui’^h theii houses by a 
Jjitin sent'-uce, the doctoi w i .t under aeath this great 
fiojdcn proiosm two verses out of 0 \ id; 

X 3 
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MtUut mnis m&nsy hahet et wa eastra Cupidt ; 

Fwaugf credewuhtf mhtat omnts amam, 

OVID. Amor. El. btu u 

The toils of love require a warrior's art $ 

And every lover plays the soldier’s parr. 

It is reported that Taliacotius had at one time in 
his house, twelve German counts, nineteen French 
marqmsses, and a hundred Spaniih cavaliers, be- 
sides one solitary English esquire, of whom more 
ho'eafber. Though the doctor had^ the monopoltf 
of noses in his own hands, be is said not to have 
been unreasonable. Indeed, if a man had occasion 
for a high Roman nose, he must go to the pnce of 
it, A carbuncle nose likewise bore an excessive 
rates but for your ordinaiy short tumed-up noses, 
of which there was the greatest consumption, they 
cost little or nothing j at least the purchasers* thought 
so, who would have been content to have paid much 
dealer for them rather than to have gone without 
them. 

The sympathy betwixt the nose and its parent was 
very extraoidinaiy. Hudibras has told us, that 
when the porter died, the nose dropped of course, 
in which case it was Always usual to return the nose, 
in Older to have it interred with its first owner* 
The nose was likewise alSected by the pain, as well 
as death of the original propnetor. An eminent 
juQstance of this nature happened to three Spaniards, 
whose noses were all made out of the same piece of 
brawn. They found them one day shoot and sw^ 
extremely ; upon which they sent to know how the 
porter did: and heard, upon inquiry, that the 
^tke noses had been severely kicked the day befoie, 
and that the porter kept his bed on account of the 
which it !^ad received* This was highly re^ 
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seated by tbe Spaniards, who found out the person 
that had used the porter so unmercifully, and treated 
him m the same manner, as it the indignity had 
been done to their own noses. In this and several 
other cases it might be said, that the porters led 
the gentlemen by the nose. 

On the other hand, if any thing went amiss with 
the nose, the porter felt the effects of it 5 insomuch, 
that it was generally articled with the patient, that 
he should not only abstain fiom all his old courses^ 
but should, on no pretence whatsoever, smell pep- 
per, or eat mustard j on which occasion,^ the part 
where the incision had been made, was seized with 
unspeakable twinges and piickings. 

The Englishman I before mentioned was so very 
iiregdar, and relapsed so frequently into the dis- 
temper which at first brought him to the learned 
Tali^cotius, that in the space of two years he wore 
out five noses ; and by that means so tormented the 
porters, that if he would have given five hundred 
pounds for a nose, there was not one of them that 
would accommodate him* This young gentleman 
was bom of honest parents, and passed his fii^t 
years m fox-hunting ; but accidentally quitting the 
woods, and coming up to london, he was so 
charmed with the beauties of the playhouse, ^at be 
had not been in town two days before he got the 
misfortune which carried off this part of his face* 
He u->ed to be called in Germany ** the Englifhman 
of five noses,” and ** the gentleman that had thrice 
as many noses as he had ears.” Such was the 
raillery of tliose times. 

I shall close this Paper with an admonition to the 
young men of this town $ which I think the more 
necessaiy, because I see several new fresh-coloured 
faces, that have made their fest appearance in it,, 
#us winter. 1 must therefore aaauie them^ th^ the 
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art of making noses is entirely lost 5 and, in tlie 
next place, beg them not to follow the example oi 
om ordinary town rakes, who live as if theie was a 
Tahacotins to be met w^ith at the coi nei of every 
street* Whatever young men may think, the nose 
is a very becoming pait of tlie face 5 and a man 
makes but a very sill^ figure w^itliout it. But it is 
the nature of youth not to know the value of any 
thing until they have lost it The general precept, 
therefore, I shall leave with them is, to regaid eveij 
town- woman as a particular kind of syren, that has 
a design ’ upon their noses , and that, amidst her 
flatteries and allurements, they will fancy she speaks 
to them in that humourous phrase of old Plautus, 
Ego tibi faciem dencLsalo mordicus» Keep youir 
face out of my way, or I will bite off your nose/* 


N« 261 . SATURDAY, DECEMBERS, mo. 


From my own Apartment, Decemler 8. 

It is the duty of all who make philosophy the en- 
tertainment of tbeur lives, to tum their thoughts to 
practical schemes for the good of society, and not 
pass away their time in truitless searches, which 
tend ra^er to (he ostentation of Imo’s ledge, th jun 
the seivice of life. For this leason I cannot foibear 
reading fsvea the common bills that are daily put 
into people’s bands as they pass the streets, which 
give us notire of the present residence, the past 
travels, and infallible medicines of doctors useful in 
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their generation, though much below tlie character 
of the renowned Taliacotius, But, upon a nice 
calculation of the successes of such adepts, I find 
their labours tend mostly to the enriching only one 
sort of men, that is to say, the society of upholders. 
From this obseivation, and many others which occur 
to me when I am numbeimg tlie good people of 
Great-Bntam, I cannot but favour any proposal 
which tends to repairing the bsses we sustain by 
eminent cures. The best I have met with m thia 
imd, has been offered to my consideration, and re- 
commended m a letter subsctibed Thomas Clement. 
The title to his printed articles luns thus : " By tlie 
pi ofitable society, at the Wheat-sheaf over against 
Tom’s coffee-house m Bussel-street, Covent-gaiden, 
new proposals for promoting a contribution towards 
raising two hundred and fifty pounds, to be made 
on the baptizing of any infant born in wedlock.’* 
The plan is laid with such proper regulations, as 
serve, to such as fall in with it for the ^^ake of their 
posterity, all the nses, vi ithout any of the incon- 
veuiencies, of settlements. By this means, such 
whose fortunes depend upon their own industry, or 
personal qualifications, need not be deterred, by 
fear of poverty, from that state which nature and 
reason prescribe to us, as the fountain of the greatest 
happiness in human life. The Censors of Rome 
had power vested in them to lay taxes oa the un- 
married 5 and I think I cannot show my impar- 
tiality better, than in inquinng into the extravagant 
privileges my brother bachelors enjoy, and fine theni 
accordingly I sliall not allow a single life in one 
sex to be reproached, and held in esteem in the 
other. It Jwould not, methinks, be amiss, if an 
old bachelor, who lives in contempt of matnmony, 
were obliged to give a poition to an old maid who 
js willing to enter into it. Atlhe same tune I must 
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allow, that those who can plead courtship, and 
were unjustly rejected, shall not be liable to the 
pains and penalties of celibacy. But such as pre-» 
tend an aversion to the whole sex, because they were 
ill-treated by a particular female, and cover their sense 
of disappointment in women under a contempt of 
their fa voin, shall be proceeded against as bachelors 
convict I am not r^ithout hopes, that from this 
slight warning all the unmarried men of fortune, 
taste, and refinement, will, without foither delay, 
become lovers and humble servants to such of their 
acquaintance as are most agreeable to them, under, 
pain of my censures : and it is to be hoped the rest 
of the world, who remain single fta* fear of tlie in- 
cumbrances of wedlock, will become subscribers to 
Mr. Clement’s proposal. By these means we shall 
have a much more numeious account of births in 
the year 1711, than any ever before known in 
Great-Britain, where merely to be bom is a dis- 
rinction of Providence greater than being born to a 
fortune in another place,, 

As I was going on in the consideradon of this 
good oJffice winch Mr. Clement proposes to do his 
country, I received the following letter, which 
seems to be dictated by a like modest and public 
spliit, that makes use of me also in its design of 
dbhging mankind. 

" Mr. BfCKERSTARP, 

In the royal lottery for a million and a half I 
had the good fortune of obtaining a prize. From 
befiae the drawing I had devoted a fifth of what- 
ever should arise to me to charitable uses. Accord- 
ingly, I lately troubled you with my request and 
commission for placing half a dozen youths with 
Mr. More, writing-master in Castle-street, to whom, 
it is said, we owe ah the fine devices, flourishes,. 
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and the composure o£ all the plates, for the drawing 
and paying the tickets. Be pleased therefore, good 
Sir, to find or make leisure for complying there- 
with, for 1 would not appear concerned in this small 
matter. I am very much 

Your humble servant, &c,** 

It is no small pleasure to observe, that in tbe 
midst of a very degenerate age, there are still spirits 
which retain tbeir natural dignity, and pursue the 
good of thdr fellow-creatures: some in making 
Sremsdves usefiij by professed service, some by 
secret generosity Were i at liberty to dkcover 
even all tbe good I know of many men living at this 
time, licre would want nothing but a suitable his- 
torian, to make them appear as illustrious as sny of 
the noblest of the antient Greeks or Romans. Xhc 
cunning some have used to do handsome and worthy 
actions, the address to do men services, and esc^e 
their notice, has produced so many surprising in- 
cidents, which have been laid before me during my * 
Censorship, as in tbe opinion of postentjv would 
absolve this age of all its crimes and follieb. I know 
no way to deal with such delicate minds as these,, 
but by assuring them, that, when they cease to do 
good, I shall teD ^1 the good they have done al- 
ready. Let therefore, the benefactors to the youti^ 
abovementioned continue such bounties, upon pain 
of being publicly praised. But there i& no proba- 
bility of his running into that hazard ; for a strung 
habit of virtue can make men suspend the rec^mng 
the acknowledgements doc to their merit, until they 
ate out of a capacity of Teceiving them. I am so 
yery much charmed with aprJdents of this kind, 
that I h:ue made a collection of all tbe memomble 
handsome things done by private men in my time» 
As a specimen of my manner of noting such actiona. 
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take the following fiagment, out of much more, 
which IS written in my year-book, on the remark- 
able will of a gentleman, whom I shall here call 
Celamico. 

^^This day died that plain and excellent man, 
my much-honoured friend Celamico, who be- 
queathed his whole estate to a gentleman no way 
related to him, and to whom he had given no such 
expectation in his life-time ” 

He was a person of a very enlarged soul, and 
thought the nearest relation among men to be the 
resemblance of their minds and sentiments. He 
was not mistaken m the worth of his successor, 
who received the news of this unexpected good for- 
tune with an air that shewed him less moved with 
the benefit than the loss of the benefactor, 

Adveetisement. 

Notice is hereby given, that on Monday the 
eleventh instant, the case of the visit comes on, 
between the hours of ten and eleven, at the Court 
4>f Honour , where both persons are to attend, the 
meeting there not being to be understood as a visit, 
and tlie nght of the next visit being then to be 
wholly settled, according to the prayer of the 
plamtiif. 
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N“ 262 . TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 , 1710 , 


Vala toga sequeriSf jumtura ealhdm acri^ 

Ore teres modteo^ faihntes radete mres 
DoctuSf et tngenuo eul^am d^gere ludo», 

PERS Sat. V, 14. 

Soft elocution does thy style reno*vn, 

And the sweet accents of the peaceful goivn; 

Gentle oi shaip, according to thy rho ce. 

To laugh at follies^ or to lash at vice. 

Drydbit* 

Journal op thje Court op Honour, &c. 

Timothy Tre\tall, gentleman, was indicted bj 
sevei-al ladies of his sister’s acquaintance for a veiy 
lude aiiiont offered to tbiem at an entertainment, to 
whjch he had invited them on Tuesday the seventh 
of No 'ember last past, between the hours of eight 
and nine in the evening. The indictment set forth, 
that tlie said Mr. Treatali, upon the serving up 
ot the siippei, desired the ladies to take tlieir places 
accoidiiig to their difierent and seniority, for 
that It was the way alvrays at his table to pay respect 
to years.” The indictment added, that this pro- 
duced an unspeakable confusion in the company j 
for that the ladies, who before had pressed together 
for a place at the upper end of the table, immedi- 
ately crowded with the same disorder towards the 
end that was quite opposite 5 that Mis. Fiontley 
had the insolence to clap harseif down at the very 
lowest place of the table; that the widow PaiUet 
seated hcisdf on the right-hand of Mrs. Fiuau^/, 
roL. r# T 
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alleging for her excuse, that no ceremony was to 
be used at a round table 5 that Mrs. Fidget and 
Mrs. Fescue disputed above haif-an-hour for the 
same chair, and that the latter would not give up 
the cause until it was decided by the pansh register^ 
which happened to be kept hard by.*' The indict- 
ment hirther saith, that the rest of tlie company 
who sat down did it with a reserve to tlieir right, 
which they were at liberty to assert on another oc- 
casion 5 and that Mrs. Mary Pippe, an old maid, 
was placed by the unanimous "vote of the whole 
company at the upper end of the table, irom whence 
she jbad the confusion to behold several mothers of 
families among her inferiors.” The criminal ai- 
ledged in his defence, that what he had done was 
to raise mirth, and avoid ceremony 5 and that the 
ladies did not complain of his rudeness until the 
next morning, having eaten up what he had pro- 
vided tor them with great readiness and alacrity.” 
The Censer, frowning upon him, told him, that 
he ought not to discover so much levity in matters of 
a serious nature and, upon the jury’s bringing 
him m guilty, sentenced him to treat the whole 
assembly of ladies over again, and to take care that 
he did It with the decorum which w^ due to pe]> 
sons of their quality.” 

Kcbecca Shapeily, spinster, was indicted by Mrs* 
Sarah Smack, for speaking many words reflecting 
upon her reputation, and the heels of her silk 
suppers, which the prisoner had maliciously sug- 
gested to be two inches higher than they really were. 
The pro'iecutor urged, as an aggravation of her 
guilt, that the prisoner was herself guilty of the 
same kind of forgery which she had laid to the pro- 
secutor’s charge j for that she, the said Rebecca 
Shapeiey, did always wear a pair of steel boddice,, 
and a fake The Censor ordered th^ sBpper* 
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to be produced io open couit^ where the heels were 
adjudged to be of the statutable she. He then or- 
dered the grand juiy to search the crimiiial, wiio, 
after some time spent therein^ acquitted her of tSe 
bodice, but found her guilty of the rtmp 5 upon 
which she received sentence as is usual m such 
cases. 

William Trippit, esquire, of the Middle Temple, 
bi ought his action against the lady Elizabeth PrudCiy, 
for having lefused him her hand as he ofieied to 
lead her to her coach from the opera. The plamti:? 
set forth, that he had entered himself into the list 
of those volunteers, who officiate every night be- 
hind the boxes as gentlemen-oshers of the play- 
house : that he had been at a considerable charge m 
white gloves, periwigs, and snuif-boxes, in order to 
qualify himself for that employment, and in hopes 
of making his fortune by it. The counsel for the 
defendant replied, that the plaintiff had given out 
that he was within a month of wedding their client, 
and that she had refused her hand to him in cere- 
mony, lest be should interpret it as a promise that 
she would give it him in marriage. As soon as the 
pleadings on both sides were misbed, the Censor 
ordered the plaintiff to be cashiered from his o£fice 
of gentleman-usher to the play-house, since it was 
too plain that he had undertaken it with an ill 
desi^5 and at the same time ordered the defendant 
either to many the said plaintiff, or to pay him 
half-a-crown for the new prir of gloves and 
coach-hire that he was at the expence of In her 
service# 

The lady Townly brought an action of debt 
against Mrs. Flambeau, for that the said Mrs, 
]&mbeau bad not been to see the lady Townly, 
and wish her joy, since bermarriagewithSir Ralph, 
notwithstanding she, the said lady Townly, had 
X a 
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paid Mrs. Flambeau a visit upon her first coming to 
town. It was urged in the behalf of the defendant, 
that the plaintiff had never given her any regular 
notice of her being in town , that the visit she al- 
leged had been made on Monday, which she knew 
was a day on which Mrs. Flambeau was always 
abroad, having set aside that 077/y day in the week 
to mmd the afiairs of her family • that the servant, 
who inquired whether she was at home, did not 
give the visiting-knock that it was not between 
the houis of five and eight in the evening : that 
there were no candles lighted up : that it was not on 
Mrs. Flambeau’s day: and, in short, that there 
was not one of the essential points observed that 
constitute a visit. She fuither proved by her 
porter’s book, which was produced in court, that 
she had paid the lady Townly a visit on the twenty- 
fomth day of March, just before her leaving the 
town, in the year seventeen hundred and 7 iine-ten 
for which she was still creditor to the said lady 
Townly. To this the plaintiff only replied, that she 
was now under covert, and not liable to any debts 
contracted when she was a single woman. Mr, 
Bickerstaff finding tlie cause to be very intricate, 
and that several points of honour were likely to 
arise in it, he deferred giving judgment ujpon it 
until die next session day, at which time he ordered 
the ladies on bis- left-band to present to the court a 
table of all the laws relating to visits, 

Winified Leer brought her action against Richard 
Sly for having broken a marriage-con ti act, and 
wedded another woman, after he bad engaged him*- 

I?ot nineteen, but on the very last day of 1709-10 It was 
a nice pome, for, accoidmg to the manner of reckoning at that 
t’cne, the year 1710 began on the day Mowing, tbatw, oa 
the z^th of March. ^ 
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self to marry the said Winifred I^eer. She alleged > 
that' he had ogled her twice at the opera, thric® 
in St. James's church, and once at PovveFs puppet" 
show, at which time he promised her marriage 
by a side-glance, as her friend, could testify tba*^ 
sat by her. Mr. Bickerstaff finding that the de- 
fendant had made no further overture of love or 
marriage, but by looks and ocular engagemeutj 
yet at the same time considering how very apt 
such unpudent seducers are to lead the ladies hearts 
astray, ordered the criminal to stand upon the 
stage in tlie Hay-market, behveen each ,act of the . 
next opera, there to be exposed to public view a 
false ogier/* 

Upon , the rising of the court, Mr. Bickers, talf 
having taken ‘ oiie of these counterfeits in the very 
fact, as he was ogling a lady of the grand jury, or. 
dered him to be seized, and prosecuted upon tlie 
statute of ogling. He likewise directed the clerk 
of the court to draw up an edict against these com- 
mon cheats, that make Avomen believe they are 
distracted for them, by staring them out of coun- 
tenance, and often blast a lady’s reputation, whom 
they never spoke to, by saucy loola and dlstmt fa- 
miJiariUes. 
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N*263. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, nid. 


Mnffma eMi^ntes met€ Bntamtoit JUV. Sat. II. t6u 

jSrieons comented with the shortest night. 

Brom wy mvn Apartment^ Decemler 13 . 

Aw old friend of mine being lately come to town, 1 
went to see him on Tuesday last about eight o'clock 
an the evening, with a design to sit with Jiim an 
hour or two, and talk over old stones 5 but, upon 
inquiry after him, I found he was gone to-bed. The 
next morning, as soon as I was up and dressed, and 
had dispatched a little business, I came again to my 
friend’s bouse about eleven o’clock, with a design to 
renew my visit: but, upon asking forhtm, his ser- 
vant told me he was just sai down to dinner. In 
short, I found that my old fashioned friend reli- 
giously adhered to the example of his forefathers, 
and observed the same hours that had been kept in 
the family ever since the Conquest, 

It is very plain, that the night was much longer 
formerly in this island than it is at present. By the 
night, I mean that portion of time which nature has 
thrown into darknes^^ and which the wisdom of 
mankind had formerly dedicated to rest and silence. 
This used to begin at eight o’clock in the evening, 
and conclude at six in the morning. The cuifou, 
or eight o’clock bell, was the signal throughout the 
nation f9r puntmg oat their candles and going 
*o-bed, . * 
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^ Our grandmoAers, thcaigh they were wont to 
sit up the last in the family, w«e all of tiiem fast 
asleep at the same horns that their daughters aie busy 
at crimp and basset. Modern statesmen are con- 
certing schemes, and engaged in the depth of po- 
litics, at the time when their forefathers were laid 
down quietly to rest, and had nothing in their beads 
but dreams. As we have thus thrown business and 
pleasure into the hours of rest, and by tliat means 
made the natural night but half as long as it should 
be, we are forced to piece it out with a great part of 
the morning j so that near two-thirds of the nation 
lie fast asleep for several hours in broad day-light. 
This irregularity is grown so very fashionable at pre- 
sent, that there is scarce a lady of quality in Great4 
Britain that ever saw the sun nse. And, if the hu- 
mour increases in proportion to what it has done of 
late years, it is not impossible but our children may 
hear the bell-man going about the streets at nine 
o’clock in the morning, and the watch making their 
rounds until eleven. This unaccountable disposition 
in mankind to continue awake m the night, and 
sleep in the sun-shine, has made me inquire, whe- 
ther the same change of inclination has ^ppened to 
any otlier animals > For this reason, I desired a 
hiend of mine in the country to let me know, whe^ 
ther the lark rises as early as he did formerly 5 and 
whether the cock begins to crow at liis usual hour ? 
My fnend has answered me, that his poultry are 
as regular as ever, and that all the birds and leasts 
of his neighbourhood keep the same hours tliat they 
have observed in the memory of man j and the 
same which, m all probabihty, they have kept for 
these five thousand years.” 

If you would see the innovations that have been 
made among us in this particular, you may only 
look into the honra of colleges^ wha-e they sUll dutf 
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ui eleven^ and sup at six, which were doubtless the 
hours of the whole nation at the time when those 
places weie founded. But at present, the courts 
of justice are scarce opened in West minster-hall at 
the time w'hen William Rufus used to go to dinner 
in it. All business is diiven forwaid. The land- 
marks of our fatliers, if 1 may so call them, are re- 
moved, and planted further up into the day j inso- 
much, that I am afiaid our clergy will be obliged, if 
they expect full congiegations, not to look any more 
upon ten o clock in the morning as a canonical hour. 
In my own memory, tlie dinner has crept by de- 
grees fioni iivelve o clock to three, and where it will 
fix nobody knows. 

I have sometimes thought to draw up a memorial 
in the behalf of Supper against Dinner, setting 
foith, that the said Dinner has made seveial lu- 
croachments upon the said Supper, and entered 
very far upon his i rentiers j that he has banished 
him out of several families, and m all ba? diiven 
him from bis head quarteis, and forced him to make 
his retieat into the hours of midnight j and, in 
short, tliat he is now in danger of being entirely 
confounded and lost in a breakfast. Those who 
have read Lucian, and seen the complaints of the 
letter T against S, upon account of many injuues 
and USUI pa Lions of the same nature, will not, I be- 
lieve, think such a memorial forced and unnaturah 
If dinner has been thus postponed, or, if you please, 
kept back from time to time, you may be sure that 
It has been in compliance with die other business of 
the day, and that sapper has still observed a pro- 
portionable distance. There is a venerable proverb, 
which we have all of us heard in our infancy, of 
putting tibe children to-bed, and laying the goose ^ 
the £re/* This was one of the jocular sayings of 
our foiefatliers^ but may be pmperly used in the - 
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literal sense at present Who would not wonder at 
this perverted relish of those who are reckoned the 
most polite part of mankind, that prefer sea coals 
and candles to the sun, and exchange so many 
cheaifnl morning hours, for the pleasures of mid- 
night revels and debauches ? If a man was only to 
consult his health, he would choose to live hU whole 
time, if possible, in day-light 5 and to retire cut of 
the world into silence and sleep, while the rnw 
damps and unwholesome vapours fly abroad, with- 
out a sun to disperse, moderate, or contrcul them. 
For my o\vn part, I value an hour in the morning 
as much as common libertines do an hoar; at mid- 
night. \Vhen 1 find myself aw^akened into being, 
and perceive my life renewed within me, and at th© 
fiame tune sec the whole face of nature recovered 
out of the dark uncomfortable state in which ic lay 
for several hours, my heart overflows with such se- 
cret sentiments of joy and gratitude, as ore a ,£*:iud 
of implicit praise to the great Authe.r ot Nature. 
The mind, in these early seasons of the clay, is so 
refreshed in all its faculties, and borne up with 
such new supplies of animal spirits, that she hnds 
herself in a state of youth, especially v/ben she is 
entertained with the breath of flowers, the melody 
of birds, the dews that hang upon the plaiib, and 
all those other sweets of nature that are peculiar to 
, the morning. 

It is impossible for a. man to have this relish of 
being, this exquisite taste of life, who dpes not 
come into the world before it is in all its noise axid 
hurry 5 who loses the rising of die, siin, the ^ still 
hours of the dayi and, mtaedkteiy upon his first 
getting up,, plunges himself into the ordinary cares 
or follies of the world. : - 

I shall conclude this Paper wdth Milton's inirni- 
tabje description of Adam's, awakening his Eye in 
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Paradise, which indeed would have been a place as 
little delightful as a barren heath or desert to those 
who slept in it. The fondness of the posture ia 
which Adam is represented, and the softness of his 
wlusper, are passages in this divine poem that are 
above all commendadon^ and rather to be admired 
than praised. 


Now Morn her rosy steps is th* eastern clime 
Advancing, sow*d the earth with orient pearl. 

When Adam wak*d, so customM; for his sleep 
Was airy light from pore digestion bred. 

And temperate vapours blat d> which th’ only sound 
Of leaves and fuming rdl^, Aurora's fan, 

X/ightiy dispers'd, and the shrill matin song 
Of birds on every bough; so much the mors 
Bi^ wonder was to 5nd unwaken'd Eve, 

With tresses discompos'd, aiul glowing cheek. 

As tbioogh unquiet rest. He on his side 
Xeanmg half-r. is'd, with looks of cordial love, 

Bung O' er her enamc^ur'd, and helield 
BeiUty, which, whether Wnikmg or asleep, 

Shot forth peculiar gi aces. Then with voice 
Mild as when Z<^<phyrii$ on Flora breathes, 

Her hand soft touching, whi<qiei*d thus : Awake, 

My fairest, my espous’d, my latent found, 

Beaveii’s last gift, my ever<oew delight, 

Aw ike 3 the morning shines, and the hresb field 
Calls os I we lose the prime, to mark how spring 
Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove. 

What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed, 

Bfiv nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extracting htjuid sweets. 

Such whispering wak'd her, but with startled eyfi 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake. 

0 .«>ole! m whom my thoughts find ail repose. 

My glory, my perfection, glad I see 
Thy £ice, aod morn reipm’d^p— — 
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